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BEMABKS of Senators Walker, HcCardy, Dayis and Craw^ 
ford, on the annonncement of the deaUi of Hon. Edward 
Sverett 

If r. Forster offered the following^: 

Whereas^ It hath pleased Almighty Gk>d to remove by deaQi 
from onr midst, on the 15th insi, the Hon. Edward EVeret^ 
the scholar, the statesman and the patriot, 

And ij&kereasy The nation mourns this dispensation of Provi- 
dence, while recognizing its infliction; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That as a tribute of respect^ and an expression of 
our sorrow, upon this occasion, the Senate do now adjourn* 

REMARKS OP 8EKAT0R WALKKB. 

Mr. President — One of the greatest of men has said, that 
** The evils that men do live after them; the good is often inter* 
red with their bones.'' Few men have lived to whose fatare 
this affirmation is less applicable than to that of Edward 
Everett. There is, perhaps, no living man who has stood before 
the public in more diverse positions, and has sustained more 
various responsibUities in. social and public lifep than he whoso 
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name we desire, reyerentlj, to honor bj this resolation. Upon 
the coltimn that shall mark his resting place in the silent 
assembly of the honored dead, may be written, <* The conscien- 
tious divine;" ** the eloquent orator;" ** the upright statesmanf* 
*'the able diplomatist;" and more and better than all, "the 
philanthropist;" ever active for the good of his race. 

Mr. President, the good that he has done will not be intorred 
with his bones. His classic and eloquent words are found 
in many pages of our academic literature, and the impress of 
his mind will go to the future in the thought of the coming 
generations. He helped to make the school literature of our 
land, and great as he was in other departments of effort, yet in 
this he has left a legacy to the youth of the country that will 
last beyond the ordinary limits of human fame. 

What he did as the representative of Massachusetts at home, 
and the representative of the republic abroad, is matter of his 
iory ; and there are Senators here who can speak of the services 
he rendered his country in these positions with better apprecia- 
tion than I can myself. There are few of tho men, of his age, 
however, who have achieved a higher reputation than Edward 
Eveiett; and scaicoly any one who leaves a name and a fams 
80 un^u^lied as Le. , 

« 

In scc'al life the deceased statesman was a gentlemanly and 
scholarly man. His iufluenco in literary circles, and in society in 
bis own city, was preOaiinent, If there were auy mistakes in his 
life,'pcihap3 Scoators will think that tbo association of his name 
with that cf John Pell, in the Presidential canvass of 1860, was 
one of those mistakes. But I think we can all agree, in re- 
viewing the past, that it was the love of the Union rather than 
personal aspiration led him to that association. And the great- 
ness of his character waH evinced by the fact, that so soon as 
he understood fully the animus and the aim of the bad men 
who instigated the rebellion agrJnst tho Iffe of tbo Union, and 

w 

against hutaan progress, so soon as he understood ** the deep 
damnation of the falling off," ho stood with his pen and voice 
arrayed against all that were arrayed against the Union. 



One of the last labors of his nseful life, as we alt remembor, 
i^as an effort by lectures in different portions of the conn try to 
raise sufficient funds to finish the monument projected at Wash- 
ington to the memory of the Father of his Country. His last 
strength was devoted successfully to this patriotic end. He now 
sleeps with the great man whose memory he labored to honor. 
Thus passoth away to the common rcstiug place the honored as 
the humble of the world. 

Senators, let us emulate his virtues, and endeavor 

'' 80 to live, that when the summons comes, 
That calls our spirit to the realm of shadeii^ 
We shall go forth — not as the galley slavey 
Soouiged to his dangeon— but as one, 
fiustained and cheered by an unfaltering hope^ 
Gathers the drapery of his couch about him. 
And lies down to pleasant dreams. ** 

RIMABKS OF SSKATOR MC CURDT. 

Jfr. PresiderU — I rise, also, for the purpose of supporting fho 
resolution. The truism that ''death loves a shining mark,* is 
again evidenced. The nation has lost a true friend and a wise 
counselor; but in the fullness of his life, with his mental <|nd 
physical powers unimpaired, he has been suddenly gathered to 
his fathers. In all the relations of life, filling many of the 
most important offices in the nation, be was never found want- 
ing. It has been his happy lot to discharge with fidelity and 
satisfaction to the nation, whatever he undertook to perform. 
In the halls of Congref s^ as representative of his government 
abroad, in every and all positions of honor and trust, he was 
ever faithful to our common country. His name is as familiar 
as a household word, and when this generation shall have 
passed away, he will live in history as one of jlmeiica'sbright^ 
est statesmen. 

But let us not too much grieve that he has met the ccmmon 
lot of all. Although ]^ sun has tet at a time oi^national 
anxiety and deep gloom, his country rent t sunder by civil 
war, he lived at least long ei^orgh to fcc the cltiids in Iho 
eastern horizon begin to br eak away, and j^cace dcEciLding to 
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bless onr conntrj, liko another morn risen on mid-day. He is 
gone, and left unlinisbed the noble T^ork for the accompliah- 
mcnt of which he devoted his whole cnergiea. 

•* Brothers and comrades, on you it is Cilling— 
On you the proud voice of your country is calling, 
Wliilo tho lot of the balance is trembling on high." 

REiTAKKS OP SEyATOR TAVI^. 

Mr, President — I foci as though this opportunity ought not 
to pass without miugling my voice with other Stiiators on this 
melancholy occasion. A gioat man has fallen Whether we 
look at him as a scholar, statesman or orator, Kdvvard Everett 
has had but few equals. I do not cUim he wus perfect. 
Perfection is not the lot of man. But perhaps there are but few 
great men who have committed fewer errors. There have been 
times when I differed with him on the great political issues o 
the day; but I never doubted his honesty or integrity. 

When the first gun was fired, at Port Sumter, and this great 
rebellion had assumed its gigantic proportions, that patriotic 
voice, now hushed in death, was one of the first to be heard call- 
ing the freemen of our country to stand by our gallant flag. 
Prom that time forward, his whole energies have been bent to- 
wards crushing out the rebellion, and restoring our distracted 
country. Like the great Washington, whose noble deeds he so 
often eulogized and commemorated, he loved his country, and 
for her was willing to live and die. In him the administration 
has bad a true friend and supporter. I feel, Mr. President^ in 
conclasion, that our country has lost a great and good man. 

REMARKS OF SENATOR CRAWFORD. 

Mr. Prestdent-^l^o words that I may utter to-day, can add 
to the tribute already paid to tho memory of the dead. Yet I 
cannot remain silent or fail to express my feelings of regret for 
the los| of so great a man. I cannot remain silent and thus fail 
to pay my respects to the memory <Jf one who to day sleeps b^ . 
neath the soil of my own native State. It is not the political 
history of himi for whom we to-day as a nation monrn, that I 
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would speak, bnt my mind goes back to my school-boy days, 
when I haye liateoed to the voice of the great educator of his 
race, and received from him those words of encouragement 
which caused us to consider nothing impossible to those who 
were determined to be men. Yes, the great deeds of Edward 
Everett live after him — they live not only in the memory of 
those who now are called upon to weep for the loss of our na- 
tional benefactor, but Ibey will continue to live until time shall 
be no more. He did not fall as many fall, in the prime of man- 
hood, but he lived to a ripe old age. He lived to finish the great 
work God had given him to perform. He lived to see our in. 
fant nation grow to be the most powerful on earth. We would 
have been glad had he remained until peace had returned to our 
distracted country, but he lived to see the black cloud of treason 
which had hung over us for the past four years breaking and 
rolling away, and the bright sun of peace once more dawning on 
the free people of America. Let his example be ever before us, 
that " when our summons comes to join the innumerable cara- 
van," we may not perish, but like the lamented Everett, live in 
the hearts of our countrymen. We may well mourn, not for 
his loss, for to him it is gain, but mourn for the loss the nation 
sustains by the removal from our midst one whom the people 
delighted to honor.. 
The resolution was unanimously adopted. 
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OOMMUNIOATION from the Secretarj of Stote, transaiiliaff 
to the Senate a statement of the population of thia StatOi by 
|[|i^oonntiea, for the year 1864. 

SioasrAir of Srin't Omoi, 1 
Longing^ January Vl, 1866. ) 

How. B. 0. OaoeviHOB, Prmieni of the Senate: 

8in--In oompliance with a reaolntion of the Senate of the 

16th Inst., I herewith transmit a statement of the popnlatioa of 

this State, by .ooonties, for the year one thousand eight hna- 

dred aadsizty-fonrp as returned to this offioe. 

Very respeotfully, 

GEO. H. HOnSEf 

Dqo^y ISec, <f ataie. 
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1864. 

Altegm, 18,849 

Alpena, 8t4 

Juitria, 88S 

li»ny, 14,488 

»»y, 6,80t 

BBrrien, f5,tS0 

Branch, < i .^, 8S,4S8 

Oyhoan, .,,. « 80,lft8 

Okie, .......v*M*.%»* ; n,tt« 

^A0V>oy|fftB| ••••••hfck»»«i**. •*•'• •••••'•••'••'••••-«••••• ' 483 

Aii>pewft^..^kv.i.t.... iiit.^.;.i ' 1,188 

«BMoB, , ....,....i.l4,l8» 

-DtjU, .»,» 4 »»»..4 ,. Ml 

^VfOIly «» •'b'b. >»»••• ••••• ••••¥••••»• 10;ifT 

thmet^ b b fc k k ••••&••• *•••••.. IfMS 

KUedale,. .,►»..».. 4. ... 4... ..i. ..*.... .•..•.•.-....... j^M* 

'KtA^htOB,- m. t». jis ii ;(.;.< ;ii(i..i ;;;;;:;:: v..'.' "8,^5 

♦■«ro», »».;.i.i.i...;...;i. ...:;...... 8,'tfkl 

l*g»*«»< ii. i». ».. 4. .i. .;.;:;. .;;;..:... i»;l»8 

I4*»6, ., ;.;;;..;.....: . ttS 

IsAbellft, • ••• vtA 4'«4v») •Wtt^* 4 • 4^ki J. ••••••• lp844 

Jfwkeon, ^JUfi 

KikiMiMOO, '.!f^jm 

Kent, rrvr '••i 5«»4*» 

Keweenaw, 5,180 
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Lapeer, • ^ 15,24T 

Leelanaw, ; •• •••••..... 8,381^ 

Lenawee, 40,202- 

Livingston, 16,186 

Mackinac, U85 

' Macomb, / 22,404 

Manistee, 1,613 

' , • • • • 

tManitou, 

• • • 

,Marquette, 8,160 

. Mason, 844 

Mecosta, 1,882: 

. H«!iMmmee, f 49^ 

iMWland ,...,....,.,,., a.»»4 

Vomroe ,.. , SMtl 

;Mnskegon, .*.• ft»,»«f,,,t 6*W0 

^ HfiwmygOf ..,..••., ,.,,,,....,.*., 8^1 

Oakland, ,., 4 88,t25 

lOeeana, *,.,••,. »,..^,rf« 2,819 

; Onjkm agon, ^ , 6,4f8 

Ottawa, f ., , , IM*^ 

;8apBaw....... • ,. 19,eil^ 

/SiMulac, ;..,,,,•••,,...•• Attfr 

,8M«wasflee, l«,Mfr 

,8|.fllair,...,. ,..., 21.621 

Si. Joseph, ,.,, , 2UM 

iTafoola,.; , «,f8» 

,¥ptf ^nren, ,ff».f 11,820 

;Wi)fl^tenaw, , •,,.... JUJUO 

Wayne, • ...i.,.% «8,M« 

lidoiia,.... ;;;... ;.......; ;.;.... 251 

fieoste, ..;••.;.; 80O 

HIrawford, V. 



Mo. S. b 

Olad win and Boioommon, « 40 

Kalkaska, ••..••••• 9 

^Miflsaakee, \.. ^ 

Osceola, .'. 201 

* tfieg o, ; , 

Presqne Isle, 88 

Schoolcraft, 89 

Wexford, • 6t 

Total, 808,745 
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[ No. 8 ] 

SPECIAL MESSAGE of the Oovernor, relative to a claim 
preferred against the State, growing out of the Muskegon 
Biver improvement. 

Ezxconvx Offios, } 
Lansing^ January 18, 1865. ) 

2b the Senate and House of BepreseniaHves : 

My attention having been repeatedly and urgently called to the 
subject of a daim preferred against the State, growing out of 
the <' Muskegon river improvement," I have deemed it my duty 
to bring the same to your notice by special message. 

By an examinaticm of the several enactments on this subject, 
as weU as of other proceedings had thereon by previous Legis* 
latures, I find the &cts, briefly and substantially, as follows: 

In 1857, thq Legislature appropriated $50,000, payable from 
the internal improvement fund of this State, to improve navi- 
gation over the sand flats of the Muskegon river. Commis- 
sioners named in the act, and charged with the duty, let a 
contract to John A. Brooks, of Newaygo, for the price of 
$60,000. This contract was assigned by Brooks to William 
Beard» of Brooklyn, in the State of New York, who advanced 
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the requisite sam of money, and completed the improvement 
to the entire satisfaction of the commissioners and of the 
Governor of the State, in 1860, as appears from their endorse- 
ments on the contract. 

After completiQg the work. Beard called on the State Treas- 
nrer for payment, with his contract properly certified, and was 
informed there was no money belonging to the internal im- 
provement fond, and was not at the time of the appropriation. 

Payment not having been made, the Legislature of 1861 was 
asked to make provision for meeting this claim, and a joint 
resolution was passed at the session of that year, which, after 
briefly reciting the origin and history of the claim, states that 
'Brooks, the contractor, was a member of the Legislature, and, 
lor that reason, under a constitutional provision, was incapable 
of taking such contract, and declares the same to be void. 

The joint resolution proceeds to say that Beard, the assignee 
of the contract, "in good faith went on and completed the said 
work to the full satisfaction and acceptance of the said Com- 
missioners and of the G-ovemor, according to the terms of said 
act, and that the same is of great value to the State and people 
thereof,'' and that *• said Beard is jusUy entiSed to compensoHon 
for the performance of said worh;"^ and that "the internal im- 
provement lands, out of which it was contemplated the af<»:esaid 
appropriation should be paid, had been entirely exhausted at 
the time of such appropriation." 

The Legislature thereupon referred the claims of William 
Beard to the Board of State Auditors to "e^gomine, audit and 
allow, at such amount, not exceeding f 50,000,- as they should 
find justly and equitably due and owing to him, for wMrk dpne 
and money expended in the improvement of navigation over 
the said fiats of the Huskegon river;" and provision is :made in 
the resolution for' paying Beard in State swamp land at' the 
TniniTnTiTn price of such land, without providing other means. 
The Board of Auditors, in pursanceof the authority thus given^ 
audited and allowed the claim to Beard at $50,000, but for 
which he refused to take State swamp lands in payment. 
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tt also appesirs, by an agreement between aaid Brooks and 
Beard) that in tii6 adjustment of certain nusnndergtaiidings 
and controversies growing out of this transaction between said 
Beard and certain sab-claimants, that from the said sum of 
$50,000 the said Beard should be entitled to receiye and should 
' be first paid the sum of $36,086 35; and that the balance, being 
' $13,918 66, shoiild be paid to said sab-daimimts, less certain 
iaxpenses, fees, &c. 

It haying been represented that these siib-claimants were 
. willing to accept and receive payment of said snm of $13,913 66 
in swatnp lands, as provided in said joint resolutions of 1861, 
the Legislature ol 1864 adopted a joint resolution referring the 
whole matter of said claims to the Board of State Auditors, with 
instructions to settle and adjust tine respective claims of such 
claimants, if they sbould find such claims to be divisible. 

By virtue of this authority, the Board of State Auditors 
defined the amount due William Beard at $36,086 34, and the 
amount due said sub^olaimants at $18,913 66, and awarded 
that the last-named sum be paid to F. B. Gilbert, trustee of 
said claimants, in swamp land, according to the tenor and 
effect of the aforesaid joint resolution of 1864; and of which 
there has only been paid in swamp land the sum of $1,472 50, 
whilst the remainder of said sub-claimants, together with Mr» 
Bean, still refuse to accept payment in such lands. 

It is clear diat the act of 1857 contemplated that the inter- 
nal improvement fund was not e^austed, and, in fact, the 
Auditor General reporte<^to the House of Bepresentatives, a 
few days before the passage of the law, that the proceeds of 
about 90,000 acres of internal improvement lands remained 
unappropriated. This report was evidently an error of fact, 
and is shown to have been such by a report of the Auditor 
General in 1861, and the joint resolution of the same year. 

If, then, the error was made by the Legislature, as it clearly 
was, of appropriating money from a particular fund that had 
been permanently exhausted, the burden resulting from such 
an error should^ in justice, rest upon the party who committed 
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it, and not upon the indiTidTal who, in good fedth, had expend- 
ed hia money and performed the work, relying upon such legis- 
latiye action for payment He certainly had an undoubted 
right to presume that the particular fond was ample to meet 
the appropriation. 

Whateyer technical or legal objections may have existed in 
the earher history of this daim to prevent the State from 
reeognizing the contract with John A. Brooks, and from making 
payment under it, it would certainly seem that on no sound 
principle can the State now refuse provision for its paym^t^ 
standing, as I believe it does, fully acknowledged and recog- 
nized against the State, thfough the action of the Legislature 
and the Board of State Auditors, as a just and valid one. The 
honor and credit of the State is, to a certain extent^ involved in 
this matter, and however unexpected or unpleasant it may now 
be to have this daim forced upon us, yet I can see no other 
mode of exonerating the State than that of its payment. 

I submit, therefore, the whole subject to your consideration, 
with the recommendation that provision be made lor its pay- 
ment, unless ihere are sufficient reasons for not doing so which 
do not appear upon the record; provided, however, there are 
funds from which the necessary appropriation can constitu- 
tionally and properly be made. 

HENBY H. ORAPO. 
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REPORT of tbe ComiDiiteQ on State Affairs^ relative to th«t 
portion of tbe Ooyernor's HesRage which relates to the snb- 
jeci of ImmigraW<m to this «t*tt«. ' • 

The committee on State affairs, to whom was referred tliai 
portion of the message oi His iBxcellency Governor CrapO, * 
aer relates td immigratioh to &at State, have ^eftilly'conifd- 
ered {hb same, and isolnm^d ihe following portion 'of the ikies-^' '' 
sage, ^cidUy: ' ^ 

"^k Tery small pbrtion of the State has to y^lieeh tecbittiMi 
an^ sietiled, and I apprehend it is safe to calcnlate that neatlfy 
fiTe-sixfhs of her entire territory reniains to-day' a wildemesK ' ' 
We toani setters: These vast tracts of woodland, hcwisver HdSbi!* ' 
and'ferlSd they may be, are of no nse to ns niitQ dtear^ and * 
impirohred; and nothing bnt 2a&ar can do it. Onr ridbt mineis at ' 
copper, irc6i^ coal and gypsom; om* springs of salt, (and aA we ' ' 
trust of oil,) onr fisheries, and onr forests of valuable tinibet; 
are of little oonsequence unless developed and nmde productitij 
by the hsmd of labor/' 

Th^ above are patent fiicts. Our Btato tbongh ranking vdQi v 
jniddle*aged States, in dewtdpm&rd is in her it/aney. "Why ir 
hisf Itbooteiea'iis tolbnekimt^ fiidci^itsd^as^^ 
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applj the remedy: The much joimger States of the west upon 
whom nature has bestowed not a tithe of the elements of 
wealth, have outstripped us in development What combina- 
tion of circumstances has led them to their prosperity? HViey 
have had laborers to till their soil. How did they get them? 

Among the most potent means are these: They advertised 
^iheir advantages— the foreigner was made acquainted with 
them at his home. They did not stop here. When the emi- 
grant landed in our seaports, the agents of the western States 
met them, with maps, and a statistical history of their States. 
These agents, aided by the representatives of the great railway 
lines extending west of us, secured the tiller of their soil, and 
the railway lines a customer for transportation. Let us profit 
by their example, and advertise the productiveness of our soil, 
our location as to the great lakes, the extreme low price and 
extent of our public lands — ^yea, our free lands to adtud settlers, 
under the State and national homestead laws — our manubo- 
taring interests wanting labor, our mines, our vast forests of 
timber, awaiting the laborer to prepare it for market; our 
building interest, now neglected for want of mechanics; and, 
in short, our ability to famish employment, at wa^ that will 
soon purchase for them and their's a home, fox: all that will 
Gome. 

1^ want of laborers has existed ainpe Michigan was a Stat^ 
and has not been caused alone by sending 80,000 of our beat 
operatives for the defense of our govermneni Now, if this 
want was felt before the war* what are our wants to-day ? We 
want ooxnmon laborers, without limit; we want tillers of the 
BO]l» artisanfli, meohaniodf, manufacturers and miheis- Sow 
shall we get them ? This is the question with which we have 
to deal 

Common laborers and tillers of the soil are flocking to our 
country in great numbers — ^perhaps 200,000 during the'^pafit 
year— Michigan should have had at least one-tenth of the 
number, say. 20,000. In the future 'let us:me0t'th0m wh^a. 
ihegr landin^oufr seaports, .with information eakndated to' tun' : 
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to them to peruse before leaving then: homes» and possibly 

aend agents to represent, ns abroad. These earra^emf^s 

should be permanent — ^not spasmodic — ^to be abandoned in. a 

yeat or two, as their very success depends upon stable and l?er- 

/ sistant effcxrts. For the purpose ol redueing our reoommen^ 

' tions as above to tangible shape, I am instructed to report 

.herewith a bill entitled **A. bill to encourage immigratio)^'' 

iwhieh provides for the appointment by the GkK^emor* of a&i|n- 

migrant agent; it arsaie^ an immigrant board, consisting olthe 

Governor, tha Secretary of State and the State Treasmnfr, 

-rwhotshall ccdlect, pfetpara and ciroulatea histozy of our State^ 

its public lands and resources. They are also to haye^enflolal 

: aapervisioii over the inumgxantl agjenV gi^^ hckn sudi gen- 

• 'ttrabofiilinea of hifl* Iiibor as iba intamts iif the State^jie- 
inumd.v ZipBoviika the. xneanaiior caiarymg^tiM above obfitta 

-']l](U>e&Ct. *• ■' . • .■■';...•->..; I '.J,; 

- Skilled: • Utkorev, ? M^a^Tii^ rwwH¥%»ftiMrif i w tad xaineMy 
io i^qpiite 4o bi approadbed -at.thefr hom^ by 
]iEt6vi«i9W% difEweni 8<9iiewhai fram^ordin^iy.eiaigmivl^ aad 
' veqpiixesome definite iaontmct lbr«mplajniiiil» aa a^copditiaa 
' ipMdAetii to coming ^ocur«cwxiitGi7. Ycmr eom m iitBe. la a niif g 
•of an organigatMMi, inowcki aa the " Axaerieah Bmigrant Ocip> 
>yaay/' imited Biair <ig^t» Mr^ Btnikaix to awkdtowieei. Bpm 
'Mr. 8. and thedoefaaMiilB kindly Amdahl oa by him^ iM>iimd 
'- ihai the gnifp^seaaf ik^a oampany aaset iovth in their prda- 
ptetpJByif canied out, would mateiaUy aid eilbsta in.tbia^ 
l|al4^ ivhidb i^lPflpeotas 18 aa foDow^ 
'■^'^ ^Thabbjeittt^ fliiaoompaayiji loimpoitlabora^ 
^ flUned lalwrmi' fraai Orea4 'Britahi^ ^^Qanna^yi Rfaiie^ 
8#it«er)and| ■ Nengay and ' Sweden^ tone Vik% matmiietaMBni^ 
faproadeonipaiii^ t»id ottt« eoptoyer*^^ of labor te^^ 
To acoompiiflh this, it haa ealebUdied' eoctttiatft agiMlM 

* throogh.tfaosigi eountri€ls, and undertak£f6 to'hire mfen in their 
turtive homes, and aalely to tfansAsr tbdm k>' then* emi^oyera 
iMI^ ' Asysietnsoeomplete haalbeen'pht in operation hete^ 
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fhtA miilei«» wn^daoMeB, (iadadaig workers in iron and steel 
^ <i erezy dase,) weaveiSy and agriealtaral, nukioad and other 

laborers, oan now be pioeared, without much delaj, in any 

number and at a reaflonable oosi" - 
lliis company is composed largely of some of the most sac- 

eessfol and widely*known men of the States of Massachnsettd^ 
^ Oonneddcnt, New York and Iowa, and being cordially endorsed 

by CSiief Justice Chase, Senator Snmner, H. G« Carey, Esq., of 
" Philadelphia, and others, your eommitlee think wbovdIs ns to 

«o5peraie w^ Congress in enacting laws to facilitate immi- 
cjgxalion throngh this medium — which, at the .same time^ wodld 
r>eiiable emplpyeis to carry out fHwiKWifittl y a nmilar iaamigia^ 
' 4B0n> throngh otiaer agencMS. 

-^ On the 4th of July* ▲. D. 1864» Congress passed ai^ act 
-ciintitlsd '<an act to enoonrage imndgration,'' wfaidb) provides 
i'Hora Commissioner of Immignitian, e a t^ah l ishii a am oflbaa in 

New York to encourage immigration, under £he nde&.fffe- 
iiiMnbed by said O fwnmi s iiw Mg^ and makea «aiiU<aB 'CoMraoU 
lamadein /0r^ign 09Unktki$ Jbr labor Inr twefan dHKwttuv (lu^^ 
ASsriiieh BimMfr nu^ be ad^aneedior eipenaes cf.UiHniyMtibn,) 
iitnian^of the3tateatar;9B0riiiDn0aQf thk^nnihi^^ .Uindapdthe 
(>f)iBD(iMions:ol tins act. of OMgiPsss^jenployeni. ace fauddadi jto 
-ifstenxe. with iaoilUy^ 'Jaboilera and . ml^^ihaiiica . » thiongh ittie 
idigitir.iai»jnampd)ab<we» (<wrlQ^hflflrtrijW^) bygitixl^orderfeiwhiph 

•i^ttiis difficulty arises: when ihi^ empkyer; whojhfarfyan^Bidiin 

.jgettbig such, bbdm:, Advasuoed his momqc^for hk iitinijgtaiipn 

in good faith, he is still }ifri)letito< ha^ Mm Ofeii^l^saar ^^^jjffvf"^ 

vyuMn^. toam JbiaaerTife; the la^ner 69; iikipolicdi ^ifthsiseby he 

,'>laa0^j.th^:.profil(«x>f ,«^ togetbsi!^ with vtiM aflitiriiirn 

,nXB«i»i^ im«iigittfcion#. This etil {s^not pno^ed ilgatMkHin 

fifHidiAQtriofi Congr^ss^ lUldMa^« to be. jUkes^^eat. barrier toi 

RoMwN op^sations lo^dv ttibe sameb as reganis <Soii4)raotedhibDr. 

•/l^erefore, lor tlie:p:w:pofle of further protecting emplqijeQi of 

f,#^ch,cont]3ac|)ed]abQr,:yoitf ooianuttee have insfauoted mft to 

. report herewith anothepr hiB, estiUed a bill to protect empleif- 
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ers of emigrant labor contracted under the proiieiotis of an 
bkA of Congress, approved July 4th, A. D. 1864 This bill 
makes the person or persons enticing away contracted laborers, 
or employing them after having actual notice of such contract, 
liable for all damages sustained by the original employer, 
together with the money advanced for iminigration. It eiao 
makes it a misdemeanor, punishable by fine, &&, to wilfoUy 
entice from the employ of such contract-holder such laborer 
daring the life of such contract 

Both of the bills reported herewith your committee respect- 
fdOj submit for your consideration, and recommend their 
pMsage^ and ask to be discharged from the fqrther consider- 
ution of the subject. 

D. H. JTEBOIDH^ Ohtrirmmu 
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BEPORT of the Judiciary Committee, to whom was referred 
the petition of sundry citizens, asking the restoration of 
the death penalty in this State. 

The committee on the judiciary, to whom was referred the 
petition of sundry citizens, asking the restoration of the death 
penalty in this State, 

Would respectfully report that punishment by death is 
justifiable only on the ground that it is necessary for the wel- 
fare and safety of society. The unnecessary taking of hu- 
man life, even as a punishment for crime, is an evil; it tends 
o destroy that sacredness and respect for the life of human 
beings implanted in our nature by the great Creator, while ex- 
perience has fully shown that it has not had the effect to dimin- 
ish crime. Gradually for years past the civilized nations of the 
earth have been either by law or by force of public opinion, lessen- 

« 

icg the number of offenses liable to this extreme penalty, until 
in enlightened countries death is now rarely visited upon an of- 
fender save for the crime of murder or treason. The old idea that 
severity of punishment is necessary to create a dread of crime, 
has been fully exploded. Thus in England, where more than one 
1 



hundred and fifty offenses, of snch a character as theft, fraud and 
trespass, have been denounced as capital felonies, and punished 
by death alike with robbery, arson and murder, the penalty 
was so repugnant to the general sense of justice that it excited 
the disgust of all good men, bringing the law into disrespect 
and disuse, whereby offenders multiplied and increased. In- 
stead of inspiring a dread of crime, severe punishments rather 
create a horror of the penalty and a sympathy for the offender* 
Witnesses pity the culprit, and shrink from testifying to the 
full extent of their knowledge. Jurors, dreading to take hn- 
man life, seize upon some plausible pretext or flimsy defense, 
manufactured for the occasion by ingenious counsel, to conjec- 
ture that the crime is not so positively proved as to be beyond^ 
possible doubt, and a disagreement or an acquittal follow, al- 
though the preponderance of evidence is -so strong against the 
prisoner as to satisfy every common understanding of his guilt. 
The chances of escape are multiplied, and just in proportion as 
the certainty of conviction lessens, crime will increase. 

For generations, in every possible mode criminals have suf- 
fered the extreme penalty of the law. The fear of torture and 
of death in its most horrid forms, have not been sufficient to de- 
ter men from the commission of crime. With full sway and an- 
experience of ages, death has failed to terrify offenders, and 
the cry " crime is increasing with fearful rapidity," comes up 
as often from localities where the power of the King of Terrors 
is still invoked, as from elsewhere. 

Observation shows that the dread of violent death is not so 
great as it is generally supposed to be. How often do men 
deliberately court death. The soldier, the duelist, the suicide, 
the misanthrope, and even the hardened offender, who Has com- 
mitted crimes as a pastime, meet this great change without 
the least apparent fear or apprehension, and sometimes seem to 
welcome it as a desirable infliction. In many instances murder 
is followed by suicide. In other cases the guilty perpetrators 
surrender themselves at once, and even manifest an eagerness 
to be led to the scaffold. 
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The right of society to protect itself against aggravated 
'Crimes, and to prevent the same by such punishment, even to 
the taking of life, as shall be most effective for that purpose, is 
not denied. If the public welfare may demand the free sacri- 
fice of life for the general good, as in case 'of war, there can 
be no doubt of the right, when necessary for the same pur- 
pose, to destroy human monsters who plunder community and 
prey upon its members. But we have yet to learn that the in- 
£iction of the death penalty has proved a terror sufficient to pro- 
tect society or prevent crime. On the contrary, we think that 
the fear of shedding innocent blood has discouraged prosecu- 
tions, prevented convictions, caused laws to be loosely enforced, 
and enabled great criminals too often to escape the just merit 
•of their crimes. It has been well observed " that a single fail- 
ure to punish excites a greater degree of hope in the minds of 
•criminals than twenty executions excite of tear." When the 
guilty thus go free, villainy is encouraged, and the temptation 
to commit crime is strengthened and stimulated by the prospect 
•of escaping its penalties. 

Prison statistics fully verify the truth of the old adage, that 
■** ignorance is the mother of crime." Unbar the cell of the felon, 
4knd in the great majority of cases it will be found to contain the 
victim of a neglected education, of indolence, or of drunken- 
ness. If a remedy is sought for growing crime and depravity, 
provide free schools, and make them attractive, sharpen the 
faculty for discerning and discriminating between right and 
wrong. To-day, with all the educational advantages of the 
State, far too large a portion of its children are growing up in 
ignorance and sin. Suppress gambling establishments, create 
« public sentiment that shall discourage the use of intoxicating 
liquors, that shall make idleness unfashionable, that shall not 
wink at coji^ruption, whether in public or private places, that 
ifihall make the detection of vice easy, and its punishment cer- 
tain, and you will have an effective remedy lessening crime, 
without resorting to the long- tried and hitherto unsuccessful 
•experiment of terrifying man into the paths of virtue by means 
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of " private slaughter pens/' or public executions like that re- 
cent one in England, where the criminal was launched into 
eternity amid the laughter, jeers and yells of a mass of nearly 
one hundred thousand persons, largely sprinkled with gangs of 
robbers, pickpockets and ruffians of every shade, " plying their 
vo'cation," " who openly stopped, * bonneted,' sometimes gar- 
roted, and always plundered any person whose dress led them 
to think him worth the trouble." 

It is now quite or nearly twenty years since the death pen- 
alty was abolished in this State. Experience here has shown 
that capital offenses have not, since the abolition of this pro- 
vision, increased greatly beyond the proportionate growth of 
population, nor relatively faster than in other States where 
the penalty is still enforced. Nor have we evidence that this 
change has in ahv wise lessened the restraints upon crime, or 
induced its more frequent commission within our borders. 
Reckless men have not resorted here for the purpose of indulg- 
ing in a propensity for violence and bloodshed, because, there- 
by, they would not forfeit life. Our people have not been ter- 
rified by a disposition to lawlessness not prevalent elsewhere. 
Nor have an unusual number of horrid crimes transpired in 
our midst, to shock and startle the moral sense of the comm^^ 
nity. While we admit that our police regulations, especially 
in our larger cities, have not been as efficient as they ought to 
have been, and that sometimes criminals have gone un whipped 
of justice, by reason of the connivance and corruption of 
officers, the doubt and hesitation of jurors, or the defect and 
laches dS" law, yet we think we can safely assume that for the 
past twenty years, the general good order and the administra- 
tion of justice in this State, will comtpare favorably with any 
of our sister States where crime has been punished by death 
on the gallows. A stranger, living where the death penalty is- 
in full force, passing through the State at any time during this 
period, would have seen nothing to indicate that life and 
property were not as secure here as elt^e where. We say, then^ 
that the actual experience of these twenty years, in this State, 
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has fairly proved that exeoutions of a public or private natare 
have not been necessary for the protection and safety of 
society. 

Bat we are told that we are in the midst of a great war, that, 
like all war, is demoralizing our young men, and training them 
to deeds of violence; and that when the war is overhand the 
soldier returns, he will bring back a propensity for blood, and 
a disregard for life, the gratification of which can only be 
checked by the terror of an infamous death on the scaffold* 
We are not prepared to admit the force of this proposition. A 
glance at the past will show that disbanded armies have not 
always returned home to increase and enlarge the calendar of 
crime. Speaking of the disbanding of the army of Cromwell, 
the English historian says: ** In a few months there remained 
not a trace indicating that the most formidable army in the 
\ -world had just been absorbed into the mass of the community. 
The royalists themselves confessed that in every department of 
honest industry, the discarded warriors prospered beyond other 
men; that none were charged with any theft or robbery; that 
none were heard to ask an alms; and that if a baker, a mason, 
or a wagoner attracted notice by his diligence and sobriety, he 
was in all probability one of Oliver's old soldiers.'' The sol- 
diers of our own revolution, although discharged and sent 
home half paid, and poorly clad, at a time when the country 
was embarrassed, the treasury exhausted, paper money depre- 
ciated, and the cost of* living enormously high, like their great 
commander, quietly betook themselves to the pursuits of civil 
life, and it was remarked of them " that the instances were 
rare where a veteran had returned to his home to disgrace it.'^ 
It is no exaggeration to say that the men who have left the 
peaceful pursuits of life, and have gone forth to fill the ranks 
of our army, and who now stand, or have stood, in this war 
between us and the foe, as a body, are as intelligent and virtu- 
»ous as any army that ever trod the earth. If other armiea 
have been disbanded without producing an increase of crimo 
and misery, we think it fair to presume that this may be also» 
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Indeed, a large proportion of the men enlisted at the commence- 
ment of this straggle haye already been discharged, and are 
now civilians in our midst, yet we have no proof in their con- 
duct of this apprehended recklessness of law and life. 

. We cannot persuade ourselves that it is best, upon a mere 
apprehension or suspicion of danger, to change the policy of 
the law upon this subject, and recommend a return to a system 
which, on a practical trial for generations, has proved of doubt* 
ful utility. 

Tour committee, regarding the law as it now exists as sufift- 
-cient for the protection of the public, recommend that the 
prayer of the petitioners- be not granted. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

0. M. CROSWELL, Ohaimm. 
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REPORT of the Select Committee on Bounties. 

The select committee on bounties, to whom it was referred 
to ascertain what legislation is needed, if any, in regard to 
raising bounties for volunteers, in the military and naval ser- 
vice of the United States, respectfully report that they have had 
the subject under consideration, and find that the Bounty Law 
now in force, either from inherent defects, or from a disregard 
of its provisions by those charged with its execution, has failed 
to meet all the purposes for which it was intended. 

The bounties provided by it, are probably large enough. But 
the State bounty therein promised, has not always been paid; 
and too frequently, when paid, there have been so many de- 
lays and difficulties thrown in the way of the volunteer in ob- 
taining it, that it has become of little use in promoting enlist- 
ments. 

The local bounties, provided by the law, have been more 
available^ because their payment could be guarded by those 
who were personally interested in promoting enlistments in 
their immediate dirtricts. But from a want of proper checks 
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and restraints in the law, the requirement that these bounties 
should be paid only to those resident volunteers who should be 
credited to the district in •which they were enrolled, or actually 
resided, has been \^holly disregarded, and wealthy localities 
ha*'e added large subscriptions of money to these local boun- 
ties, and have thus unjustly obtained for themselves, credits of 
volunteers from less wealthy districts. The consequence has 
been that the poorer districts have, without law or authority, 
voted enormous taxes upon their townships, to raise bounties 
that would protect them from their richer neighbors, and are 
now beseiging the Legislature to* legalize their acts in voting 
these burdens upon themselves. By this system of rivalry to 
obtain credits all uniformity of bounties is lost — richer locali- 
ties oppress the poorer ones — and unreasonable and unneces- 
sary bounties are paid, and a consequence is that enlistments 
are made a scheme for the extortion of money from the people. 
A bounty of two hundred dollars is believed to be sufficient. 
Wera it much less than this, volunteers would be induced to 
go to adjoining States, where larger bounties could be obtained. 
Were the amount placed higher, it becomes oppressive and 
inordinate. 

It is also believed that the bounty decided upon shotdd be 
partly a State and partly a local bounty. By paying part from 
the State treasury, the burden will be more equally distributed. 
And by making part of the bounty local, greater caue will be 
observed in its payment, and there will be more solicitude on 
the part of the people to promote enlistments. 

But little benefit can be hoped from a State bounty unless 
its prompt payment can be secured to the volunteer himself. 
And unless local bounties can be made to be nearly uniform, 
and kept within reasonable limits, they will be more a means 
of oppression to the people than of good to the volunteer. 

It is believed that greater uniformity can be secured in local 
bounties, by requiring them to be paid from county bonds, to 
be issued to the t3wnships and sub- districts, and by prohibit- 
ing the raising of money by vote at township and ward meetings 
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for that pnrpose. And as a matter of justice to all portions of 
the State, the payment of all boxmties to resident volunteers 
shoidd be limited to such only as are credited to the district in 
which they are enrolled, or where they actlially resided at 
the time of their enhstment, and this requirement should be en- 
forced strictly. 

Your committee present herewith a bill to provide for the pay- 
ment of State and local bounties, which it is hoped guards 
against some of the abuses that have appeared in our present 
bounty system. 

All of which is submitted. 

0. HOWELL, Chairman. 
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MAJORITY REPORT of the Committee on the Judiciary, 
relative to the pay of the Circait Judges. 

The majority of the committee on the judiciary, to whom waff 
referred the petitions of the bar of the counties of Macomb, 
Genesee, Saginaw, Hillsdale, Lenawee and Shiawassee, praying 
the Legislature to pay the circuit judges in gold or its equiva- 
lent, have considered the same and beg leave to report: 

This nation is engaged in a civil war, more terrible and of 
greater magnitude than any that has marked the history of 
modem nations. To carry on this war successfully, we must 
have means, as well as victories on the field of battle. The oft 
repeated saying, " money is the sinew of war," has come to be 

a proverb. It is dear to the comprehension of the dullest in- 
tellect, that armies cannot be raised and supported, nor navicB 
created and set afloat, without money or credit. In 1862, the 
government of the United States, finding it apparent that the 
military resources of the nation were to be taxed to their 
utmost capacity, and that its financial wants could not be ffup- 
plied through the common medium of coin, had recourse to the 
estaiblishment of a circulating medium, by the issue of treaffoiy 
1 
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notes, made a legal tender for the payment of debts. This was 
bnt a method of borrowing from the people at large. Every 
good citizen felt it a duty and a privilege to give credit and cur- 
rency to the paper issues of the govemment, and all classes be- 
came creditors of the nation. Since then a laxge sum of these 
treasury notes has been issued, constituting, in a great measure^ 
the medium of national commerce and trade, while government 
bonds and interest-bearing treasury notes, in a variety of f ormS| 
have absorbed a large proportion of the surplus capital and 
earnings of the people. It is estimated that more than one- 
half of all the deposits in. saving and other banks, are invested 
in the funded debt of the nation, while its circulating obliga- 
tions are in every man's hands, and have become the basis, to 
a great extent, of all business operations. Now, every act that 
directly or indirectly tends to depreciate this currency, impairs 
the public credit, cripples the government, impoverishes the 
people, and inevitably leads to confusion and derangement in 
all the channels of business and trade; a reverse to our arms; 
a persistent effort by the " bulls and bears " of Wall street to 
magnify the obligations and belittle the means of the govern- 
ment, and all measures to (nreate distinctions in the currency 
and prevent the paper issues of the nation from becoming a 
uniform, recognized medium for the exchange of products, pro- 
duce this result. 

If Congress, at its present session, should provide, by law, for 
paying the officers of the federal government and of the army, 
in coin, while the people were compelled to receive paper, it 
would require no prophetic vision to perceive that such a dis- 
tinction would be productive of great injury to property and 
labor. The authorities would be virtually discrediting the na- 
tion and weakening the public confidence, and the present dif- 
ference in value, between coin and paper^money, would inevit- 
ably be greatly increased. Yet it is apparent, with the pre- 
sent inflation of prices, that the fixed salary of a government em- 
ployee is not equal to more than one-half of the same amount, 
when paid upon the standard of four years ago. The increase 



No. 7. 8r- 

in the cost of living is geneiral, and all persons or officials 
depending on a stated salary are affected by it alike, or nearly so. 
Now, if one class of public officers are to be paid in coin, may 
not others with equal propriety claim the same compensationr 
Is an office like that of Governor, requiring the best talent 
and ability of the State, and tasked by the emergencies of the 
nation with more than ten fold its ordinary duties, not as justly 
entitled to pay upon this basis as any other office ? It is dear 
that the same reasons that are urged for paying the salaries of 
^he Judges in coin, could be pressed with equal if not greater 
force, in behalf of other officers of the State government, and 
that the adoption of the measure prayed for by the petitioners 
would be but the entering wedge to a general system affecting 
the uniformity of the currency, and creating one standard of 
Talue for the people, and another for public officers. 

In sister States, similar suggestions for the payment of State 
officers and members of the Legislature in gold, have already 
been made, and it is easy to see that the inauguration of this 
policy would be but the beginning of a series of blows at the 
national currency, under the effect of which it would rapidly 
depreciate until it might become almost as poor and worthless 
as the rags and shinplasters that rebeldom has dubbed with 
the euphonious title of " confederate currency." 

The powe^ to coin money and to provide a common circula- 
ting medium for the nation has been delegated by the States to 
the general government. In the exercise of that power Con- 
gress has made treasury notes lawful money and a legal tender 
in payment of debts. These notes, now in general circulation 
throughout the land, have almost wholly seperseded the use of 
coin. They are made the standard of value, and the State, as 
well as individuals, is bound to receive them in payment of all 
debts for the amount they claim to represent. The State 
therefore has no power to collect its dues, or any part thereof^ 
in coin alone. AU of its books of account and its receipts and 
expenditures are based upon the currency of the government. 
If it require coin now for any purpose, it must, by its agents, 
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go into the market and purchase it precisely as an individual 
would, at its market value. Gold and silver coins, as well as 
other articles, have a value regulated by the supply and de- 
mand. Sometimes we have seen silver scarce and gold in 
abundance. Silver coin would then command a premium, as 
all coin does at the present time, but the standard of currency 
was not changed, and the silver dollar in a legal sense was of 
JQO more value than one of gold. It wiU not be presiuned that 
the State authorities would have a right to purchase silver coin 
At a premium on gold coin to pay to their agents. Nor can we 
presume that the Legislature has any right under the Constitu- 
tion to authorize the appropriation of money for the purchase 
of currency of a higher and different market value from that 
created by the government, and in general use, with which to 
pay the officers and servants of the commonwealth. 

In our opinion the measure proposed by the petitioners is 
clearly unconstitutional. There are now eleven Circuit Judges, 
whose salaries under the constitution, amount to sixteen thou- 
sand five hundred dollars. The present value of coin is about 
double that of the legal paper currency. To carry the pro- 
posed law into effect, it would be necessary to appropriate 
thirty-three thousand dollars from the State treasury. The 
books of the State Treasurer must then show that thirty-three 
thousand dollars has been paid from the treasury for a purpose 
for which the constitution allows sixteen thousand five hundred 
dollars only. No breach of that instrument could be more 
open and palpable; and if at some future time action should be 
brought against the Treasurer for thus misappropriating the 
public moneys, he could not possibly shield himself behiad any 
law we might pass. If it be said that the constitution is not 
violated, because the amount actually paid to the Judges is but 
the sum mentioned in the constitution, the answer is, that this 
is but an attempt to accomplish indirectly what that instru- 
ment does not allow to be accomplished directly. If three 
thousand dollars ia taken from the State treasury to pay a 
Judge, when the constitution allows fifteen 'hundred only, the 
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tmlawful charapter of the act is not diminished by the amount 
being first handed to a Wall street broker, who gives the Judge 
an equivalent. It is still palpable — and the books of the State 
Treasurer show the fact— that three thousand dollars have 
gone to pay the salary, and it is wholly immaterial through 
how many hands it passed after leaving the treasury before it 
came to the Judge. His compensation, when it reaches him, 
is double what the State Treasurer could lawfully pay him 
from the funds received at his office. And if constitutional 
provisions can be thus evaded, a premium is offered for circuit- 
ous and indirect legislation, and he veiU be the most successful 
statesman who best succeeds in importing into these halls the 
practices of the stock jobbers and money changers. 

But it is said that coin was the standard when the salaries of 
the judges were fixed, and when they entered upon their official 
duties; and that payment now in paper changes the value of 
the salaries, and that there is no power to substitute this paper 
money as payment to these officers, at a higher rate than its in- 
trinsic or coin value. If this proposition is correct, it wiU ap- 
ply. ^th equal force, to persons holding office in all depart- 
ments of the State government; and all whose salaries were, 
fixed upon the coin standard, should stiQ be paid on that basis. 
We cannot assent to this doctrine, and believe it to be contrary 
to law and the practice and policy of the government. 

As we have already seen, the States have no power to coin 
money or emit bills of credit. Congress establishes the cur- 
rency and regulates the value thereof; and it has repeatedly 
exercised this power by changing and diminishing the value of 
coins. Thus, in 1834, gold coin was reduced, and again in 1837, 
both gold and silver coins were alloyed, and yet these debased 
coins were declared " legal tenders in payment for their nominal 
values." The actual value of the money coined previous to 
1834, was much greater than the coinage of a subsequent date, 
and yet the power of the general government, to make this 
change, has never been denied, although, by the new standard^ 
a dollar was actually worth much less than before, and the old 
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ooinage commanded, and has ever sincocontinaed to command^ 
a premium over the new issue. 

Suppose a Federal or a State officer, holding office in 1830, 
and continuing therein until the present time, should insist 
that the authorities pay him in coin of the old mintage, or allow 
him a sum sufficient to make the new coin an equivalent there- 
for^ does any one suppose that he could thus discard the gOT- 
emment standard in common use, and receive for every dollar 
due him by virtue of his office, coin of the commercial value of 
one dollar and ten cents. 

A few weeks since, the death of Judge Taney, Chief Justice 
of the Supreme Court of the United States, was announced. 
He was appointed to that high position during the administra- 
tion of President Jackson, and continued to hold it until his 
decease in October last. During the time that he was Chief 
Justice, Congress, by repeated acts, diminished the value of 
coin. The issues of the mint when he came into office were 
much purer and finer, and of greater intrinsic value than the 
coinage of the twenty years preceding his death. It will hardlj 
be contended that he was entitled to payment for his servicea 
. in coin of the particular stamp that was current when he came 
into office, or in an equivalent for the absolute value thereol 

Yet. if we are correct in our uuderstaudiBg of tiiia question, 
an argument in support of such a claim, would be similar to 
the reason assigned for this allowance to the Circuit Judges — 
the only dijQTerence being that paper instead of debased coin 
is in the latter case made the standard of value, while the right 
of Congress to make its paper issues lawful tender as money, 
will hardly, we think, be disputed after a decision affirming 
that right by some of the best judicial tribunals in the land. 

In delivering an opinion in the cases of the Metrop litaa 
Bank et. al, vs. the Superintendent of the Bank Department, 
and Lewis H. "ULeyer vs. James J. Boosevelt, in which the New 
York Court of Appeals declared the act of Congress au horiz- 
ing the issue of legal ^nder notes constitutional, Mr. Justice 
Wright says; " My conclusions are that the act of Congress, 
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approved on the 25th of February, 1862, is not, in any of its 
f eatureF, unconstitutional. The clause objected to, which zniikea 
ihe notes issued by the Oovemment lawful money, and a legal 
tisnder in payment of public and priyate debts, was not outside 
of the measure of the authority given to Congress in the exe- 
cution of its powers. In carrying into execution the power 
tb borrow money on the public credit, (if in thj9 execution of no 
other spec'fied power,) it was fnUy justified as a means. There 
is no prohibition of the use of such means in the Constitution, 
and Congress, in executing the great governmental powers con- 
ferr d by that instrument, may use any modes or means not 
prohibited, most fit and appropriate in its judgment, whether 
directly or indirectly conducive to the attainment of the end of 
the power. That the public exigencies required a resort to the 
particular means complained of, is most manifest, though that 
was a question to be determined by Congress." 

Fully impressed with the fact that the salary paid to a cir- 
cuit judge is beggarly aod mean, and that when the sum was 
established it was not, never has been, and is not now an eqoiv- 
alent for the services required; while also regarding it as of the 
utmost importance to the public interests that such an amount 
should be paid as shall retain and secure in this important 
branch of the judiciary, men of the- highest learning, talent 
and moral worth, upon whose wisdom and integrity the people 
of the State can confidently rest for a clear and faithful ex- 
position of the law on all those rights of person and prop- 
erty, which must of necessity, in a popular government like 
ours, be submitted and entrusted to the judicial department, 
and fully satisfied that great injustice is being done by the 
meagre compensation paid to t^ese judges, we are nevertheless 
unwilling to take one single step in a direction that seems to 
us not only to go beyond the limits of the Stnte Constitution, 
but to expose us to dangers which may affect the stability of 
the national currency, and undermine that faith in the Govern- 
ment which is essential to carry us safely and triumT)hantly 
through the trials and perils of the great struggle in which we 
are now engaged. 
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We cannot consent to take upon onrselyes the responsibilitj 
of recommending a measure that we believe is likely to be pro- 
ductive of far greater evils than the wrong it proposes to 
remedy. A false step in this direction cannot be retraced, and 
when once taken wisdom and patriotism may not be able to 
repair the injury. A prudent and cautionary poUcy in respect 
to all matters affecting our finances, is, in our judgment^ pre- 
eminently wise and proper at the present time. '< It i^ better 
to bear the ills that we have than to fly to those we know not 
of." 

The Constitution of this State provides in Sec. 1, of Art. 20, 

. the mode of amendment, and that the proposed amendment 

" shall be submitted to the electors at the next general election.'' 

The power to designate the general election is left with the 
Legislature. By reference to section 3366 of the compiled 
laws, it will be seen that the Legislature has provided that the 
election to be held on the first Monday of April next, shall be a 
general election. 

Your committee are of the opinion that an amendment to 
the Constitution, providing a just and fair compensation for 
the circuit judges may, be lawfully submitted to the people of 
the State at the ensuing spring election. * 

They therefore, for the reasons above set forth, have come to 
the conclusion, that the prayer of the petitioners ought not to 
be granted, and respectfully recommend the adoption of the 
following resolution: 

Besolved, (the House concurring,) That the select joint com- 
mittee on amendments to the Constitution, be and they are 
hereby, directed to report at as early a day as practicable, a 
joint resolution proposing an amendment to section 1, of ar- 
ticle 9 of the present Constitution, increasing the compensation 
of circuit judges to such a sum as said joint committee shall 
deem just and equitable, so that said amendment may be agreed 
to by the Legislature, and submitted to the electors of the 
State at the general election to be held on the first Monday of 

April, 1865. 

CM. CROSWELL, Chairman. 
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REPORT of the Committee on Agricalture and Pablic In- 
structioD, to whom was referred a bill to efitabliah a branch 
of the Agricaltnral College in the Grand Traverse country. 

The committee on agricnltnre and public instruction, to whom 
was referred 

A bill to establish a branch of the Agricultural College in the 
Grand Traverse country, 

Have had the same under consideration, and have unani- 
mously instructed me to report a substitute therefor, and te- 
oommeiid that the substitute do pass, for the following reasons: 

It is right. The lands donated by Congress, and granted by 
the State for public education, public institutions or public in- 
terests of every kind, have been mostly drawn from that portion 
of our State north of the D. & M. B. R, and the lands appro- 
priated for agricultural education have been entirely taken 
from the Qrand Traverse and adjacent localities. 

These appropriations have greatly benefitted the southern 

portions of our State in regard to education, population and 

many other interests, while the selection of these lands from 

the north has hindered the settlement of that portion of the 

1 
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State, and will continue for generations to be a detriment to 
the people who ate now there. 

By reason of E. R. grants, .but more especially of the recent 
grant to the Agricultural College, a very large proportion of 
the best lands in the Grand Traverse country are held out of 
market, and at the prices established by law, they will remain a 
wilderness for a long period in the future; hence the settlement of 
that portion of our State is prevented, and the State is de- 
prived of the increase from taxes which would be paid by resi- 
dent farmers and mechanics. 

We beHeve it was the design of those who were active in 
procuring the grant from Congress to have that grant so ex- 
pended that it would aid in the education of the agricultural 
and mechanical workers in all portions of the State; but the 
northern portions of the State can never be thus benefitted by 
the grant of Congress, unless an Agricultural College, or a 
branch of the Agricultural College be located in that region, 
for the following, among other reasons: 

1. The soil of the Grand Traverse country and of the North- 
em Peninsula is different from that of the central and southern 
portions of the State, and hence different methods are required 
for successful cultivation. 

2. The cHmate of the northern is quite different from that of 
the central and southern portions of the State; hence, youth 
coming from the north, would have to undergo something like 
an acclimation before they would have firm health to pursue 
their studies in the south. This would be true, generally, not 
that the southern portion of our State is unhealthy, but be- 
cause of the stimulating qualities of our northern chmate. The 
life forces are depleted at the south, and the loss of vitality in 
the air produces a species of debility for a time, which all feel 
who come from the north to tarry during summer in the inte- 
rior of our State. 

3. The vegetation, likewise, of the north differs in many re- 
spects from that of the south. As an instance, the single 
shrub or vine popularly called ground hemlock, covers whole 
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towiuships in the Grand Traverse forest, while it is scarcely 
known in more southern latitudes. 

4. The distance that the youth of the north would be re- 
moyed from the Normal School and Agricultural College, 
would prevent the common farmers from sending their sons. 
Farmers desire their sons near home, on account of travel, 
vacations, and expense of boarding. The expense would be 
greater to send from Grand Traverse to Lansing, than to send 
them to "Wisconsin; and this, with the fear of ill health, would 
probably induce. the youth generally to cross the lake to a 
nearer school, and one in a regipij more assimilated to their 
own cHmate. And it is at least certain that while scholars 
from the northern peninsula would come to the Grand Trav- 
erse region, they would seldom come to the southern portions 
of the State. 

If nothing be. granted to the north in this respect, the wrong 
will become more apparent every year, as population deter- 
mines to that quarter. It wiU then be seen that while the 
land was mostly taken from the north to plant institutions in 
other portions of the State, nothing was done for that region 
from whence £he resources were derived; and when the land 
is aU exhausted, as it soon wiU be, nothing can be done with- 
out taxing the State treasuiy. 

5. What shall be done in this matter, should be done 
quickly. The scrip granted by the general government for 
a.gricultural uses to States that have no pubhc lands, will be 
laid upon lands in the Grand Traverse country for the pur- 
poses of education in other States, and our best lands will be 
closed against settlers more than they are now. 

It is the sons of those who have toiled as pioneers to open 
the new lands of our State, that most need and deserve the 
benefits of the education accruing from the agricultural lajad 
grant; but if something is not done until the lands seU for 
two dollars and fifty cents per acre, the benefits wiU be lost to 
the children of the first settlers in aU portions of the State; 
while if proper distribution of the fund be granted, and if 
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proper efforts be made, both the present and fatore gcf&era- 
tions will be benefitted. 

The people of Grand Traverse, cannot, without great 
expense, send our youth to the Normal School supported by 
the State. We are equally removed from the University, the 
Agricultural College, and other institutions at the south. For 
the preparation of teachers, therefore, we must dex)end on our- 
selves. Now, as the educational interests for the benefit of 
the southern southern residents in our State has been mostly 
taken from the north, may we not hope for a united vote in 
granting this small measure of benefit, as proposed in the 
accompanying bilL 

All of which is respectfally submitted, and the oommittee 
ask to be discharged from the further consideration of the 
eubjeot. 

S. P. BROWN, Ohtdrman. 
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MINORITY KEPORT of the Judiciary Committee, relative U>^ 

the salary of .the Circuit Judges. 

The minority of the committee on the judiciary, to whom 
was referred the petitions of the bar of various countiei^ 
praying the Legislature to pay the circuit judges in gold, or it» 
equivalent, begs leave to submit the following report: 

A large number of the attorneys at law from various counties 
having petitioned the Legislature of this State for the passage- 
of a law providing that the circuit judges should be paid their* 
salaries in coin. 

^, majority of the committee on the judiciary, to whom the' 
same were referred, report adversely to said petitions, on the 
following grounds : 

1. That we are in the midst of a civil war, which imposes 
great burthens on all classes of the community; 

2. That such a measure would tend to discredit or depreci- 
ate the paper currency; 

3. That paper, being made by act of Congress, legal tender^ 
it should be the exclusive medium of payment; 

4. That such a measure would be unconstitutional, because 

1 
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it would pay more than the constitational salary, measured by 
ihe standard of paper legal tender. 

These reasons are not satisfactory to the undersigned. The 
salary of the circuit judge is fixed at $1,500 by the Constita- 
tion. The circuit judge is also inhibited from taking any other 
public office during the term for which he was elected, and for 
4me year thereafter. 

It is conceded, by the majority report, that this salary was 
^ At all times too low; and that, paid in paper legal tender, it 
does not now reaUy qmount to more than one-half the nominal 
sum. 

This certainly presents a condition of things that demands 
xedress. In our system of govemment, every man is interested 
in maintaining a judiciary of the highest order. We look to 
ihe courts ;for the vindication and protection of our dearest 
^ivil lights. We need our best men on the bench. But we 
cannot have them there imless we give them such compensa- 
tion as will afford a fair and adequate support 
. Now, when the Constitution fixed the salaries of the circuit 
judges, gofd and silver coin were the standard. That was the 
fneostire which fixed the value of the salaries. The judges are 
entitled to receive that value still at our hands; and to pay this 
ttlary in gold and silver to-day, is not to give them any greater 
fralue, for these metals have not risen. They are worth no 
snore in the market than they were in 1850, the time when our 
Constitution was adopted. Indeed, there has been probably a 
flight decline, on account of the increased supply of the^re- 
eioQS metala 

Iiooking, therefore, at the measure in the light of equity and 
iiiorals, it is clear that it is strictly just. The judges would 
only receive the value which was solemnly pledged to them. 

It is said that the country is in war. True. But the judges 
are citizens also, and bear equally its burdens with the rest of 
tiie people. They pay their proportion of all taxes, and take 
iheir share in all privations. But if you pay their salaries in a 
depreciated currency, you impose on them a special burden. 
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If you pay the farmer in depreciated paper^ he raises the prio9 • 
of his produce. So with the merchant, the manufacturer, the - 
mechanic and the laborer. If the salary of the judge wa0 ^ 
raised in the same ratio, then he would have no cause of com- 
plaint. 

But his wages are fixed. It is just that the farmer, the 
merchant and laborer should raise their prices as a paper cuT' 
rency decreases. Would it not be an outrage to require the 
farmer to seU his wheat to-day for the same price, in paper, 
that he sold for gold five years ago ? Yet, is that not exactly 
what we now do to our circuit judge ? 

It is idle to pretend that such a measure would deprecinA 
the paper legal tender. The trouble is, the depreciatian 
already exists. Depreciation of a paper currency depends on 
no such considerations. # 

The simple truth is, that paper money contains in itself no^ 
intrinsic element of value. Its own value is always measured 
by something external to itself. For all practical purposes, as- 
a currency, coin furnishes that measure in all civilized coun- 
tries. The value of a paper currency will always depend osi 
the relations which it bears in actual use to coin. If its qualiiy 
is so limited that it can be used in actual business as aa 
equivalent for coin, it will stand at par; and just as it recedes 
from that point, depreciation will take place. This is a. 
national law, and wholly independent of our action here. 

No confidence resolutions passed by us, can give our paper 
currency any vitality or value. It is true that Congress has 
made paper a legal tender. The validity of this act is strongly 
doubted. For my part, I unhesitatingly repudiate it. 

The Constitution of the United States, as I read it, is a hard 
money Constitution; it knows no legal money but coin. 

It gave Congress authority to coin money. It did not give 
them authority to make paper money. 

A treasury note is not money, it does not even pretend to be, 
on its face it is only a promise — a promise to pay so many dol- 
lars at a specified time. It refers to that^ which is money tA/fU 
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-eide of itself; if it was in and of itself money, it wonld not do 
'this^ Gold has no place of redemption, its existence is as wide 
fts the uniyerse, and mankind its bankers. The framers of the 
Oonstitution were as thoroughly hard money knen as the world 
ever knew. 

They had felt the effects of a paper currency — ''pestilent 
effects/' as Madison describes them. To see how they stood in 
this matter, one only needs to consult Elliot's Debates, the Fed- 
eralist and the Madison Papers. 

I do not know what our courts may do. But this I know, 
that they cannot sanction the paper legal tender law without 
preferring the inspiration of these days, to that of the founders 
^f our republic. 

But even if the law is vaHd, it still leaves gold and silver le- 
gal tender. V^ can pay our debts in them if we are honest 
enough to do so. 

As I have already said, gold and silver have not risen. A 

-Judge's salary in gold, is to-day no more in actual value than 

we solemnly .agreed to pay. Nor is there anything in the pre- 

(tense that the proposed measure would be in violation of our 

vOonstitution. Fifteen hundred dollars in gold is still, in spite 

.of the paper act, so much legal money and no more. Certainly 

the State can pay its dues in any lawful money-^it is not pro- 

.hibited to pay in coin. Congress as yet have not prohibited 

.specie payments. And in this case, when aH concur in the jus- 

:^ce of the measure, all should be glad to use that money, which 

will in equity most exactly discharge the debt. Besides this, 

the Federal Constitution expressly declares, that no State shall 

make anything hut gold and silver coin a legal tender. 

As a State, therefore, we are fairly bound to pay our dues in 
coin. Our promises were made with that meaning, and good 
iaith requires that the loyal and 'patriotic State of Michigan 
should keep its promises as made. 

The majority also contend that as paper is the legal tender 
provided for ordinary business, so it ought to be in the pay- 
ment of salaries. I have already pointed out the distinction. 
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* 
The laborer justly asks and receives two dollars a day, be* 

cause he is paid in depreciated paper. Fay him in gold and 

you can have the same labor for one dollar. 

But a judge has no such freedom. His salary is fixed, and 
as the State holds him to the old contract price, so, in justice^ 
it should adhere to the old medium of payment. 

The majority of the committee further allege, that even gold 
and silver is subject to change in value, and that this has been 
done by Congress within a few years; also that it is competent 
for Congress to carry this to the extent of debasing the coin. 
These propositions are true; however, if we examine them for 
a moment, we shaU see that they furnish no sound argument 
for the majority; for the actual change of value in gold and 
silver coins, by the change in the value of these metals in 
the markets of the world, is only a small percentage in any one 
generation. This probable change is one always contemplated, 
and is so small as to be of no practical account in single .trans- 
action. The actual change in the legal value of our coins here- 
tofore made, have been merely to readjust them to the market 
value of these metals in the markets of the world. 

Congress may, it is true, debase our metal currency, but this 
is to suppose it to do an act of the last infamy. No nation, for 
many years, has dared to do this; and, in fact, no nation can 
now do this without decreeing its own ruin. 

The trade of the world now so embraces all nations as to 
make such an act a practical improbabihty. 

Suppose a nation should debase its coin, and pay debts in- 
curred by another standard, it would be but one form of repu- 
diation. Is any one here prepared to justify that? 

n this government owed a foreifim fiovemment a debt, is 
there a Senator here that would uphold our government in pay- 
ing the debt in legal tender paper? Nations know no currency, 
in their deal with each other, but gold. Yet this is what we 
practically do, where we pay the judges in paper money. 

The majority of the committee poetically admonish us that 
'*it is betier to bear the iUs that we have, than fly to those we 
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know not of.'* If they contemplate a lower depreciation of 

paper money, we accept the appositeness of the quotation; but 

if the inference is that therb are ills in the return to a sound 

Democratic currency, whenever law admits and justice demands, 

we deny the proposition. As well might you warn a sick man 

of the evils of a return to health. 

The use of a gold and silver currency, as a standard of value, 
is as near perfection as we can reach, in that direction. 

After peace, with restoration of Union, no greater boon can 
be conferred on the country thtfla a return to a currency on the 
basis of gold and silver. Every step in that direction, is both 
wise and timely. 

For these reasons, the undersigned caimot concur in the 
report of the majority. The means to do justice is within our 
own reach, without amending the Constitution. The times 
piotfl heayay upon our circuit judges, and we should grant 
them immediate relief — which is, pay the salaries in the cur- 
rency known to and in use when our Constitution took effect. 

Your committee would therefore recommend the adoption of 
the following joint resolution: \ 

JOINT EESOLUTION for the relief of the Circuit Judges. 
Besolved, (the House concurring,) That the Auditor General 
be and is hereby directed and required, (until otherwise 
ordered,) to draw his warrants on the State Treasurer for the 
payment of the salaries of the circuit judges, payable in coin, 
and said Treasurer is hereby directed to pay the same. 
All of which is very respectfully submitted. 

HUGH McCUEDT, 
Minority of Judiciary CommiUee, 
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COMMUNICATION from the Auditor General, relative to the 
Internal Improvement Lands granted by Congress to this 
State in 1841. 

AuDiTOB General's Offigs, ) 
Lansing f January 2T^A, 1865. ) 

Hon. E. 0. Grosvenor, President of the Senate: 

Sir — In compliance with the following resolution of the 
Senate: 

**Be8olvedf That the Auditor General be required to famish 
to the Senate: 

1st. The amount which the State has received from sales of 
the internal improvement lands granted by Congress to this 
State in the year 1841, in cash^ and cash indebtedness of the 
State, under the provisions of act No. 42, of laws of 1843, and 
act No. 68) of laws of 1844, from the passage of those acts to 
the 16th day of February, 1867; 

2d. The amount which has been^ received in cash from the 
sale of said lands, year by year, from jthe 16th day of February, 
1857, to this date; 

8d. What money appropriations, proceeds of said lands, 

1 
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have been made and expended from the internal improvement 
fond, for the construction of roads, railways, bridges, canals^, 
and improvement of water courses, and draining of swamps, 
from the year 1843 to 1864, inclusive; 

4th. What amount of warrants, payable in land, have been 
drawn for appropriations for the construction of roads, bridges, 
improvement of rivers, etc., up to this date, and what amount 
of the same I ave been located ;" 

I herewith submit the following communication: 

1. Amount received in land warrants $498,3*75 18 

" . '* cash or cash indebted- 
ness, • 113,388 92 

■ 

Total amount sold to February 16, 1851, $611,764 10 

2. The amounts received, in cash, year by year, from Feb- 
ruary 16, 1857, are as follows: 

For 1858, $95 8T 

'* 1862 22 9a 

" 1863 1,915 3& 

*' 1864, 1,49T 6^ 

" 1865 to date, , 5C0 Oa 

Total, $4,031 81 

No receipts in 1869, 1860 and 1861. 

3. Appropriations under act 147, 1857,, $50,000 OO 

' " " act 148, 1857, for roads 
in Oakland, Genesee, Tuscola and Saginaw 
counties, 5,000 acres, but as act 80, 1859, au- 
. thorizes the sale of these lands, proceeds to ap- 
ply to the road, the appropriation virtually 
becomes a cash grant, of. $6,250 00 



•^*« 



Totals, $56,250 00 

4. Amount of land warrants drawn to date, $503,684 03 

Amount of land warrants paid,. . . .$501,425 41 
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Amount of land Warrants outstand- 
ing, 2,258 62 



.$503,684 03 



Allow me to call, in this connection, the attention of the Sen- 
ate to ''Senate Document No. 14, 1861," which corrects some 
errors in '< House Document No. 12, 1857." * 

Very respectfully, 

E. ANNEKB, 
Auditor Cfeneral. 
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PROTEST of Senator Nevins, against the passage by the Sen- 
ate of a bill to provide for County Superintendents of Schools, 
and to amend certain sections, and to repeal certain other 
secilous iri' the Primary School Law. 

Mr. Nevins, previous notice haying been given, asked and 
obtained leave to offer the following protest, and have it entered 
upon the journal: 

Believing that the passage of Senate bill No. 24, being 

A bill to provide for county superintendents of schools, and" 
to amend certain sections of the primary school laws, and to 
repeal sections 74, 65, 86, 87, 88, 89 and 90, of chapter 78, of 
compiled laws, 

Is an act injurious to the people, the undersigned would dis* 
sent from and protest against such act. Being friendly to a 
revision of our primary school laws, and favorable to the osten- 
sible objects of that bill, after having labored vainly to effect 
what seemed to me to be vital and necessary changes in its 
character, nothing is left me but to protest against the act of 
its passage. 

The best educational q^ms are those which disseminata 
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learning among all the people. However desufable it may be 
to bestow the benefits of a highly superior education upon 
those who have the mea^ and the inclination to possess it, the 
greatest good comes from giving some education to aU the peo- 
ple; and the m(^e education that is given to all the people, the * 
greater is the benefit conferred. 

The main object of substituting a county or district superin- 
tendent of schools, in place of the township inspectors, is to 
get more efficient officers, and more time and attention devoted 
to the special duties pertaining to their offices. If, in indeavor- 
ing to do this, we place a greater tax upon education, a heavier 
burden upon the poor districts, and onerous and needless 
restrictions and requisitions upon the majority of teachers, 
some of the prime objects of the change are defeated. 

In the existing laws, the inspectors are required to meet in 
each township three times in each year, for the examination of 
teachers, while in this bill the superintendent is only required 
to visit each township once a year, for the same purpose. In 
the existing law, the inspectors are required to designate one 
of their number to visit each school once in each term, during 
the year, while in this bill the superintendent is only required 
to perform the same duty once a year. In some of the coun- 
ties of the State, the superintendent could scarcely do more 
than this, with the other duties assigned him. 

The provisions of the bill passed by the Senate restrict the life of 
the certificate given to the third grade of teachers to six months, 
while the superintendent is not required to visit the townships, 
for the purpose of examining teachers, only once in each year. 
In many of the newer townships, next to the want of means to 
pay superior teachers, is a great want of teachers of any grade. 
If it be the object of the bill to get rid of all teachers of a low, 
grade, who have heretofore been supposed to be of value to 
poor and backward districts, the e^ect will be to lessen the 
supply of teachers, until many schools in the rural districts 
must be untaught; or, to avoid this difficulty, the superinten- 
dent wilL constantly be tempted to place in the second grado^ 
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giving the range of the whole county for one year to those who 
are not qualified, but who may be found valuable — ^nay, indis- 
pensable, in their respective townships, thus defl^troying the 
yerj efficiency the bill was intended to promote. 

Another great objection to this bill is, that ^t makes neces- 
sary the reexamination of the teachers of the third grade every 
six months, without providing the opportunity for such reexam- 
ination. The lamentable and destructive war which we, as a 
people, are waging, is fast reducing our teachers to a class of 
females, who are hereafter to be our maui dependence, in the 
rural district especially, for both summer and winter schools. 
Many of them will be compelled to travel many miles, and to 
uncertain places, to reach the Superintendent, for ree'xamina- 
tion^ and then to pay him, out of their scanty earnings, for the 
extra time he devotes for their benefit. Shall we levy a tax 
upon education, rathei: than make it f reef Shall we burden the 
young teacher with labor and expense — the avails of which 
labor, and the sum of which expense, would otherwise have 
been devoted to her own education — ^by a senseless and arbi- 
trary restriction ? Let us rather aid and encourage our young 
women to fit themselves for usefulness, in almost the only 
avenue which prejudice leaves open to them, in which to com- 
pete with the sterner sex. 

Another provision of this bill takes from the primary school 
fund, apportioned to each county, a sum equal to one dollar for 
every school district in the county, to pay toward the salary of 
the superintendent. This is more a violation, of principle than 
a wrong of magnitude. It is a discrimination in favor of 
capital, and against the principle of making education free. It 

■ 

takes money to pay toward the salary of the superintendent, 
which the constitution contemplated should go toward making 
education free to all. Might we not, with equal propriety, take 
the primary school money to build school-houses, purchase 
black-boards, globes, maps or charts ? 

Another ground of protest is, that the expense of the pro- 
posed Bjntem isont of all proportion to the benefits likely to be 
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oonf erred. In the settled eonnties^ the number of districts wiH 
probably average 150. The school inspectors visit these dis- 
tricts turice a year, at a cost of $300. The superintendent^ to 
give them the same attention, will receive $1,200. All other ex- 
penses of the proposed reform (?) are in like proportion. Bat 
perhaps a worse feature than the additional expense, is the pos- 
sible restriction of the superintendent to one day only in which 
to visit each school, during the year. In many of the counties, 
one of&cer cannot possibly do more than this, for want of time. 
This protest is not against a well regulated system of county 
or district superintendents, but as against the action of the 
Senate, as tending to establish a law, the benefits of which are 
of a doubtful character, while its requirements are arbitrary, 
its restrictions onerous, some of its provisions fundamentally 
wrong, and its ei^ense burdensome. 

J. M. NEVINS. 
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REPORT of the Committee on the Reform School. 

The committee on the Reform School ask leave to report^ that 
it has visited that Institution and found it in the very best con- 
dition. The school rooms are well arranged to promote the 
conafort and health of the scholars^ and cleanliness, neatness 
and good order is a most commendable feature of the Institu- 
tion» throughout. 

The Reform School is one of the noblest institutions under 
the care of the State. It will, however, draw somewhat 
heavily upon the treasury. The ezpenditures for the years 
1863 and 1864 exceed the appropriations ia the sum of $14,000. 
When it is taken into consideration, of the unprecedented rise 
in eveiy article of subsistence and apparel, if there is any sur- 
prise, it is, that the deficit is not larger. It is behoved there 
has been no want of economy in the management of the Insti- 
tution. An appropriation is required to meet the deficit. 

To defray the estimated expenses of the Institution, for the 
years 1866 and 1866, the sum of $22,000 will be required for 
each year. The aggregate is very considerable; but when we 
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consider the condition, the large number of boys admitted, and 
that many will be thoroughly reformed, and that no one dkn 
fail to be greatly benefited by the religions, moral, industrial 
and educational training which he teceiyes, it is confidently 
believed, that the noble charities of the State will be repaid 
many fold — ^that many will go from the School established in 
habits of sobriety and industry, and mentally and morally qual- 
ified to discharge the duties of life acceptably to society. T weniy- 
seyen of the number released during the last year were " dis- 
charged as reformed." This result is most gratifying, and ena- 
bles the friends of the School to entertain the sanguine hope 
that the Institution will be eminently successful in the future 
under the care of the Legislature. 

Under the present law, boys are sentenced to the School of 
the age of two years and upwards, and are sentenced until 
tweiity-one years of age. By good deportment, the scholar 
obtains a certificate of honor, and in many instances leares the 
School in less than two years. 

Considering the success of the Institution, under the man 
agement of the present efficient Board of Control, and the Su- 
perintendent, eminently adapted in every particular to dis- 
charge the arduous and responsible trust confided to him, a 
change in the laws governing the institution, is deemed unad- 
visable. 

It being necessary for the Legislature to provide means to 
discharge the present indebtedness, and also for the years 1866 
and 1866, bills for the required appropriations are herewith 
very respectfully submitted. 

WARREN CHAPMAN, Chavman, 
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[ No. 13. ] 
MEMORIAL of the Ypsilanti Woolen MannfacturiDg Company- 
lb the Hon. Senale and ExAixe of Rqn'eBentaHvea of the 8t<Ue 

of Michigan: 

Your memorialist, the Ypsilanti Woolen Manufacturing Com- 
pany, respectfully represents that said company has organized 
under the laws 6i Michigan, with a capital of $100,000, and has 
capacity for the employment of 100 laborers, the consumption 
of 100,000 pounds of wool, and the manufacture of 80,000 
yards of full-cloth annually. Your memorialist respectfully 
asks your honorable body to enact a general law for the encouT- 
agement of associations for the manufacture of woolens, by 
imposing a specific tax of one-half of one per cent, on the 
capital stock paid in, in lieu of all other taxes. 

The extension of this important manufacture is of great 
interest to the State, the climate rendering woolen dothiag 
necessary the greater portion of the year, and becaoiie it fox-, 
nishes the producer a ready home market. 

Michigan now raises one-tenth of the wool grown in the 
United States, Her wool» in 1863, amounted, to 7,249,934 M 
pounds, an increase in the past four year8,^of 8,187,076 poundf, 
with a prp9pectiye increase for the ndzt fen years, of 1,000^000 
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pounds per annum. The following &cts, compiled from the 
oensos of 1860, will show our standing to-day in the woolen 
manufacture, and is an index as to how our material interests 
demand that we should stand. 

In 1860 the wool sheared in the United States was returned 
at 60,511,343 pounds. The quantity of wool manufactured in 
the nation was 80,386,572 pounds, thus eyincing to us the im- 
portant fact that our country manufactured one-fourth more 
wool than it produced. 

In the same year the wool dip of Michigan was 4,062,858 
pounds, and she manu&ctured but 223,100 pounds, or less than 
one-eighteenth of what she raised. 

The balance was sent abroad for manufacture, then to be re- 
turned to the producer of the raw material, with the cost of 
transportation, the per centage of the wool buyer, manufacturer, 
jobber and wholesale dealer and retailer added, and the poor 
man of our own State, robbed of the labor which should ha^e 
been justly his due. Had Michigan manufactured all her wool, 
her profits therefrom would at least have been doubled. 

That community are most thriftless who export the great 
proportion of what they produce, and import the larger part of 
what they consume. 

Some may increase in wealth by the double trauEfportation, 
and its changes through many hands, leaidng a profit in each; 
but it is evident that the original producer pays the expense. 

In 1860 the capital invested in the woolen inanufacture in 
the United States, was $35,520,527; pounds of wool used, 
80,386,572; value of raw material, |40,360,300; number of 
spindles, 639,700; number of looms, 16,075; male hands em- 
ployed, 28,780; female hands employed, 20,120; annual cost of 
labor, $10,927,877; value of products, $68,865,963. 

At the same period the statistics of Michigan in woolen man- 
u&ctures were: Capital invested, $139,500; pounds of wool 
used, 223,100; value of raw material, $91,090; spindles, 1,000; 
looms, 20; males employed, 98; females employed, SO; annual 
cost of labor, $38,316; annual ralue of products, $174,898. 
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Taking the statiBtics of woolen manniactnre in the United 
States in I860, as a basis, it would be nsefol to ascertain what we 
require to mannfacture 8,000,000 pounds of wool now raised in 
Michigan. The dip equals one-tenth of that manufactured in 
the nation in 1860, and would require one-tenth as many looms 
and £rpindles, thus giving the following exhibit for Michigan: 
dip of wool, 8,000,000 pounds; capital invested in manu&c- 
ture, $3,552,052; spindles, 63,970; looms, 1,607; males em- 
ployed, 2,878; females employed, 2,012; annual cost of labor, 
$1,092,787; annual products, $6,886,596. The present enhanced 
value of wool and labor would require greater investment of 
capita^ larger amounts would be paid for labor, and the an- 
nual products would correspondingly increase in value. By 
the encouragement and extension of such manufacture, a door 
would be opened for thousands of our gallant soldiers, whose 
constitutions have been war-worn in the service of their country. 

Our water power is ample for present use, and when all shall 
have been occupied, we can feed steam power wiih 25,000,000 
acres of firewood, and 7,000 square miles of coaL Your memo- 
rialist would also represent, that notwithstanding the great 
increase in wool in our State, her manufactures have decreased 
since 1850, in value, from $192,043 to $174,398, strongly indi- 
cating that such manufactures need legislative aid. Such aid 
was given our Tnining interests, and the benefits thereby 
secured are too well known to need repetition. 

In 1859, the Legislature offered a bounty for salt manufac- 
tured in Michigan, and in less than six years the annual pro- 
ducts of Midiigan salt exceeded $1,000,000. In view of the 
foregoing facts, your memorialist asks your honorable body to 
enact sudi a law as is heretofore set forth, if, in your judgment, 
it shall not materially detract from the interest of our great 
and growing commonwealth, and more especially if it shall* as 
your memorialist believes, add greatly to the prosperity of out 

State. 

a (XUBSWELL, 

PresiderU of ihe Woolen Mant^aefwring Oo. 

YtfOUJXTii February 1, 1866. 
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REPORT of Committee on State JkJfairs, relfttiTe to Utte elpim 
of David W. Noyes, Loren ABdrews, TTnn Miller and Hiram 
W. MiUer. 

The committee on State a&iEdrs» to whom was referred Hoiuse 
joint resolution No. 18, being 

A joint resolution for the relief of David W. Noyes, Loren 
Andrews, Unn Miller, and Hiram W. Miller, heirs at law of 
Joseph Miller, deceased, 

Have had the same under consideration, and fbd that this ]*es» 
olution directs the Board of , State Auditors to allow and pay to the 
heirs above named, any sum of money that may have been paid^ 
as rent on certain salt spring lands, situated in the county ot: 
Macomb, to the State, in year 1840, together, with the interesl^ 
until paid. 

The sum daomed to have beezi paid as above is seventy-five 
dollars, to which add the interest for twenty-five years, to 1st 
January, 1865, is $131 25, making a total daimed to the begin- 
ning of this year, of $206 25. The parties above named now 
ask the State to refund said amount and uxterest^ for the folr 
lowing reasons, viz: 
1 
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1st. At the time of paying said rent the State did not own 
the lands, for the nse of which the same was paid. 

2d. If the State did own the lands, there was no law direc- 
ting any State officer to lease them. 

Your committee considered the question of title, and find 
that said lands upon which said rent was collected were 
granted to the State by act of Congress approved June 23d, 
1836, on conditions, among others, that they should not be 
sold or leased for a longer term than ten years at any one 
period without the consent of Congress. The Legislature 
accepted said grant by an act approved July 25, A. D. 1836, 
and directed their selection, which selection was approved by 
the Department of the Interior, at WasMngton, on the 27th 
day of August, A. D. 1837. These acts, in the opinion of your 
conunittee, clearly settle the question of title, and establish the 
&ct that long prior to the year 1840, when said rent money 
wa^ alleged to have been paid, the State was the actual owner 
of said lands, and entitled to all benefits arising from their 
rental, though unable to sell the same or lease them for more 
than ten years at any one period without the consent of Con- 
gress. 

Tour committee further find that no other conveyance from 
the government of the United States to the State has ever 
been made of such lands, but eonsetit that the State should 
sell the same was given by act of Congress approved March 
3d, 1847, and under said grant and consent said lands have 
been sold. 

As to the question raised by the parties asking redress, at 
our hands, that the rental of said lands was without authority 
of law, your committee report that they have been unable to 
find any act bearing upon the subject, save the clause in the 
act of Congress conferring the grant as hereinbefore mentioned, 
and the main question then, for our determination is, shaU we 
review a transaction of the State, now twenty-five years old, and 
recommend that the money claimed to have been paid by these 
parties, or those they represent, shall be refunded on the sole 
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ground, that the Legislature failed to define the rule for leasing 
said lands, as contemplated, (by fair inference,) in said act of 
Oo^gress. 

This money was paid in 1840 when all the parties were sup- 
posed to know their legal, as well as equitable rights. 

Subsequently, in the year 1849, the same parties who paid 
the rent now asked to be refunded, purchased said lands, 
and paid therefor the price fixed by our statute, thereby ^>nma 
fade settling all questions pertaining to the rent or price of 
said land. There is no question in the minds of your com- 
mittee as to the State having an equitable claim for rent upon 
its lands, if the use thereof is of any value, and the question of 
value must be for the party renting to determine. 

Again: Should we open the door for claimants asking 
redress on the ground of equity, because the transaction on 
the part of the State was faulty for technical reasons ? If wrong 
had been practiced on innocent parties, by error on the part of 
the officers of the State, no equities should be barred on 
account of age ordy. But in this case your committee are 
unable to find that the parties to the transaction in question 
were misled by errors which should not have been apparent at 
the time, and have therefore directed me to report the resolu- 
tion back to the Senate, and recommend that it do not pass, 
and ask to be discharged from the further consideration of the 
subject. ^ 

B. H. JEROME, Chairman, 
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REPORT of ti^e Committee on Claims, relative . to the claim 
against the State for the improvement of the sand flats of the 
Muskegon river. 

The committee on claims, to whom was referred the special 
message of the Governor, calling the attention of the Legisla- 
ture to the claim against the State for the improvement ol the 
sand flats of the Muskegon river, have had the same under con- 
sideration, and respectfully report that, on a full investigation 
of the subject, they have arrived at the following conclusions: 

First, we find that the Legislature of 1857 appropriated fifty 
thousand dollars for the said improvements; that the Governor 
approved the act; that the commisdoners appointed by the 
act advertised and let the contract, according to thqr terms of 
the law; that the Governor subsequently endorsed his approval 
on the contract and specifications, in accordance with the pro- 
visions of said act; that the Legislature of 1858 extended the 
time for the completion of the work, thus recognizing the 
validity of the act; that the work has been, in perfect good 
faith, completed according to the terms of the contract, and 
accepted by the commissioners and the Governor; and, that 
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said improYement has proTed a meritorious one, and of great 
public utility, as is shown, after four years of service, by the 
reports of the commissioner of the State having the same in 
charge. It has thus receiTod all the official sanctions which 
are necessary to make it an equitable and Talid daim against 
the State. And your committee therefore folly concur with 
the Ooyemor in the opinion expressed in his^message, that, 
''Whatever technical or legal objections may have existed in 
the earlier history of this daim, to prevent the State from 
recognizing the contract with John A. Brooks, and from making 
payment under it, it would certainly seem that on no sound 
principle can the State now refuse provisions for its payment." 

If the State had intended to repudiate the contract, or to 
avoid payment according to its terms, it was its plain duty to 
give notice t^ the contractor before the completion^and accept- 
ance of the work. It seems to your committee that the obliga- 
tion of the State to pay, in money, according to the^terms of 
the contract, is plain and unmistakable. 

Such was also the unanimous opinion of the judiciary com- 
mittee of the Senate in 1861, when this daim first came before 
the Legislature. (Senate Documents, No. 4, 1861.) 

The next question which arises is, what is the proper mode 
of payment? 

The appropriation was made from the " internal j improve- 
ment fund," and it is evident that it was the iatention of the 
Legislature, in making the appropriation, to appropriate the 
proceeds of the sales of the internal improvement lands, whidx 
had been sold by the State for cash, and the cash indebtedness 
of the State, which proceeds had not before been appropriated; 
Bhd in so doing they were acting strictly within the provisions 
of the constitution, which permits the State to engage in works 
of internal improvement, iif the expenditure of grants to the 
State for such purposes; for it appears that the act of Congress, 
which became a law on the 4th day of September, 1841, and 
was entitied " an act to appropriate the proceeds of^ the sales 
of the public lands, and to grant preemption rights,'' by which 
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-there was granted to the State of Michigan, as also to other 
States, five hundred thousand acres of land, (vol. 5, page 466, 
U. S. statutes at large,) contained the following provision: 

" Section 9. The lands* herein granted to the States abote 
named shall not be disposed of at a price less than one dollar 
and twenty-five cents per acre, until otherwise authorized by a 
law of the United States; and the net proceeds of the sales 
of said lands shall be faithfully applied to objects of internal 
improvement, namely: roads, railways, bridges, canals, and 
improvement of water-<\ourses, and draining of swamps," &c. 

Cn the 14th of January, 1867, a bill was introduced into the 
Legislature of this State, entitled "a bill to provide for the 
improvement of navigation over the sand flats of the Musljce- 
.gon River." — House Journal, 1857, page 76. 

January 16th, of the same year, the House passed the follow- 
ing resolution, namely: Resolved, That the Auditor G-eneral 
be required to report to this House respecting the 600,000 
acres of internal improvement lands, giving a full and complete 
.statement of the various appropriations heretofore made for in- 
temal improvements, together with the object of the grant, the 
amount of land named in the several appropi^iations; also the 
•amount, if any, which has been appropriated for any work of 
internal improvement, and not expended, from the years 1848 to 
1866, inclusive." {House Journal 1867, page 97.) In response, 
•the Auditor General, on the 29th of January, transmitted to 
the House, a statement at length, by which it appears that the 
State had located, under the act of Congress aforesaid, 494,- 
103 77-100 acres of land, and had appropriated thereof, for in- 
ternal improvement purposes, 408,661 70-100 acres, and that the 
State had sold for cash and the cash indebtedness of the State 
<86,442 3-100 acres, the proceeds of which had never been ap- 
propriated in accordance with the terms of the grant. (House 
Documents, 1867, No. 12.) Acting upon this oficial statement, 
.as there is every reason to beheve, the House passed the bill, 
;and on the 16th day of February, act 147, session laws of 1867, 
was approved and became a law, which appropriated fifty thou- 
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sand dollars <' for the improYexnent of naTigation over the sand 
flats of the Mtuskegon river." 

Subsequently, in 1861, after the completion of the work, the 
Auditor General reported to the Senate that there were omis- 
sions and errors in the report of 1857, increasing the amount 
of the land appropriations 157,895 ^9*100 acres. (Senate Doo- 
ument8, 1861, No. 14.) But as it appears from the amount of 
warrants issued, that a lai^e share of the actsmaking these ap- 
propriations were not carried out, but have remained for seyen- 
teen years dead letters on the statute book, they cannot be 
accounted as expenditures under the grant, but are to be con- 
sidered the same as though the acts had not been passed. 

There has been much difficulty in getting at the facts neces- 
sary to a clear understanding of this matter, owing to the fact 
that this land trust, in keeping the accounts at the Auditor 
General's office, has been merged in that of the general inter- 
nal improvement fund of the State, which in the balance of 
accotmts for the construction of the Central and Southern 
Bailroads and other works, and the sale of the same was left 
with a large debit balance on the books. This, however, 
should have no bearing upon the faithful execution by the 
State of the trust imposed by the terms of the grant. Had 
there been kept a separate internal improvement land ^ famd 
account, as the primary school. University and swamp land 
accotmts are kept, it would have enabled the Legislature at 
any time to determine when the fund was exhausted. Quite a 
general impression has prevailed that this land trust or fund 
was exhaustfed, which undoubtedly arose from the excessive 
land appropriations made in 1848, so many of which, as before 
stated, were never expended. 

That this impression is erroneous is conclusively shown by 
the report of the Auditor General to the Senate, in response ta 
the resolution of the Senate, adopted the 24th of January, 1865. 

The Auditor's report, which we are assured has been prepared 
with great care and accuracy, shows that the total amount of 
warrants drawn for land against this fond is. . . . $603,684 03 
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Of -wJmUx there has been located, to January 16th, 

1865, .• $501425 41 



m^^^m^r^ 



Leaving outstanding, , $2,258 62 

That the amount of said lands sold for cash and cash 
indebtedness of the State to same date, is $117,420 73. Of 
which proceeds there has only been appropriated, in accordance 
with the terms of the grant, including the appropriation for the 
improvement of the sand flats of the Muskegon river, $56,250. 
(Senate Journal, January 27, 1865, p. 210.) 

A communication from the Commissioner of the State Land 
Office to your committee states that there remains unsold of 
the lands selected^ acres^ 2,167.80 

m 

Add amount of lands- unselected, 327. 09 

Total amount' of acres unsold, 2,494.89 

The account then with this fund will stand thus: 
500,000 acres of land, at $1 25 per acre, amounts 

to , $625,000 00 

Amount of land warrants issued to 

January 16th, 1865, $503,684 03 

Cash appropriations of the proceeds , 

of the sales of said land, 56,250 00 

♦ 559,934 03 

Balance unexpended, $65,065 97 

Leaving a balance, after payment of appropriation for the 
Muskegon river flats improvement, of sixty-five thousand sixty- 
five dollars and ninety-seven cents unexpended, less the inter- 
est, which.may be paid in the adjustment of the claim under 
consideration. 

This exhibit seems to your committee to remove all reason- 
able objections, constitutional or otherwise, which have been 
tirged against the payment of this claim, and they therefore 
recommend that the claim be referred to the Board of State 
Auditors, to audit and allow the same, with interest from the 
date of the acceptance of the work by the Governor; and what- 



^ Senate Doo. No. 16. 

ever amotmt shall be allowed by them and paid on this claim 
idiall be charged over to the internal improyement fond, and 
credited to the State on its indebtedness to that fond. 

And your committee, pnrsoant to the foregoing recommenda- 
tions, herewith introduce joint resolutions which they recom- 
mend do pass. 

W. DIVINE, Chairman. 
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[ No. 16. J: 

REPORT of the Finance Committee^ relative to the memorial 
of Robert W. Cummings, praying for relief. 

The finance committee, to whom was referred the memoriial 
of Bobert W. Cummings, praying for relief from expenses in- 
curred in perfecting the title to certain swamp lands, report 
that our investigation into the subject matter of the memorial* 
shows the facts to be substantially as follows: 

That iu the month of April, 1858, Daniel L. Bently assigned 
to said Robert "W. Cummings, a certificate for 33 acres of swamp 
land, situated in Lapeer county, and that said Robert W. Cum- 
mings, immediately after receiving said certificate, took posses- 
sion of the land, and proceeded to improve it. 

That in the month of July following, the Commissioner of 
the State Land Office notified said Cummings, by mail, that he 
had learned that fraud was practiced by Bently in obtaining 
said certificate, and that he had canceled it, and issued an- 
other certificate, for the same land, to one William H. dark.. 

That on the 3d day of September, of the same year, said 
Robert W. Cummiugs submitted proof to the CommisBionei: 
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that BenUy was anihorized, by proviedons of the law, for the 
tBude of Bwajnp lands, approved Febraary 4th, 1854, to make 
^^ntry of the land, and that no fraud had been practiced, but 
that the Commissioner adhered to his decision, and refused to 
consider the rights of said Cummings, whereupon said Cum- 
mings, fearing he might be ejected from the land by Clark, 
made a tender in gold coin to the State Treasurer, of the amount 
unpaid on said land, which was refused. That said Cummings 
made still further efforts to induce the Commissioner to reverse 
the decision by which the certificate was rendered void, but all 
to no purpose. He then commenced legal proceedings to per- 
fect his title, in the prosecution of which he avers that he has 
«i^ended the sum of $342 40, on which he claims interest to 
the amount of $107 86, thus making the entii-e claim amount 
to $450 26, a large portion of which is for Attorneys' fees. 
From an investigation into all the facts connected with this 
subject, your committee are clear in the conviction that a wrong 
was done to Mr. Cummings by the Commissioner of the State 
Xand Office, and the Supreme Court has so decided. 

It does not, however, appear from anything set forth in the 
memorial, that Cummings was ever molested in the. occupancy 
of the land, or that any proceedings had been instigated to 
evict him, but that he feeling that a doubt existed as to^ the 
title, and that he was liable at any time to be proceeded 
against by said WiUiam H. Clark, chose to commence legal 
proceedings himself, with the view to compel the State to per- 
fect his title, and in so doing incurred the expenditure of the 
amount claimed. Tour committee desire to say that while 
appreciating fully the anxiety of Mr. Cummings to have an 
undisputed title to his home, they are of the opinion that, he 
«* being in undisputed possession of the land, was not compelled 
to expend the amount of money claimed to have been expend- 
^d, but should have defended his title when it was assailed, 
and not till then; but that having decided to take the initia- 
tive in the commencement of legal proceedings, is not entitled 
to relief to the ainount claimed. The allowanoe of the entire 



Ko. 16. 



8 



claim of the memorialist wotild, in the opinion of your com- 
mittee, establish a precedent which would be unjust and 
dangerous, as it would encourage parties holding titles derived 

^from the State, who feel that such titles are in the least degree 
imperfect, to institute such proceedings as might result in the 
e:q)enditure of a sum of money exceeding the value of the 
property, with the expectation, as in the case of Cummings, 
that the costs and expenses of such proceedings should-be paid 
by the State. Under all the circumstances of the case, your 
committee have decided io recommend that Mr. Cummings 
be paid so much as he might have necessarily expended in de- 
fending his title, and interest thereon, and with this view have 
directed me to report herewith a substitute for the joiut reso- 
lution accompanying the memorial, and recommend that the 
substitute do pass, and ask to be discharged from the further 

. consideration of the subject. 

V. P. COLLIER, Chairman. 
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[ No. 17. J 

MEMORIAL of Hezekiah Q, Wells, of KalamazoOi against the 

remoYal of the Agricultural College. 

To the Senate and House of Bqn'esentoHves of the StaJte of 
Miehgian: 

The undersigned, a citizen of the county^of Kalamazoo, and 

for four years past a member of the ''Board of Agriculture/' 

would respectfully represent that the proposition submitted to 

your honorable bodies by the ezecutiye committee of the State 

Agricultural Society, to remoye the '! Agricultural OoUege " to 

some more eligible locality, should be carefully 'examined and 

thoroughly canyassed before the same is assented to and finally 

determined. '' Saye me from my pretended friends and I will 

bold in check mine enemies," might well be the exclamation of 

the authority haying in charge the Agricultural CoUege of 

Michigan. Professions of friendship haye heretofore oftentimes 

preceded the attempt to injure and destroy The undersigned 

would insist that the statements embodied in the long list of 

<' whereases," preceding the resolutions adopted by the ''ezecu- 

tiye committee of the Agricultural Society," are not established 

facts by any means; on the contraiy th^ are the mffte ^iagiey 

1 
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opinions " of gentlemen, veiy respectable it is true, in their 
seyeral positidns in life, but seemingly with limited opportunities 
for observation on this, a subject of grave importance to the 
mass of the people, and reaching conclusions not very credit- 
able to the intelligence of a body of men, who by some kind 
of fiction are supposed to exercise executive power and abiliiy, 
after a proper show of thought, research, and thinking qualities. 

The undersigned would not [assert that the location of the 
" Agricultural College " is the best that could be made in the 
State of Michigan, but he^begs leave most respectfully to insist 
that the averments in the preamble presented to the Legialdr 
ture by this committee [are not^ averments of facts, or even 
reasonable conclusions, to^wit: that the College has thus far 
*' failed to meet the expectations of its friends and to secure the 
sympathy and coiiperation of the farmers of the State, for 
whose especial benefit it was created, from the simple fact of 
its unfortunate and inaccessible location." It will be recollected 
that the College wasgfirst opened for the reception of students 
in 1857; that it was planned and inaugurated before a single 
other institution of the kind existed in the United State; that 
it had no precedent Jfrom which it could adopt all that was 
good or avoid that whichjpiad been proved and tried as evil 
With a boldness and confidence in ultimate.good results, a for- 
mer Legislature carried out the constitutional provision, and es- 
tablished the Agricultural] College, jestimating, undoubtedly, 
that in the lapse of time, practicegwould cure many difficulties 
resulting from inexperience. Admit that its location at the 
time made, was not as fortunate as might have been, that er- 
rors in its management have occurred j that large amounts were 
imprudently expended in the erection of the College, its' board- 
ing hall and dwelling houses for fthe professors, all this is far 
from establishing the fact that it now fails to have the sym- 
pathy of the farmers of the State. 

The objection of " inaccessible location," is obviated to a cer- 
tain extent, by the jj opening of the railroad from Owosso to 
Lansing, and the -more recent completion of railroad communi- 
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cation irom the tSagmaw Valley to the Detroit & Milwaukee 
railway. Easy access is thus given to the people of a large 
portion of the State to reach the Ck)llege, within the compass 
of twelve hours. A line of road is now in process of construc- 
tion from Jackson to Lansing, with a certainty of completion 
before the next regular session of the Legislature. This done, 
and the phrase of the executive committee — " inaccessible loca- 
tion" — ^will have as Httle meaning in connection with the " Agri* 
cultural College," as I trust their resolutions will have force 
with your honorable bodies, in indilcing legislative provision 
•for its removal Tour own wise forethought has undoubtedly 
contemplated the extension of the Grand Trunk railroad from 
Port Huron to the southerly extreme of Lake Michigan; the 
character of the country intervening between these points, and 
the lines of railroad already constructed across the Peninsula, 
indicate that the city of Lansing will be a prominent point on 
this ^eat thoroughfare. In view of the past, and the unfalter- 
ing confidence of your petitioner in the future power and pro- 
gress of the American people, I believe this road, over the line 
suggested, will soon be constructed, and then, I have no doubt, 
the gentlemen who drafted the resolutions, and the Executive 
Committee of the State Agricultural Society, who in due cere- 
monial adopted them, will each and every one of them, deny 
that they every used the phrase " inaccessible location," in con- 
nection with the Agricultural College. 

Intending to be respectable to your honorable bodies, and 
desiring, more especially, not to make statements in this peti- 
tion for your consideration, not in accordance with the truth, I 
do insist that the College has received careful attention from 
its managing board during the past four years; that it has been, 
during that time, steadily growing in favor with the people; 
that by impi^ovements made in connection with its real estate; 
by reorganizing its labor system to soma considerable extent; 
by changing the course of study so as to give more of the prac- 
tical in its system .of education, the College Eas actually made 
progress, and it bids fair, at no distant day, to become, in tiie 
estimate of all, an honor to the State. 
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In its history, one of the impediments to advanoent has ever 
been the nncertainty of its continued existence; the studeni 
could have no guaraii^e, this year, that the appropriation, 
would be continued for the next; he hesitated to enter an 
institution when the liabiUty existed t^at his four years' course 
would be interrupted by a failure, on the part of the Legisla- 
ture, to make the annual appropriation. This uncertainty is 
measurably past The congressional grant gives the Legisla- 
ture assurance that in the no distant future the sale of the 
240,000 acres of land will famish a fond munificent and ample 
to sustain a College where thousands of the young men of the 
country will be \trained " in such branches of learning as are 
related to agriculture and the mechanic arts." 

I pray your honorable bodies that prompt action be had on 
the question of the removal of the College, for while it is agi- 
tated, it interferes with the action of the Board of Agriculture 
in its arrangements for the current year. « 

In view of the fact that this College recognizes and acta 
upon the principle that manual labor is honorable, and witk 
the knowledge that other of the States are now moving in the 
establishment of Agricultural Colleges, so as to avail them- 
selves of the congressional land grants; that the ablest minds, 
of the country are devising systems and plans by which the 
greatest good to the greatest number will be realized from^ 
these munificent donations; and more especially since God, in 
His good providence, is now in our day establishing the great 
principle throughout the South as well as the North, that 
labor is honorable and entitled to its reward, it becomes you, 
as legislators, to carefully move in all matters appertaining to 
the industrial interests of Michigan. 

Tour petitioner, with all due respect for the intelligence oi 
your honorable bodies, would beg leave to suggest that the 
time is past for the consideration of the question as to whether 
the location of the Agricultural College was the most judicious 
that could have been made. The College farm is purchased 
and paid for ; the buildings have been erected, and in extent 
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are sufficient to acconunodate more than one hundred and 
twenty students ; an able corps of professors and teachers are 
now employed, all impressed with the idea, from present per- 
fected plans, that during the coming two years, more of char- 
acter can and will be giyen to the Institution, in the estimate 
of the people of Michigan, than during its whole former 
history. 

Permit me here especially to ixiTite your attention to the fact 
that a class of pupils, now in the common schools of the State, 
are looking forward to this College as the only place where, 
with the glorious privilege of self-labor, they can bring them- 
selves forward to take position among the intelligent farmers, 
mechanics and professional men of their time. They are the 
sons of fathers, who in the storm of battle have gone down in 
defense of that flag, which this day, spreading its ample folds 
oyer your halls of legislation, gives evidence that you and all 
the people of this State are free; that Michigan is still of the 
Union, an inseparable part of the Government which has now 
and will forever have power and strength to sustain itself 
against traitors at home, or enemies abroad. 

Your petitioner would respectfully ask that a liberal appro- 
priation f^r the <' Agricultural College," for the coming two 
years, be made by your Honorable bodies, and that all legisla- 
tion . contemplating a removal of the College be indefinitely 
postponed, and your petitioner, as in duty bound, vrill ever 
pray. 

Signed by HEZEKTAH G. WELLS, 

Of KciamazoOi Michigan. 
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[ No. 18, ] 

REPORT of the Committee on the Asylum for the Deaf and 

Dumb and the Blind. 

The committee on the part of the Senate, with a Eke com- ' 
mittee on the part of the House, whose duty it was to visit the 
Asylum for the Deaf, Dumb and Blind, beg leave to report, that 
pursuant to a resolution passed by the Senate and House of- 
Representatives, they did, on the second day of February, in. 
company with the board of trustees of the Asylum, visit the 
name, and found it in a much better condition than your com- 
mittee expected. Through the politeness of the present effi- * 
cient Principal, Mr. Bangs, who has been connected ^Ith the 
Asylum but a short time, we were pertnitted to listen to the^ 
exercises of the different classes. The first room we were bx^ 
vited to visit was the school room of those who have been don- ' 
nected with the Institution but a few months, and was under ' 
the charge of a teacher who formerly taught school in" the ' 
South, but the rebellion breaking out, she caine North, and 
judging from the proficiency the clarsTias* madie in so short ^ 
a time, your committee feel the Asylum ias a teacher whosfe ' 
whole souJf is in the great work of unstopping ihd eaxi of ^the 
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dea( and nnloosing the tongues of the dumb. We found this 
room almost destitute of fomiture, suitable for that class of 
pupils. As a portion of it, such as slates, cannot be procured in 
this county, the demand is not so easily supplied ; but your com- 
mittee were informed that the slates have been procured, and 
are now on their way to the Asylum. So the wants of the In- 
stitution ¥dll soon be supplied in that direction. 

The other rooms were under the charge of teachers who are 
themselves deaf and dumb, and understand the wants of others 
in like circumstances. The Asylum is at present in good con- 
dition, with the exception of the beds and bedding, which are 
not sufficient for the comfort of those now connected with the 
Institution. They are single beds with but one very poor pil- 
low, which in most cases, two have to occupy. The bedding 
should be blankets, which could be washed. The entire sup- 
ply of bedding should be replaced with new. As we cannot 
Qxpect that, at present, there should be an appropriation made 
sufficient to make them comfortable and respectable. When 
we look at our State Prison and Eeform School, and see what 
has been done by the State for the comfort of those who are 

\ guilty of the worst of crimes, we are led to ask why should 
those suffer through our neglect, who are so unfortunate as to 
be deprived of hearing aad speech, and in many cases of the 
best gift of our Creator, their eye-sight. Is it because they are 
dumb and cannot reproach us, or because some of them are* 
blind and cannot see ? And as we wait for an answer, our 
question comes back to us in echo, why ? 

It is true we are called upon in this time of trouble — ^when 
our country calls upon us for aid in support of the best Got- 
emment the snn ever shone upon, to pay high taxes, and we 
are apt to ask ourselves, ** how can we be relieved from a por- 
tion of this burden?" and to answer the question, we look to 

' our benevolent Institutions to see if we cannot take away from 
ihem a few dollars to help pay this great debt 

The Governor in his inaugural message, says: *^1 have no 
hesitation in expressing my opinion that the poUcy heretofi»e 
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pursaed b j the State in the ereotion of Asjlums for this and 
other humane and benevolent objects is both unwise and inja* 
dicious/' This may be true in some instance^, but when w:o 
consider for whpm it is the State is thus providing,. we are jqf 
the opinion you will think differently. 

A man or woman, who has the use of all their faculties, jotii 
the world and the examples of the great men of our country be- 
fore them, have the way open by which they can reach the top 
round of fame and usefulness, but take away their sense of 
hearing and seeing, and deprive them of the gift of speech, an^ 
how can they become more than mere dumb beasts, except 
through the attention of legislatures and of benevolent individ- 
uals? Let America open the dumb mouths that they may 
Speak to the world of the blessings of a republican goverment. 
The framers of our constitution did well when they declared 
that this ''institution shall always be fostered and sustained.** 
Some may say it is useless to try and teach this class of unfor* 
nate beings. To such we would say, go and listen for your- 
Bdves. and you wfll be convinced ttiat many of tiiem will stand 
ftdr in literary attainment with those of the same age in our 
common schools. But the blind-can you teach them? We 
would point you to the work of the blind in our own Acfylum, 
taught by a teacher who is blind herself, a graduate of our own 
schooL For literary attainment look to Homer, Ossian, Mil- 
ton and hundreds of others whose vigorous and aspiring in- 
teQects could not be suppressed by mere physical circuni- 
fitances, but "like old Ocean's tide, gather strength from imped- 
iments, pressing forward with irresistible force, and scale m iri- 
.umph the loftiest summit of opposition." 

The great wa^its of the Institution at the present time are » 
piano, furniture, beds and bedding. The present number ci 
blind pupils who should be taught music — ^for.that is the most 
useful for them— cannot be instructed as they should be with- 
out another instrumeni The fomitare, or the most of it^ is 
furnished by the Principal, llSr. Bangs. In fact, the Instita- 
iion is without fomiture, the robms occupied by flie teaoiieani 
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without oarpetSy or with a small piece, which in our private 
*dwellijigs we would not consider suitable eren for school- 
ieacherSy much more for the use of one of our State instiia- 
aona. This would not be so bad if the floors were made of 
loaterial that could be kept in good condition. 

The necessity of learning the deaf mutes some trade bj 
which thej can support themselyes after their connection with 
the Institution has ceased, as well as the saving to the State a 
great expense in hiring that done, which might be done by ihe 
inmates, demands that some means be devised by which they 
can have shops to work in. Your committee would not recom- 
pnend the erection of any new buildings for that purpose; but 
^at the end may be accomplisl^ed, and in order to have thp 
^males separate from the females, we would recommend that 
the west wing be completed during the next two years. The 
laundry is now ready to receive the necessary machinery, and 
we are of the opinion that it would be a great saving to the 
3tate to put in a washing machine and wringer, to be worked 
bj steam, as they have suffieient power to do the work, and by 
this means the washing could be done by the inmates, but 
which is now done by persons hired for that purpose. The 
stables, if they can be called by that name, are mere sheds, 
T^hich no good farmer in Michigan would think worth the 
ound they encumber — a good bam is much needed. The 
Tlum should be famished with a good team, a pair'of horses 
harness and wagon, to do the general work on the farm. 
! i^iqbving thus briefly noted the wants of the Institution, we 
iiave carefully estimated the expense of each item; and that the 
Xegislature may the better imderstand what your committee 
*)elieve should be done towards the support of the Asylum for 
ihe' next two years, we submit the following biU of items, with 

^iiio expense of the same: 

<.'■■''.■ » •. . 

. Estimated expense of completing west wing, in- 
^di^g pacfsage way, and air duct from center build- 
^jpg, bric^.walL^ for air ^wt^.li^iim^ air duct^ ^d . . 
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cement floor in same, gas pipe and patting in same, 

register for flues, masticating windows, kc, • $18,000 00 

CSstems, sewers, supplj-oYerflow-sewers, and con- 
necting pipes, >.. . 2,800 00 

Water pipes, bath tubs, water closet and plumbings 1,300 00 
Bam with cellar, stone walls, sheds, fences and 

gates, 1,000 00 

Span ot horses, harness and wagon, 500 00 

Piano, furniture, beds and bedding, 3,000 00 

Washing machine and wringer for steam power, . . . 1,000 00 

Oeneral expense for two years, • ^ 34,000 00 

'Present indebtedness, ...••.... 16,000 00 

■ ■ ■ 

Tolal amount, $77,600 00 

It will be seen by reference tQ the Acting Commissioner's re- 
port^' that the estimated indebtedness of the Institution to Jan- 
uary 1st, 1865, to be at least $10,000, as the report was 
made before the real indebtedness could be ascertained. We 
fiiid that the Institution is $16,000 in debt This amount has 
been procured upon the individual bonds of the Trustees, and 
as the indebtedness was unayoidable, the State should make 
arrangements to pay the amount. 

This estimate does not include the books that are required 
,for the blind, which are needed very much, and when procured 
there should be a book-case furnished, in which they could be 
better preserved. As the demand for this class of books is 
limited, they necessarily cost more, and should be preserved 
with great care. Many of those already in the Asylum have 
been damaged, and require new binding-7-aU the result of not 
having a proper place to keep them. 

There vnll also be an additional expense whenever there are 
rooms to be used for shops for mechanics to teach the pupils 
trades, and for tools, and by the rule adopted of increasing the 
salaries of the teachers, as they become more efficient, which 
your committee have not asked any appropriation for. 

The larger i>ortion of the amoxmt your committee think 
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necessary to place the Institation in the condition it ahonld be^ 
iBfill be required the present year. We have been thus partic- 
ular in mentioning its wants, that the liCgislatare might not 
think the amount too great. 

It is asking the people of Michigan to do more than msff 
seem expedient at present, but the Asylum will never accon^ 
plish the great work for which it was intended until the 
amount of work we haye herein set forth is completed. It 
must be done sometime, and economy will tell us to finish it 
soon. When the west wing is completed there will be ample 
room to accommodate the present pupils, and your committee 
deem it advisable to leave the main building to be completed 
at some future period, when there shall be a demand for the 
same, and have instructed me to report the following bills: 

A bill making an appropriation to pay arrearages of the 
Asylum for the Deaf Dumb and the Blind, for the years 1863 
and 1864; 

A bill making an appropriation for the support of the 
Asylum for the Deaf, Dumb and Blind, at Flint, for the years 
1865 and 1866, and for completing and furnishing certain por- 
tions the of building; 

A bill to amend an act entitled an act making an appro- 
priation for the Asylum for the Dea^ Dumb and the Blind for 
the years 1863 and 1864, approved Febrnary 12, 1857; 

Recommending that the bills do pass and ask to be discharged 
from the further consideration of the subject 

J. 0. CRAWFORD, Chairman, 
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tflEFORT of the Oommittee on Finance, relative to the olaipi of 
^ the American Express Company. 

The committee on finance, to whom was referred the memo^ 
rial of the treasurer of the American Express Company, asking 
^e payment by the State of the value of certain lost coupons, 
respectfully report that the memorialist sets forth that in 
the month of December, 1862, twenty-four coupons of the bonds 
of this State, of the value of thirty dollars each, were lost by 
4iaid American Express Company, while in tranaiiu, as is 
alleged, between Ogdensburgh, in the State of New York, and 
the city of New York; and that said American Express Com- 
pany thereby became liable to pay, and did pay, to the owners 
of said coupons the value thereof, to wit: iseven hundred and 
twenty dollars. And the memorialist asks that this sum be 
refunded to said American Express Company by the State. 

Your committee find, on application to the proper depart- 
ment, that of these coupons, eighteen were of the Renewal Loan 
Bonds, two were of the Ste. Marie Canal Bonds, and four were 
of the so-called Adjusted Bonds; and that immediately after 
the loss of said coupons, notice thereof was given at the place 
of payment in New York city, and to &e State Treasurer. 
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It farther appears that said coupons have never been paid, 
nor presented for payment. But that four of the bonds, to 
which an equal number of the lost coupons belonged, were due 
January 1st, 1863, and were presented and paid; and that 
three of the coupons of a later date than those lost have been 
paid. 

Your committee believe, from these facts, that the coupons 
are really lost, and that the State in payiug the amount asked 
by the memorialist will be but discharging" its just obligation, 
and recommend that it do so pay whenever the American Ex- 
press Company shall execute to the State a good and sufficient 
bond indenmifying the State against the payment of said 
coupons lost as aforesaid. 

For the purpose of carrying out the views of the committee, 
I am directed to report here^with a joint resolution, entitled 

Joint resolution providing for the payment to the American 
Express Oompany of the value of certain coupons lost. 

And recommend that it do pass, and ask to be discharged * 
firom the further consideration of the subject. 

V. P. COLLIER, Chairman. 
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BEPORT of the Gommittee on the State PriBon. 

The committee on the part of the Senate, who were ai^hor- 
hsed to act with a like committee on the part ef the House, t^ 
Timt the State Prison, have performed that duty, and herewitk 
sobmit, for the approval of the Senate, the following report: 

We were oordiaUj reeeived by the officers of the ibistitation, 
who afforded ns every fadlify for making sach an examination 
as our duties required. As fur as our limited knowledge would 
enable us to judge, we found everything connected with the 
management of the Prison, from the long experience of its exr 
oellent Agents so thoroughly i^stematized, as to pqroceed witk 
the regnlarity of dock work. 

The prisoners are generally in the enjoyment of good healtln 
only three, out of near tiiree hundred, being now in the hospi- 
tal. We conversed with a number of those at wor!^ i^avt 
from any of the officers, as to the quantity and quality of their 
food, their general treatment, etc, and were satisfied, trom the 
answers received, that they have n6 reason to complain of any 
of the officers, or the general maiUigemeiitolflielattitittaoii*^^ 
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W« do not deem it neteMazy to enter into a detailed aooonni 
of the condition of the Prison. By resolution adopted by the 
House, their committee were instructed to minutely inquire ' 
into, and report in detail, everything connected therewith, and 
to their very able report^ with its various recommendations, all 
of which we heartily endorse, we would respectfully refer yo«L 

The financial condition of the Institution has been ahready 
laid before you, in the Inspectors* report, to which your atten- 
tion is directed.. 

The contract for the labor of the convicts was made fpr five 
years, when the price for labor was very low. It cannot, there- 
fore, be expected, with all the necessaries of life doubly in- 
creased in price, and some of them nearly or quite four-fold, 
that the Prison can be a self-sustaining institution, neither 
ought it to be expected that the Agent, Clerk, and other officers 
connected with the Prison, whose entire time is occupied in 
the faithfcd discharge of their duties, could live off of the beg- 
garly pittance now doled out to them by the State, an amount 
hardly commensurate for the services rendered in ordinaiy 
times, and now totally inadequate to procure any more thaa 
the most common necessaries of life. 

Tour committee would, therefore, eamestiy recommend the 
passage of a bill increasing the pay of most of the officers ocor 
neoted with the Institution. If this act of justice is not daoB, 
the committee believe the State will be a great loser thereby, 
as the principal officers, who have so long and so faithfully 
managed the interests of the Prison, will be compelled to re- 
sign, and we are fully impressed with the .belief that no two 
gentlemen possessing the necessaryqualifications to successliilly 
manage the business and financial affiurs and keep the boobi 
of that Institution, can be procured for the sum now allowed 
bylaw. 

The female department is under the management of Mz& 
Fay, a lady we are assured well qualified by expedience and 
kind&ess of ; diQMMsitifm, to manage the imf ortonate clasf of 
persons committed to her care. In this department we found 



a woman about twenty-fiTe years old, who, onder the assumed 
name of Charley Tinemaii, enlisted in one of our Michigan 
regiments, and for two years and three days, most of the time 
under the gaUant Bumside, fought the enemies of our republic 
on the hard-fought fields of Fredericksburg, Pea Bidge, Antie- 
tam. Stone Biver, Island No. 10, and Corinth. After being ac- 
tively engaged for oyer two years, during which her sex was 
neyer suspected, she was finally taken sick at Nashville, when 
she was discovered and discharged the service. The officers of 
the regiment, out of respect for her gaUant conduct, made her 
up the sum of three hundred dollars. She was convicted of 
receiving stolen goods, as is supposed^ to screen a friend or 
lover, and was sentenced and sent to the State Prison for two 
years from the 8d of March last, but owing to her good con- 
duct, has so far been credited with five ^ays off of each month, 
so that her time will expire next November. Your committee 
would respectfully recommend that the Legislature should 
unite in a petition to the Governor to pardon her out of prison. 
Your committee would also unitd in the recommendation of 
the Governor, Board of Inspectors, and Agent of the Prison, 
that something should be done towards remunerating Mr. C. 
G. Davis, who faithfully performed his contract in furnishing 
beef to the Prison, at a loss to him of over three thousand dol- 
lars, and also to Mr. Fuller, flour contractor, whose loss is over 
one thousand. W^ would recommend that the matter relating 
to these two gentlemen be referred to the judiciary committee, 
to take such action as in their judgment the case demands. 

WILLIAM JAY, Chairman. 
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BBPOBT of tbe Committee on Agrienltare. 

The committee on agriculture and the mechanic arts, to 
Vhom was referred so much of the Goyemor's message as re^ 
lates to the State AgricxQtural College, have given attention to 
the subject^ and respectfully submit the following report: 

Your committee belieye that the State Agricultural Oollege, 

■ 

as it now exists, presents a marked and favorable contrast with 

its past condition up to a late period. The early demands upon' 

the treasury of the State were large, while the College was 

acknowledged to be an experiment without a settled policy. 

The College was for some years largely in debt to individ- 

uals, in small amounts. The Institution is now managed vir- 

tually upon the cash system, its plans for the year are well 

matured, and its demands comparatively moderate. At a former ' 

period a different policy prevailed. Instead of being expended 

in much-needed improvements, several thousands of dollars 

were suffered virtually to return to the treasury of the State. 
Within the past few years the kppropriilliion has been expended 

aaiBtuillj, ibe fields have to seme extent be^nlAMnlght intocon* 

dition to be cultivated with the higher class of implementSi and 

1 
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bams have b^n erected, stoek pnrohased, and the means of 
Qflefolness in many ways extended. The marks of improT6<> 
ment at the OoUege are eyerywhere manifest. 

The workings of the Institation hare been yeiy much modi- 
fied during the last two years. It may not, perhaps, be too 
much to say that it has now become an Agricultural CoUoge for 
the first time. Heretofore there seems to have been several 
departments quite independent of each other. The manage- 
ment of the farm, and oi the labor of the students, had no 
connection with the instruction given in the College. Thej 
were different and often conflicting interests. These have all 
been bro&ight into systematic relations with each other, and a 
proper unity infused into the Institution. Much more of the 
instruction is practical and professional than was formerly so, 
and a large part of the appropriations is expended upon the 
&rm and stock, and like means of illustration. 

We find the CJpUege, also, now for the first time completely 
organized. For four years it was without any presiding of- 
ficer, and until the past season it has had no secretary. Its^ 
faculty, was rendered complete by the election to the secretary- 
ship of Mr. Sanford Howard, a gentleman well knowft as an 
agricultural writer, as a selecter of stock in England for impor- 
tatiouj and as having charge of a department in the Yale Ag- 
ricultural course of lectures. The College is now orgfmized 
with a president and secretaiy, with a board and faculty all. 
working harmoniouBly to cany out the plans that Jiey haye, 
matured. 

In view of these changes, we belieye that old prejudices 
against the College should give p^ace to confidence in it. Ac- 
cording to the messages deliyered to the Legislature at the 
opening of the seasion,^ it is the opimon of the present Execu- 
tive, as well as of the late Governor, that these preji^dic^ are 
fast disi^ppearing* Such is our own conviction. 

The t(me of th# ne^vspapers of the State, and tbecomvoiraa^ 
tion of iat^ll i g ftntifan aeas wd ^dmaited mm x§990tPU[4l^ aml 
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far more favorable than ftrmldrty. The ddnatidtis* of skock ancl 
other things to the College disclose the same fact. 

four committee are convinced that this return of confldehoe 
is warranted, and is the resolt of the good management of the 
ptesent Board of Control — ^the State Board of Agriculture. 

Your committee have no fear that the Institution will lack 
Students, provided the public can be assured of its stabxliiy, 
and that it possesses a fixed policy of action. It is not strange 
iihat young men are unwilling to enter upon a course of study 
in a College whose continued existence is frequently a subject 
>bf debate. The length of the course has been tihree times 
changed— once by being cut down from four to two years, the 
lligher classes in the College being dispelled withotit gradua- 
^ting. 

Every two years, at least, the continued life of the College is 
^brought in question, with results very detrimental to its inters 
>d8t8. All such action bring discredit on the Institution, and 
b^g disseminated and perhaps assisted by the newspapers of 
fhe^ State, deters many from availing themselves of its advekn^ 
{ages. Two years ago such a discussion proved disastrous in 
ahe extreme. The CoUege opened three weekis before the ap|)fro- 
priation was made, or the debate on removing the College daine 
-to an end. In such circumstances, it is impossible to hold stu^ 
'dents to the CoUege. 

The College rolls show that it has received students from 
thirty-five of the counties of the State. There is no oounfy, 
.tmy part of which is south of the Detroit and MiUwaukee rail- 
road, which has not been represented. They have come from 
ten cotmties north of that line, and several have been in attend- 
lahce of late from without the limits of the State. We believe 
the College only needs to be known, in its new organization, to * 
:make its good influences felt in ever^ part of the State. Youir 
•committee think it not out erf place in this connection to refer 
-to the late action of the executive committee of the State Ag- 
jcicoltural Society. Alifaoc^h their petitioii C6r a rmnoval of Um 
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jOtoU«ge ban not oome before the Legislataie, it has been made* 
pnblio through the reporters for the press. 

It must be remembered that the State Agricaltural Soeietj- 
has no official or legal connec^on mth the Agriooltural C!ol- 
lege, which has a board of control of its own, responsible for 
its management to the State. 

It must also t>e remembered that the action referred to wa« 
not the action of the State Agticoltual Society, for the Sooeiiy- 
as such, were not consulted, and had no Toice in the matter. 
Under these circumstances the petition is entitied to ezactlj* 
the same weight as the petition of so many other private men. 
(d like intelligence — and no more. 

The members of this committee, who were in attendance^ 
two years ago, passed a few hours at the College at that time. 
We cannot learn that they have -visited it siace, either as a. 
committee or as individuals, until during their present session^ 
.when they made a like flying visit to the Institution. Thejr 
seem, however, to be awaie of the changed sentiment of the- 
public towards the Institution, for in their resolutions and re- 
marks they fully endorse its present officers and managements. 
The only ground assigned for their remarkable petition is, that, 
the location is inaccessible. They think now of removing the 
College to some southern town, after it has become rooted, 
where it is, with a farm sufficiently cleared for the use of ma- 
chinery, on lands of every variety known in the State except 
Brairie. where students have reached it from every quarter of 
the State, on the simple ground of inaccessibility. 

.If this were not an absurd plea heretofore, certainly it is 
now, that the place is accessible from Grand Bapids and from 
Detroit by the railroad, and when it will soon be in like man-^ 
ner connected through Jackson with the entire range of coim* 
ties traversed by the Ifichigan Central and the Michigan 
Southern Bailroads. 

(Not place in the &taie w[iU be, on the completion of the rail- 
road to Jackson, more aec^ssible from every quarter^ t)bian laax^ 
sing. 
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It is not improbabile that ihe Gnuid Tnmk milroad zxiaj b# 
«ctended through Tjaiwring, at no distft&t time. In the other 
direotion, oertainl j, the lately completed rajlroad oommimiQa- 
tion between the Detroit & Milwaukee railroad, and the Sag* 
ioaw Valley, brings the OoU^ge within reach of that rapidly 
deyeloping region. 

We haye reason to know that the action of the exeoative 
eonmiittee is not approved by the State Board of Agriciiltiir«^ 
wfaidi has the OoUege in chazge. 

The Hon. S. S. Laoey, agent for the selection of the lands 
granted the State, by act of Oongress, approved Jnly 2d» 1^2, 
for the endowment of colleges for the benefit of &gricnltnre 
and the mechanic arts, in an appendix to the annual report of 
HkB State Land Office, fpr the year 1864, states the progress 
that has been made in the selection of these lands. One 
Inmdred and £^ thousand acres ^'have been selected with 
reference to their intrinsic value and early availability for tiie 
pmposes of the grant, and have consequently been made adja- 
cent to the settl^ed portions bf the State, and within re^h oiF 
some of the most important lines of State roads now in process 
of construction.'' 

By an act of the Legiskture of this State, app^roved Mardh 
18th, 1863, the annual interest arising fixmithe fund accruing 
iram the sale of these lands, *^ shall be regularly appUed, tuider 
the direction of the State Board of Agiicolture, to the endow- 
ment,, support and maintenance of the State Agricultural Col- 
lege." As the lands granted to the States were proportioned 
to the representation in Congress, the neighboring States of 
Indiana, Illinois and Ohio may, if they will, realize much larger 
funds for the endowment of an agricultural coUege than Mich- 
igan will be able io do. Still the means to be derived from 
the grant, if well managed should be^sufficientto support such 
an institution as should be of inestimable value to the State. 

It will, however, in the meantime, be necessary to make ap- 
propriation for the support of the College. We find the amoun#^ 
, of warrants drawn during the years 1863 and 1864; to amount 
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to $26,494. About one thooMttid dollars of tiie past e^peiib«s 
of the College remain to be {Md from the appropriation for Qie 
next two years. The Oollege eommenced the last two yearn 

with a balance 6t more than four thousand dollars, exdnsiive 
<3i tiie swamp land sales fond — a balance nnezpeotedly large to 
the Board of Agriculture itself but which, from ihe increased 
prioes of ererj material, was found to be needed before the 
•dose of tiie two years. It is the poli<7of.theboard to matuie 
some plans annually for the growtli of the OoUege, keepii^ 
'easily within the compass of their means, and then to see that 
ihey are well carried oui In ih!s way the growth of the Insttr 
tution will be sure and constant. 

Your committeee belieye that the Board are practicing 0» 
strictest economy consistent with the best interests of the State. 
We believe that $15,000 will be required for each of the two 
years, 1865 and 1866, in order to carry on Hke Institutian wiKh 
•credit to the State. 

They have therefore instructed me to submit the aocomp«ify 
ing bill, entitled 

A bill making appropriation tor the support of the State 
Agricultural College, and to pay the expenses of the State 
Board of Ag^cultnre, providing for such support, and the pay- 
ment of such expenses^ 

And recommend that the bill do pass, and ask to be disohacged 
from the farther consideration of the subject. 

S. F. BBOWN, OhmmmL 
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B£FORT of the Goifmittee on iDternal Improvement, relative 
to a bill to authorize several counties to loan money, pledge 
their credit or to raise money by tax, to aid in the conHti no- 
tion of a lailroad from the city of Lansing to New Boffalo; 

The committee on internal improvement, to whom was re- 
ferred 

A bill to authorize the several townships, cities and villages 
of the countiels of Ingham, Eatoi^, Barry, Allegan, Van Bureh 
and Berrien, to loan money, pledge tiieir credit, or raise money 
by tax, to aid in the constraction of a railroad from the city of 
Lansing to New Buffalo, 

Bespectfully report that they have had the same under 
consideration, and have instructed me to report that al* 
though the power to authorize townships and cities to raise 
moneys by tax, upon the taxable property of such town* 
ship or city for the purpose of internal improvement is vested 
in the Legislature, yet it is one of those rights that should bo 
used with the utmost caution. 

That many, under the excitement of the moment^ and in 
prospect of great pecuniary and public benefits that were to 
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ftriie from some fuicied scheme of building a railroad or some 
other improrement^ hare imposed ax>oii themselyes burdens 
grierons to be borne, without any corresponding benefit^ can- 
not be denied* 

And your committee find that the object contemplated bj 
this bill is to offer inducements and whatever aid thej can for 
the construction of a railroad from the Capital to the dtj of 
17ew BufEialo. 

The distance from Lansing to New Buffiilo is about one hun- 
dred and fifty miles, running midway between the M. C. B. Bw 
and the D. & M. R R The line of this road would paat 
through some of the best farming counties of the State. 

These counties are all wheat-growing lands, and would fur- 
nish a large amount of freight The county of Allegan, with 
its agricultural and manufacturing resources, would not be ck- 
celled for her exports by but few counties in the State. 

This road connecting at Lansing with roads leading to De- 
troit, Port Huron and Saginaw on the east^ and with Lake 
ICiohigan and steamboat navigation to Ohioago, Milwaukee^ 
and all the lake towns at St. Joseph, the M. C. B. B. at New 
Buffalo, and all the great west, it would constitute one of the 
great thoroughfares, and develop some of the best portioius of 
^or State. Well might the looalities afford to contribute 
largely for the constrootion of this road, and from the represen- 
tations and statements of those living on the line of this road* 
the people are anxious to have it built, and would aid any 
oompany that would build the road, to the amount of half a mU- 
Uon of dollars. 

Your committee also find that this biU provides that nothing 
^ehall be paid over to suohxailroad company, that is raised in 
aooordanoe vrith the provisions of this bill, till the road is fin- 
jsked and the rolling stock in good running order on the road. 

Ixk view of the saf^roards thrown around the taK-paj- 
an and the great benefit that will accrue to them from the in- 
*48C6a0ed value of their farms and produce, have directed me to 



report the same baok to the Senate and reeonunend th^tt it do 
pasfl^ and ask to be disdhaiged from the forthar oonaideiation 
of thosobjeob 
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SBPOBT of tife Obmmittee on Pabllo Lands^ to whom was re - 
ferred a bill anthorizing the iesaing of patents for certain 
railroad lands in the Upper Peninsula. 

The committee on pablio lands, to whom- was referred 

A bill anthorizing the issuing of patents for certain railroad 
lands in the Upper Peninsula, 

Having had tke^ same under consideration, respectfully sub- 
mit the following report: 

That it has been represented to jour committee that there is 
now completed and in running order, about one hundred miles 
of railroad in the Upper Peninsul%. That the companies enti- 
tled to said lands are now anxious to have patents issued for the 
same, and have united in an application for the passage of an 
act for that purpose. 

That there is no law now existing authorizing the issuing of 
patents for these lands, and your committee consider the pas- 
sage of such an^ act both proper and necessary to enable said 
companies to obtain title to such landst, as they can now right- 
fiiUy claim. 

Your committee further report; thflit these railroad lands are^ 

1 
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in the same position as the Sanlt Canal lands. These canal 
lands were given to Michigan by act of CongresGf, for a special 
purpose, but no patents were issued by the general government 
to this State for the same. The State took the lands byihe act 
of Congress, and in the act of February 5, 1863, (laws of 1853, 
p. 48,) providing for the construction of said canal, provision 
was made for the.issuing of patents for said lands by the Gov- 
ernor, when the said canal was fully completed. 

The railroad lands were conveyed to this State by act of 
Congress, as in the former case, and by certified lists of all the 
lands granted to each road, by legal subdivisions These lists, 
certified by the Commissioner of the United States Land office, 
are now on file with the Commissioner of the State Land Office. 

Tour committee therefore report back the said bill, and rec- 
ommend its passage, and ask to be discharged from the further 
consideration of the subject ' 

A. P. DAVIS, Chairmen. ' 
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fiBPORT of th^ Jadiciary Gommitteo, relative to Atrndrj peti* 
tioDS asking the passage of a law increasing the fees and 
compensation of Segistera of Deeds. I 

The committee on the judidarf to whom was referred ipefi** 
nous and memorials from enndry dtize&e of the ooimties of 
Saginaw, Clinton, St CSair, Oakland, Ionia, Hillsdale, Genesee* 
Kent, Mecosta, Newaygo and Ottawa, asking for the passage of 
a law increasing Hie fees and compensation of Registers of 
Deeds, have considered the same, and respectfully b^ leave to 
report: 

That the fees now paid to B^;ister of Deeds in this State, is 
greater than is paid for the same services in many other States 
of the Union, and the compensation in this office has hereto- 
fore been considered as liberal and fair. It is true at the pres* 
ent time, that the cost of living, and the prices of almost every 
commodity have greatly advanced from what they formerly 
were. But while these expenses have^ within the past three 
years, about doubled^ your committee believe that it will also be 
found, that in the same time the business of these recording 

offices has also greatly increased, and thai in most cases the 

« 
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office is fiiill a lacratiye on3, and eagerly souglit after. It is ap* 
parent to all, that real estate, for the past two years, has rap* 
idly chang^ed hands, and that the number of conveyances and in* 
stmments of record mnst have been much greater than in former 
years. It is well nnderstooJ that many of the Registers of 
Deeds nee records partly printed, while others even now job ont 
their recording at snch rates as enable them to make a very 
handsome profit. 

Under all the circnmstances, your committee are of the im- 
pression that there is not snch a necessity for an increase in the 
fees of this offioa as will justify them in recommending it. If a 
law for that purpose was enacted by this Legislature, it is ex- 
tremely doubtful whether it could apply untD after the expira- 
tion of the term of office of the present incumbents, as the 
Constitution of the State provides that " it shall not be lawful 
for the Legislature to increase or diminish the compensation of 
any officer during the term for which he is elected or appointed.'^ 
Entertaining these views, the committee have instructed me to 
report the petitions and memorials back to the Senate, recom- 
mending that the prayer thereof - be not granted, and ask to bo 
discharged from the further consideration of the subject 

C. M. OROSWELL, Ghairmm, 
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BEPORT of the Finance Oommittee, lelatiYe W the' i!iiaB<»tel 

opnditioQ of the State. 

The finance committee, with the view of giving the Senate 
a proper understanding of t];ie financial Qopdition. . of the 
State, present herewith a statement, somewhat in detail^ 
showing the entire indebtedness of the State, the atniount' of 
interest accruing on such indebtedness, the estimated esc- 
penses of the State government for the years 1865 and 1869, 
and an estimate of the r6venue applicable to the payment of 
interest and expenses. 

The non-interest bearing debt is as follows, to wit: . 
Adjusted Bonds*, interest stopped, payable on - ' 

demand, $9,0Q0 00 

Full Paid $5,000,000 Loan Bonds, 12,000 00 

War Loan Bonds, payable on demand, ...*•.. 1,1$0 00 
$140,000 unrecognized 5,000,000 Loan Bo^ds, 

adjustable for , 80,999 80 

* 

Total of non-interest bearing debt^ $103,149 80 

This debt was provided for by sale of 2,000,- 
000 Loan Bonds in 1863, and the money for 
its liquidation is now in the treasury. 





• 

The funded debt, for which interest most be 
provided, is as follows, to wit: 
Renewal Loan Bonds, 6% dae Jan. 

1,1878, $816,000 

Two Million Loan Bonds, 7's, due 

Jan. 1,1868, 2S0,000 

Two Million Loan Bonds^ 6's, due 

Jan. 1,1878, 60p,000 

Two Million Loan Bonds, 6's, due 

Jan. 1,1878, 600,000 

Two Million Loan Bonds, 6's, due 

Jan. 1,1888, 760,000 

War Loan Bonds, 7'8, due Jan. 1, 

1886, ^ ; 1,122,000 

Bto» Marie's Oanal Bonds, 6's, ^dne 

Jan. 1,1878 100,000 

8,488,000 00 

Total fdnded and ftmdable debt, 18,641,149 m 

The following items compose theTnist Fond debt, to wit: 

Primary School Fnnd, ; f 1,082,638 96 

TJniTersity " 247,146*9 

Normal School •^ !. 88,000 88 

Swamp Land Primary School Fund, (Act No. 

81, Laws of 18^8,) 100,716 42 

Ran Road Deposits,./ 2,167 33 

Total of Trust Fund debt, <1,424,658 91 

Interest on funded debt: 

Interest on Revenue Loan Bonds, fl2,960 00 

<* Two Million " ^ 122,600 00 

" War " 78,640 00 

^^ Ste. Marie Canal Loan Bonds, 

guarantied by State,.. 6,000 00 



■ * t i 



inteMst on $270,000, balance, of $500,000 war 
. bonnt J loan, aathorind Feb, Mh^ UMii not 
isaqed, $18,9d(^M 



> 



Total of interest on FundeiJ debt, .... $238,900 . 00^ 

A bill has been introduced into the House, 
providing for a loan of $1,000,000. Should 
the Legislature pass this bill and the bill sup- 
plementary to the bounty bill, providing for the 
paying bounties to drafted men, the loan 
must necessarily be increaseed to $1^500,000. 
Should bonds to this amount be authorized, it 
will be the duty of the Legislature to provide 
for the payment of the interest. 

The interest on the Trust Funds. for the cur- 
rent year, is as follows, to-wit: 
Interest on University Fund, . . . $17,800 28 ' 

Interest on $100,000, included in 
Benewal Loan, (Act Ho. 143, 

laws of 1859,) * 7,000 00 

24,300 28 

Interest on Primary School Fund, $72,284 7ff 

Swamp Land Primary School Fund, as provi- * 

ded by act No. 31, laws of 1858, 5,485 77 

Interest on Normal School Fund, 2,310 02 

Total, $104,380 80 

Estimate of expenses and appropriations for the fiscal 
year ending Nov. 30th, 1865, is as follows: 

Salaries of State officers, deputies and clerks, . . $28,000 Gfi, 

Expenses of Supreme and Circuit Courts,. . . . 84,000 00 

Awards of Board oif State Auditors,, 53,000 00 

Coroners' Fees, 1,800 00 

Teachers' Institutes, 1,800 00 

Trustees of Asylums, 800 00 

State Reform School— current expenses, 22,000 00 

« « i« 'ftrmurages, 14,000 00 
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Wolf Bounties, $500 00 

State Prison (estimated) cnit^t expenses,. . • • 20,000 00 
Ai^Inxn, (Deaf, Dumb and Blind,) arrearages, 16,000 OO 

6t^t0 Agricaltnral College, ,. 15,000 00 

Secretary of State Board of Agriculture, 1,000 00 

Normal School current expenses, 7,600 00 

Legislature, 44:,000 00 

Purchase of land for Eeform School, 5,000 00 

To encourage Imigration,. , 5,000 00 

Total, $268,600 00 

Bills are*now pending, providing large appropriations fo 
the State Asylums. A joint resolution is also pending, au- 
thorizing the Board of State Auditors, to allow the claim of 
William Beard. Should the appropriations, contemplated 
in said bills and said joint resolution, be made, it will be 
the duty of the Legislature to make special provision there- 
for. ^ 

EEOAPrrULATION. 

Interest on funded debt, $220,000 00 

Interest on War Bounty Loan, . . . 18,900 00 

Interest on Trust Funds, 104,380 80 

Estimate of appropriations and 

expenses of State government,. 268,600 00 



The estimated revenue applicable to the pay- 
ment of interest and expenses of State govern- 
ment for the fiscal year ending Nov. 80, 1866, 
is as follows, to wit: 

Sjpecific taxes,.., $170,000 00 

Sales of Salt Springs Lands, 2^000 00 

Sales of Asylum " 4,000 00 

Sales of State Building « 1,200 00 

Ste. Marie Canal — ^balance of re- 
, ceipts to pay interest on bonds,. 6,000 00 
^baterest on surplus funds, 6,000 00 



$611,880 80 



« ) 



I ' 



$188^00 00 



* 



;«ftj . ■' • • » 



Stete tax {i£ Umei) of »48'100 . 

.miUtf oil the dollar on' the vala- 

atioD, as fixed by the State 

' Board of EqnalizatioD, of $173,- 

066^08 80,. 431)586 78 

$610,786 78 



* 



Deficit of i865, $1,144 07 

" 

Estimated inteiwt and expenses of the State government 
for the year 1866: 

Ixxterest on funded debt, $388,900 00 

Interest on trust fonds, 104,880 80 



t 



$843,380 80 
Expenses and appropriations, being no session 

of Legislature, or appropriiitions for arrear- 

ages to Asylum or Keform Sofaool, 194,600 00 

$537,880 80 
Deficit of 1865, 1,144 07 

$639,034 87 
Estimated revenue applicable to the pay- 
ment of interest, md expenses of l^tate govem- 
ment, for the year 1866: 
Specific taxes, etc., (same as in 

.1865,) $189,800 00 

State tax (if levied,) of two and 
three-tenth miDs on a dollar, 
on the valuation, as fixed by 
the State Board of Equaliza- 
tion, of $173,065,808 80, 895,738 86 

684,938 86 

Cash in treasury Nov. 80, 1866, $45,903 49 

To provide sinking funds for the gradual liquidation of 
tiie State debt, the law requires that a tax of one-sixteenth 
of one mill upon the dollar^ and a tax of one-eighth of one 
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mill upon the dollar, shall bd levied; The law idko piioWlie» 
for a military tax, which will amount to $39,956 Wf finr 
each of the years 1865 and 1806. 

From the foregoing statement, it will appear thai ihe 
finances of the State are in a healthy condition, and that| 
with economy and proper management, all the demands 
likely to be made npon its resonrces and its oredit, will be 
folly met At the same time, it is proper to bear in mind 
tiiat the bnrdejis of national and local taxation are lying 
heavily npon the people of the State. 

The call of the General Government for men and finr 
means, mnst be met Local organizations and private eiti;' 
sens, have submitted to enormous taxation to fill quotas aa> 
signed to them. To such an extent has taxation, arisiag 
from this cause, been increased, that your committee are of 
the opinion that, aside from private subscriptions, ineome 
taxes and stamp duties of the Government, the taxes will 
now reach to nearly or quite five per cent of the' taxable 
property of the State. These taxes should not be increased 
and your committee recommend that all appropriations be 
denied, except such as are clearly demanded by necessity. 

The policy inaugurated in 1861, of meeting by taxattOB, 

all the wants of the State Government in its ordinary expeifd- 

itures, and for interest on the State debt, is in accordance' 

with the viewa of your committee, and its continuance is 

recommended. 

V. P. COLLIEE. Ohaimum, 
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ilEPORT of the Joint Committee on the Allium for Ae 

Insane. 

The committee on the Asjlum for the Insane, «o whom 
was referred so.mnch of the Governor's message as relates to 
that institution, and who were anthorized, with a like com- 
mittee of the Honse, to visit the Asjlum as a joint committee, 
have performed the duty assigned them and directed ns to 
make the following report: 

By the politeness of the officers of the institution we were 
shown through every part of the Asylum proper and the ontr 
buildings, and found everything highly satisfactory; com? 
plete order and thorotfgh cleanliness prevails in every part 
of the building. 

There is an appearance of quiet and comfort, among the 
patients, which is surprising considering the maladies with 
which they are afflicted. They have many sources of amuse- 
ment, which must greatly conduce to their restoration to 
health. 

Personal observation convinces us of the necessity of classi- 
fication in different wards according to the peculiar mental 
1 



aberration, and of the impossibility of iftceiving another 
patient into the institution, when the ward to which such 
patient proper! j belongs is full, although other wards may not 
. be so. The only way to famish accommodations for more 
patients is to finish the building. Even now one of the most 
crowded wards is a wooden building, fitted up for the pnr^ 
pose, outside of and near the main building. 

Your committee are uncLnimously of the opinion that the 
building should be completed without unnecessary delay* 
Oonsiderations of public policy and economy, not less than of 
philanthrophy, demand it. 

Insanity is a curable disease, under proper management, 
but very few persons ever recover without such treatment* 
Of recent or acute cases from eighty to ninety^r cent, re- 
cover under proper treatment, while of chronic cases only 
from twenty to thirty per cent. There are now many cura- 
ble casea in the State becoming permanently and hopelessly 
confirmed in this most dreaded of all maladies, because the 
means are not furnished for their cure. We shali pay dearly 
for our neglect by entailing upon ourselves their life-long sup- 
port 

It must be remembered that only by public institutions 
can these persons be cured, for the proposition to let them 
remain in families has only to be stated to be condemned. 
We must not chain them in dungeons as was formerly done, 
nor even confin^ them in cells as has been done in our day; 
the progress of civilization shames the thought. 

A State institution then only remains as a proper place for 
the custody, care and cure of these unfortunate persons, and 
our State has well under way a model institution of this kind, 
the beauty and usefulness of which only lacks the enlightened 
policy and liberal dealing of this Legislature to make it com- 
plete. 

The applications for admittance amount to an average of 
nbout twenty per month. Of this number not more than one 
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in five can be admitied in the preeent condition of their 
room* 

The financial condition of the institution will be seen hj a 
reference to the biennial report npop our files, a careful ex- 
amination of which is recommended. 

It will be seen that a deficiency in the expense account of 
seven thousand and six hundred dollars has occurred, and an 
extra expense of building a house for the engineer, of nine 
hundred and fifty dollars, and a bill has already been intro- 
duced, appropriating an amount sufficient to pay this indebt- 
edness. 

It is estimated, that on account of the great advance in the 
price of labor and building material, that ninety-eight thou- 
sand dollars more will be required to erect, finish and furnish 
the north wing of the building, and your committee have ac* 
cordingly brought in a bill providing for that sum. 

Your committee are of the opinioi; that some part of former 
appropriations have not been strictly applied to the purposes ' 
for which they were intended, and have so framed these bills 
as to prohibit such practice in future, deeming it better that 
the officers should ask a specific appropriation for collateral 
objects. 

LEVI ALDRIOH, ♦ 
Chairman of Senate OommiUee. 

EDWIN STEWART, 
Ghairman of E&use Committee. 
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[.No. 21.] 

REPORT of the Oommittee ob State Affairs, to whom was re- 
ferred a joint resolution for the relief of William Woodhouse 
and Charles W. Butler. 

The committee on State affairs, to whom was referred House 
joint resolution No. 18, being 

A Joint resolution for the relief of William Woodhouse and 
Charles W. Butler, 

Have had the same under consideration, and find that 
some time since, the said Woodhouse and Butler employed 
certain of the boys of the Reform School in their chair fac- 
tory, under a contract with the State for their labor, and for 
said labor, on several monthly statements, there was found 
due, from the said Woodhouse and Butler, to the State, about 
the sum of thirteen hundred and seventy dollars, for which 
amount the said Woodhouse and Butler gave their notes, at 
the several statements, and upon said notes the Board of 
Control of State Reform School directed suit to be brought, 
and judgment was rendered for the amount, in favor of the 
State. 

Messrs. Woodhouse and Batler now ask to be relieved 
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j&om the pay moBt of such judgments for the following reasons, 
Tiz: 

The factory or chair shop, wherein their business was prose 
cuted, was twice burned, destroying nearly all their tools and 
stock. 

The last fire was, without doubt, the work of some of the 
boys confined in said school. 

The Board of Control of State Seform School had consented 
to have the night watchman for said school, watch said factory, 
which it is claimed could not have been fiaithfully done, and 
in consequence of relying upon said watchman, the parties 
asking relief did not procure the services of any other and 
more faithful watch to be under their immediate control; and 
further, in the carrying on said chair manufactory, and in 
consequence of the two disasters by fire, their entire means 
became exhausted, and they are wholly unable to pay said 
judgment 

The committee, feeling that their duty is discharged when 

the facts are brought to the knowledge of the Senate, have 

directed me to report the said resolution back to the Senate 

with the foregoing statement, for your determination, and 

ask to be discharged trom the further consideration of the 

subject. 

D. H. JEROME, Chairman. 



\ J 
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[ No. 28. ] 

MEMORIAL of MisseB Rogers, in behalf of the Michigan 

Female College. ' 

To the Honorable the Legidature of Michigan: 

Yonr memorialists beg leave to represent to your honorable 
body, that for ten years they have devoted themselves e.atirely 
to the work of endeavoring to establish in Lansing an instita- 
tion of learning that should give to young women the best pos« 
sible opportunities for intellectual discipline and culture. That, 
with the advice and assistance of the. Faculty of the University 
of Michigan, they have adopted a course of study under which 
twenty-eight young ladies have already graduated, while they 
have at the same time kept in operation a well sustained and 
successful preparatory department. 

But the building which they have erected, by the aid of the 
citizens of Lansing, and other friends of education, is now filled 
to its utmost capacity, and further accommodations are very 
much needed, the estimated expenditures of which would be 
about twenty thousand dollars. 

Your memorialists desire, they have always very earnestly 
desired, to see the result of their labor made permanent and 
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dnrable for the public good, and they pray your honorable body 
to accept what they have done as a trust for the daughters of 
the State, and provide for the completion of the buildings; or, 
if this is deemed at present inexpedient, by appropriating for 
that purpose ten thousand dollars, either in money or lands, 
Upon condition that your memorialists also raise ten thousand 
dollars for the same purpose; provided, also, that this twenty 
thousand dollars, and also the whole chartered property of the 
institution be held in trust for the State by the present board 
of trustees, namely, the Hon. John W. Longyear, E. B. Ward, 
Esq., Hon. John Owen, Hon. O. M. Barnes, Miss A. C. Rogers, 
and their legal successors. 

The action of this Legislature, and that of 1863, in unani- 
mously asking appropriations of land from Congress, for the 
purpose of endowing Female Colleges in all the States, encour^ 
ages them to believe that the time is speedily coming when, 
without regard to sex or condition, equal justice will be done 
to all the youth of the country. 

But it must be years before the benificence of the general 
government can be felt if it is granted; and, as in the meantime 
the wants of the present must be supplied, they cannot but 
hope, that as Michigan has been the first' State to ask, so she 
will be the first to act in this good cause. 

During the last ten years the Legislatures of this State have 
remitted $60,000 interest to the University of Michigan, be- 
sides the appropriations made to the Agricultural College. 
For the two years to come, the University interest will amount 
to $12,000, and the estimates for the Agricultural College for 
the same time are $30,000, but with female education it is yet 
the day of small things and we venture to ask for the young 
women of Michigan only a crumb from the table of their more 
fortunate brothers. i 

A. C. ROGERS, 
DELIi ROGERS, 
FounderBand PHncipala of Michigan Fema GoUege. 

Iiansing, Feb. 21, 1865. 
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BEPORT of the Oommittee on Privileges and Elections, relar 
live to the petitions of sundry persons, asking to be admitted 
to seats as Senators. 

■ 

The committee on priyileges and elections, to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of John?. Bobinson, asking to be admitted 
to the seat in this Senate now occupied by J. Webster Childflt, 
as Senator for the eighth senatorial district; 

And the petition of WilHam A. Jones, asking to be admitted 
to the seat in this Senate now occupied by William Jay, as 
Senator for the seventh senatorial district; 

And the petition of James M. Hoyt, asking to be admitted 
to the seat in this Senate now occupied by John G. Crawford^ 
as Senator for the sixth senatorial district; 

And also the petition of WiUianx M. Campbell asking to be 
admitted to the seat in this Senate, now occupied by Giles 
Hubbard, as Senator for the fourth senatorial district. 

Have had said several petitions under consideration, and re- 
spectfully beg leave to report: 

That, in relation to the petition and claim of the said John 
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J. Bobinson to the seat now occupied by said J. Webster 
Qhilds^ the following facts appear: 

That at the election held on the eighth day of November, 
%8&4k, three thousand nine hundred and thirty-five votes were 
^ven for the office of State Senator for the said eighth Senato- 
rial district: * 

That of said votes, three thousand seven hundred and aev- 
^enty-three were cast within said district as follows: 

For John J. Bobinsoli, 1,930 votes. 

For J. Webster Childs, 1,843 votes. 

That the remaining one hundred and sixty-two votes at said 
•election were given under act 21, of the session laws of 1864, 
known as the soldiers' sufi&age law, as follows: 

For John J. Bobinson, 27 votes 

For J. Webster Childs, , 135 votes. 

That of the whole number of votes given for Senator for said 
iSistrict, including the army vote, so called, the said J. Webster 
Ohilda had a majority of 21 votes. And of the whole number 
of votes polled within said district, exclusive of the army vote, 
iHiB said John J. Bobmson had a majority of 87 votes. 

Said petition was presented to the Senate on the 30th day 
^f January last; and your committee also find that previous 
thereto, and en the first day of the present session of this Leg- 
islature, said Bobinson appeared before the Senate, holding a 
certificate of election to the office of Senator for said Eighth 
Senatorial District, and claiming a seat in this body, and the 
facts upon which such claim was then based are the same as 
those now set forth in said petition. That at the same time 
the sitting member, J. Webster Childs, also appeared before 
the Senate as a contestant for said seat, and claiming to have 
been duly elected as Senator for said district. That on the 
same day, Mr. McCurdy offered in the Senate, the following: 

" Besolved, That John J. Bobinson be sworn in a Senator 
from the Eighth Senatorial District." • 

Which resolution was not adopted; and therefore, on motion 



of Senator Jerome, "The case of Messra Bobinson and Childs 
lYas referred to the committee on priyileges and elections." 
[Legislative Jour., p. 2. 

That on the following day, a resolution was offered in the 
Senate as follows: 

*' SeBolvedy That the case of Messrs. Bobinson and Childs be 
taken from the committee of elections, and referred to a special 
mittee of three." 

. The resolution was adopted and the case was referred to ^ 
select committee consisting of Senators, Jay, Hubbard and 
McCnrdj. [LegislatiTe Jour. p. 9.] 

Afterwards, and on the 7th of January, said select committee 
mibmitted the following report: 

" The committee to whom was referred the case of Mesaiqs. 
Bobinson and Childs beg leaye to report that, they had 
the matters inyolved in said case under consideration, and 
liave received as evidence in said case, a certified copy of the 
certificate of the Secretary of ^te^ showing the soldiers' vote, 
(so-oalled) given for the candidates for Senators, in the eighth 
Benate district of this State; and also the duly certified state- 
ment of the clerk of the cotmty of Washtenaw, showing the 
votes given on the home vote (so-called) in the respective town- 
ships constituting said district, as the same appeared before 
he board of canvassers of said district, from which said evi- 
dence it appears that J. Webster Childs received a majority of 
twenty-one (21) votes, and was duly elected Senator of said 
district. 

« We therefore, respectfully recommend that Hon. J. Web- 
ster Childs be admitted to his seat in this Senate, and herewith 
submit for your consideration the said evidence, upon which 
the determination of your committee is founded, and ask to 
be discharged from the further consideration of the subject 

" The report was accepted and the committee discharged. 

« On motion of Mr. Nevins, 

« The report of ^the comnoittee and the recommendation 
contained{therein were adopted. 
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'* J. Webster OhildB presented himself , safosoribed the can- 
stitational oath, and took his seat as a Senator." [Legislative 
Jour. p. 21.] 

From the foregoing statement it wH appear that the sobject 
matter of said petition, and the questions at issue between ihe 
said Robinson and Ohilds, have been taken by the Senate from 
the committee on privileges and elections, and are now in the 
possession of the Senate. 

And nntU the Senate shall hare reconsidered its action, .or 
shall have put the committee in possession of the matters in 
question, your committee do not understand that they can 
properly take any action in relation thereto. 

Therefore, in relation to the controversy for the seat churned 
by said Robinson, your committee report no <^>inion. 

In relation to the petition and daim of William M. Oanq>- 
bell, to the seat now occupied by the Hon. Giles Hubbard, as 
Senator for the Fourth Senatorial District, your committee 
find the following facts, viz: ^ 

That at said election held on the eighth day of November, 
1864, four thousand four hundred and eighty-one votes were 
given for the office of State Senator, for the fourth Senatorial 
district. 

That of said votes 4,226 were cast within said district, as fol- 
lows: 

For William M. Campbell, 2,153 votea 

For Giles Hubbard, 2,073 votea 

That the remaining 255 votes at said election were given un- 
der act No. 21, of the laws of 1864, known as the soldiers' suf- 
frage law, as follows: 

For William M. CampbeU, ^ 52 votea 

For Giles Hubbard 203 votes 

That of the whole number of votes given at said election for 
Senator for Said district, including the army vote, the said Giles 
Hubbard received a majority of 71 votea And oi the whole 
number of votes polled at said election, exclusive of the arm^ 
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Vote, the said William M. Campbell receiyed a m^joxiiy of 80 
▼otes. 

In relation to the petition and daim of William A. Jones to the 
seat now occupied bj the Hon. William Jay, and the petition 
of James M. Hoyt, claiming the seat now occupied by the Hon. 
John G. Crawford, your committee find the following factcf, yiz: 

That at said election held on the eighth day of November 
last, 3,884 YoioBS were given for the office of State Senator for 
the Seventh Senatorial Distrioi 

That 3,716 of said votes were polled within said district, as 
follows: 

For William A. Jones 1,906 votes. 

For William Jay 1,810 votes. 

That the remaining 168 votes at said election were given un* 
der act No. 21, of the laws of 1864, known as the soldiers' suf- 
frage law, as follows: 

For William A. Jones. . % 34 votes. 

For William Jay 134 votes. 

That of the whole number of votes given at said election for 
Senator for said district, including the army vote, the said 
William Jay had a majority of four votes, and of the whole 
number of votes polled at said election, exclusive of the army 
vote, the said WiUiam A Jones had a majority of ninety*six 
votes. 

That at said election, held on the ^eighth day of November, 
1864 three thousand nine hundred and ninety-nine votes were 
given, for the office of State Senator for the said Sixth Senato- 
rial District* 

That 3,786 of said votes were polled within said district, as 
follows: 

For James M. Hoyt, 1,920 votes. 

For John O. Crawford, 1,866 vote& 

That the ronaining 213 votes at said election, were given un- 
der act No. 21, of the laws of 1864, known as the soldiers' suE* 
frage law, as follows: 
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For James M. Hoyt, • 49 Yoie& ' 

For John Gt. Crawford,. 160 Yotes. 

That of the whole number of Totes given at said election, 
for Senator for said district, indudihg the army vote, the said 
John Ot. Crawford had a majority of fifty-seven votes. 

And of the whole number of votes polled at sailelectiozt 
exclusive of the «rmy vote, the said James M. Hoyt hdd a ma- 
jority of fifty-four votes. ^ 

Your committee also find that on the first day of the present 
session of the Legislature, the said James M. Hoyt and Wil- 
Uam A. Jones appeared before the Senate, holdmg certificates 
of election as Senators in this body, and at the same time said 
William Jay also appeared claiming the seat now demanded 
by said Jones, and alledging that the canvassers of election in 
said 7th district had rejected the soldiers' vote for Senator in 
that district, which, if counted, would entitle him to the certifi* 
cate of election. 

Also, the said John G. Crawford appeared at the same time, 
claiming the seat now demanded by said Hoyt, and alleging 
that the canvassers of election in said sixth district, had re- 
jected the soldiers' vote for Senator in said district, which, if 
counted, would entitle him to the certificate of election; and 
thereupon a resolution was offered in the Senate as follows: 

" Besolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be, and he is 
hereby directed, to insert the name of John G-. Crawford as Sen- 
ator for the sixth district, in place of James M. Hoyt; and Wil« 
liam Jay as Senator from the seventh district in place of Wil- 
liam A. Jones;" which was adopted, and said Jay and Craw- 
ford were sworn, and took their seats as Senators; and there- 
upon on the same day the following resolution was adopted 
by the Senate: 

*' Besolved, That James M. Hoyt and William A. Jones have 
the privilege of contesting the seats claimed by them in this 
Senate, and that for such purpose the whole subject be referred 
to the committee on privileges and electiona^' — [Legidatiye 
Jour. p. 2.] 
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• The question has been raised before your conunittee, as to 
whether the action of the Senate, as here related, was not a 
final adjudication of the opposing claims to the seats for the 
6th and 7th districts, and that the claimants are precluded from 
a further hearing in the matter. 

But your committee have been unable to arrive tit such a 
condufflon. 

The canvassers undoubtedly exceeded their powers when 
they undertook to decide upon the validity ot and to reject the 
soldiers' votes. The law did not invest them with such powers. 
Jay and Crawford had apparent na^jorities of the votes polled, 
and therefore, were entitled to receive certificates of election . 
from the canvassers. 

The returns made by the canvassers were incorrect. And in 
the opinion of your committee the action of the Senate wa» 
intended to be in the nature of a correction of the election re- 
turns, and not a final decision as to the legality of the election^ 
This action of the Senate in undertaking to consider the re-* 
turns and election separately, is not without precedent It is 
said that: 

'' Where two candidates only are voted for, and by the decis- 
ion of the returning officers, admitting illegal or rejecting legal 
votes, one of the candidates has an apparent majority, he is enti- 
tled to the return, but the other is clearly entitled to the seatr 

^This distinction between elections and returns, hae led, im 
England, to their being in some instances, considsred separatelji ■ 
in the same case so that, where it appears without going into the^ 
merits of an election, that the petitioner, against the sitting mem-^ 
ber, was apparently elected and ought to have been returned, the 
House of Commons will reverse the position of the parties, by ex- 
cluding the sitting member, and putting the petitioner in his 
place as duly returned; leaving the election open to be contro- * 
verted, and throwing the burden of doing so upon the party to 
whom it properly belongs." — [See Cushing's Law and Practice 
of Legislafive Assemblies, §143 and 144] 

If your '«omm]jkte€| is coKrect in their understandings that the^ 
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action of the Sena^ was not intended to be a final adjudica- 
tion, but was intended rather to put Messrs. Hoyt and Jones 
in the position of contestants, then the disputed claims to ths 
seats for the 6th and 7th, as well also as to the seat for the 4i]i 
district, remains to be adjudicated. 

The sitting members, Hubbard,, Jay and Crawford, hold their 
seats by virtue of votes polled under act 21, of the laws of 1864^ 
ccHnmonly called the soldiers' voting law. 

The contestants allege that the votes cast by virtue of that eofe 
are illegal, and rest their claims upon that point alone, and 
support their position by referring to a decision of the Su- 
preme Court of our State, pronouncing that act unconstita* 
tional, and the votes cast under it, void. If the decision is cor 
rect, it should at once put an end to the controversy, for no 
man can acquire office by means of illegal votes. 

It is also urged that the Senate cannot, consistently with its 
dignity and independence, regard the decision of the Si^ 
preme Court, in settling the right to the disputed seats. 

That each branch of the Legislature is the sole judge of the 
qualifications, elections and returns of its members. 

And yet, if the decision of the Court is correct, it is difficult , 
to understand how the dignity or independence of the Senate 
is to be sacrificed, by observing the requirem|nts of the Cooh 
stitution. 

The Constitution has vested the law-maldng power in the 
Legislature, and its enactments are binding alike upon the ex- 
ecutive, the judiciary, and the people, and the dignity and in- 
dependence of neither are impaired by yielding obedience to 
tlie laws— they are the will of the people. On the other hand, 
the people through their Constitation, have made it the duty 
of the judiciary to construe the laws, and to ascertain if they 
are in conformity with the Constitution; the purpose is to har- 
monize conflicting views, and to secure uniformify of action be- 
tween the people and between the several departments cl 
State, Its decisions are the judicial judgments of the peo- 
plsj and as such are to be respected Jby the people ead the eo* 
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ordinate branches of goTermnent; the purpose of the constitu- 
tion is to secnre harmony of action^ and unity of purpose in 
all the departments of State, and no coordinate branch is at 
liberty to ignore or set at defiance the action of any other co6r- 
dinate branch when proceeding in ifll legitimate sphere; were it 
otherwise, the several departments would become irresponsible 
and uncontrollable powers, seeking their separate purposes in 
opposing directions, and aU those checks and balances intended 
to be secured by the creation of coordinate departments in 
gOTemment would be lost; law and order could not be main- 
tained, and anarchy would prevail; no department need fear a 
loss of its independence by recognizing the legitimate action 
of its co-equal branch — and when a department is compelled 
to vindicate its action by the plea of maintaining its dignity 
and independence, it is to be apprehended that its action is 
not supported by the best of reasons. 

TVhile we are the sole judges of the qualifications, elections 
and returns of our members, and our judgments and deter- 
minations are not to be questioned in those matters, yet we 
should undoubtedly be guided by the law in making our de- 
ifidons, we should admit those qualifications only which the law 
prescribes-^we should declare such elections only as good, 
-which were conducted in the manner prescribed by law. A» 
said by Chancellor Kent, our dedsions should be regulated 
by known principles of law, and strictly adhered to for the pur- 
pose of uniformity and certainty. 

As stated in a report on a similar subject, appearing in our 
journals, we should consult the law as laid down in the books 
and in the judicial decisions. 

And so we say, and in so doing we should pay due respeot 
to the decisions of our own courts 

Bat it would certainly be treading u|K>n dangerous ground, 
if instead of making the qualifications aixd election comply ^th 
the law, we should, in order to support an election, declare s 
law unconstitational, or praoti<3allj reverse the decision of our 
highest judidal tribunal, in oiderto make the la w ooDlImn to 
tlia elaotion. 
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Bat the deciidon of our highest judicial tribnnal, as to the 
validitj of the soldiers' saStage law, has been made, not at the 
instance of the court, bat in the performance of a duty im- 
posed by the Oonstitation, Neither the ability or integrity of 
the court, nor the patriotic ^Bgard of the judges for the soldier 
in the field, upon whom the decision &lls most heayily, have 
been questioned. 

And as an illustration of our obligation to respect the deter- 
mination of our courts, the following froin Mr. Stevens, may 
not be inappropriate: 

<< When a man is sworn to support a coAstitution which pro- 
vides a tribunal for the settlement of any class of cases arising 
under it, where differences of opinion may prevail, he is as 
much bound to acquiesce in the didsion of such tribunal when 
made, and to the extent made, imtil reversed, in any case so 
arising, as he was bound to be governed by his own opinions in 
relation to it before. This sir, is one of the first principles of all 
societies, and part of the obligation of every individual impHed 
when he becomes a citizen of government, or takes the oath of 
allegiance. Else why should there be a tribunal to decide such 
questions, if obedience and acquiesence to the decision, when 
made, should not be regarded, in every sense of propriety, 
right and proper, both politically and morally ? 

<< Sir, without this rule, there could be no order and no gov- 
emment." 

Had he and his compeers in the rebellion, observed the 
doctiine expressed, our country would not now be struggling 
with traitors for its life; and while the Legislature may not be 
required to defer to the Supreme Court in the same sense or 
measure as the citizen/ yet it becomes the law making depart- 
ment of the State to pause long before taking a step that may 
be construed as a violation or disregard of the Constitution^ or 
may be referred to as a precedent for disregarding the judi- 
ciary. 

Xljie decision has become the rule of action, which, by the re^ 
quiremepoita of ijhe Constitution) the people^ the Executive and 
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ihe jadioiAry itself are to be guided* We are called upon to de- 
cide in a case where the same facts and law are inyolved; caa 
we giye a satisfactory reason for adopting a different role from 
that which, under the decision, obtains in all other depart* 
' ments of the State government, and with the people of the 
State ? Will the prihciple that we are the sole jndges of the- 
qualifications, elections and returns of our members, satisfac* 
torQy explain the reason why a certain dass of votes is legale 
when cast for a Senator, and illegal when cast for a candidate^ 
for the office of Governor ? 

Your committee believe that it would be unwise for the two 
c6<)rdinate branches of the government to pursue opposite 
courses in regard to the law under consideration; that as a 
precedent, its tendencies would be dangerous, pointing to dis* 
oi^anization in the State. Having by our Oonstitution created 
a tribtmal by which to ascertain the constitutionality of our 
enactments, we have also pledged ourselves in that Constitu- 
tion to abide by our decisions, as expressed through that tri- 
bunal. And while neither branch should be subservient to an- 
other, yet the public good demands that all should so harmon- 
ize in their action as to avoid antagonism and discord. And 
though the Legislature may not be required to regard the court 
in the same manper as the citizen, yet diversify of opinion and 
adverse action between the two branches, should be permitted 
with extreme caution. 

Your committee, in arriving at its conclusion in regard to the 
seats in question, is not unmindful of the sense of disappoint- 
ment felt by the people of this State, that our brave armies in 
the field are not permitted, by our Constitution, to be heard 
through the ballot box, and in the conduct of the affairs of 
State. 

Your committee is also aware of the fact, that the petitioners 
for the seats in question are not the choice of the majority of 
the people whom they seek to represent; that they are not 
those to whom the patriot defenders of our common country, in 
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their absence on the field of war, choose to confide the affidn 
of State, and enactment of its laws. 

Yonr committee is aware also, that these applicants are not 
before us by the desire or approval of the majority of the peo- 
ple. Nor are their claims based on that broad sensa of jnstioe 
that challenges the respect of men. They stand upon a legal 
daim, arising oat of a constitation inadequate to^e emergaof 
cies of the times; a constitution that unfortunately stifles the 
Toice of the citizen soidier, who stands guard between us and 
treason and mad rebellion. 

But in the judgment of your committee^ the petitioners whose 
names appear below, are entitled to the seats in question. 
\ In accordance with these views, your committee report their 
opiniozus as follows: 

Resolved^ That William A. Jones is entitled to a seat in this 
Senate, as Senator for the Seyenth Senatorial District, in plaoe 
of William Jay, the present occupant 

Resolved^ That James M.Hoyt is entitled to a seat in this 
Senate, as Senator for the Sixth Senatorial District, in plaoe of 
John G. Crawford, the present occupant 

Resolved, That William M. Campbell is entitled to a seat in 

this Senate, as Senator for the Fourth Senatorial District^ in 

place of Hon. Giles Hubbard, the present occupant 

All of which is submitted. 

A. HOWELL. Ohaimum.'' 
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OOMMUNIOATION from the State Treasnrer, giving the 
namee, salaries, etc-, of the clerks employed in his office. 

Statb Trbasureb's Ofiicb, ) 
Lansing, Febrtuxry 22, 1865. ) 

HoH. E. 0. Qbosvekob, President of the Senate: 

Dbab Sir — I have received notice of a resolution of the 
Senate, inquiring of the State Treasurer the name and place of 
residence of his deputy, the number of clerks employed in the 
Treasurer's office during 1868 and 1864; the name' and place 
of residence of each clerk; when appointed; the amount 
of money paid to each of said clerks and deputy for fees, salar 
ries and over-work, and the number of hours constituting a 
day's work. 

In response to the above inquiry, I beg to answer as follows: 

The name of the Deputy Treasurer is James Turner, whose 
residence, at the time of his appointment^ was Lansing. The 
number of clerks employed in the office during 1868 and 1804, 
was two, with the addition of seven or eight days' work of two 
or three other young men, to assist in some urgent work. 

The names and place of residence of the derks employed, i a 
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follows: H. D. Bartholomew, Lansing, Ingham Co., Mich.; 
H. L. Paddocky Pontiac, Oakland Co., Mich. 

The clerks receive no lees. A small amount was paid the 
Deputy Treasurer, as fees, by the Farmers' and Mechanics' 
Bank and Peninsular Bank, for countersigning new bank 
notes, in 1863; nothing for 1864. 

The office hours have been from 8 o'clock to 12 o'clock A. M., 
and from 1:30 o'clock to 4 o'clock P. M., being six and one-half 
liours. 

The following amounts have been paid to the deputy and 
derks for salaries and over-work, during 1863 and 1864: 



NAUEB. 


I8CI. 


^ 1864. 


TMd. 


James Tamer, Deputy Treas., 
H. D. Bartholomew, clerk,. . . . 
H. L. Paddock, clerk, 


$855 26 
946 69 
604 92 


$809 48 
930 71 
884 30 


$1,664 U 
l,8t7 40 
1,489 22 


Totals 


$2,406 87 


12,624 49 


16,031 86 



J. OWEN, State Treasurer. 
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OOMMUNIOATIONS from the Auditor General, Secretary of 
State, Superintendent of Public Instruction, and the Com- 
missioner of the State Land Office, relative to the names, 
salaries, etc., of the several Clerks emploped in their respec- 
tive departments. 

AuDrroB Oeniral's Ofhcs, \ 
Lansing, February 22, 1865. j 

HoK. S. 0. Orosyenob, President of the Senate: 

Sib — In answer to the following resolution of ^e Senate: 
'' Besolved, That the Auditor General, State Treasurer, Secre- 
tasy of State, Commissioner of the Land Office, and Superinten- 
dent of Public Instruction, be instructed to communicate to the 
Senate the names and places of residence of their respective 
deputies; the number of clerks employed in their respective 
offices during the years 1868 and 1864; the names and places 
of residence of each of said clerks; when appointed; the 
amount of money paid to each of said deputies and clerks in 
fees, salaries, and for over-work, and the number of hours con- 
stituting a daj's work," 

I would respectfully refer you to a detailed report I have 
this day submitted to the House of Representatives, in reply to 
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a resolution adopted by that body on the 11th inst., which 
giyoB all the infonnation asked for in the above cited resolu- 
tion of the Senate, as far as this department is concerned. 

Very respectfolly, 

K ANNERE, 
Auditor Oeneral. 



Sbcbetabt or State's Offics, ) 
Lansingf February 28, 1865. ) 

Hon. E. O. Obostenob. Freddent of the Senate: 

Sib — In reply to the resolution of the Senate, asking infer, 
mation of this department in relatiqn to the ''names and place 
of residence of the deputy and clerks employed during the 
years 1863f.and 1864, when appointed, amount of money paid 
to each in fees, salaries, and for over>work, and the hours con* 
stituting a day's work," would respectfully refer you to a full 
statement of the Auditor Oeneral, made to the House of Bep- 
resentatives upon the same subject, and which gives a full 
statement of this office, so far as relates to place of residence, 
clerks employed, when appointed, and amount of salary. 

I would also report that this office does not pay to its deputy 
or clerks any fees whatever; and that the office hours of this 
department (constituting a daj's work) are six and a half. 

The ordinary working force of this office is the deputy and 
one clerk; but by reason of the increased labor, growing out of 
the compiling of the census report and canvass of the soldiers' 
vote, nine extra clerks were temporarily employed. 

Yours, respectfully, 

JAMBS B. PORTER, 
Secrdary if SbOe. 



Offiob of Supebiktendbnt of Public Instbugtiok, ) 

Lansing, February 24, 1865. ) 

Hon. E. 0. Gbosvenob, President qf the Senate : 

Sm — In compliance with the resolution of the Senate, ix^ 

' structing the Superintendent of Public Instruction to communi* 



cate to the Senate the name and place of residence of the 
Deputy Saperintendent of Public Instruction, &c.y I would re- 
spectfully report, that Hr.O. B. Stebbins, Deputy Superintendent, 
has been acting as said deputy for the last six years; formerly 
a resident of Adrian, Mich. He has resided in Lansing for the 
last seven years. 

The annual salary of the Deputy Superintendent is $700. 
There, are no fees in this office. Over-work for 1863, $269.1T; for 
1864, $316.16. The hours constituting a day's work, six and one- 
half, with the exception of the last two and one-half months of 

1864, which were five and one-half. At the first of January, 

1865, they were agaia changed to six and one-half. There are 
no clerks employed in this office. 

Very respectfully, 

0. HOSFORD, 
8upt. qf Public Instruotion. 



State Land Office, 1 

Lansing, Mich., February 24, 1865. \ 

To Hon. E. 0. Obosvenor, President of the Senate : 

Sib — In compliance with a xesolution of the Senate adopted 
on the 21st inst., I would say that a fall statement of the infer, 
mation desired as to the persons employed in the State Land 
Office by Hon. S. S. Lacey during the years 1863 and 1864, with 
the amount paid each for salary and ove-work, will be found in 
the Journal of the House of Representatives of the 23d inst., 
transmitted by the Auditor General; that no fees are allowed 
or paid by the Commissioner, and that the number of hours con- 
stituting a day's work during said years 1863 and 1864 have 

been six and a half. 

Very respectfully, 

GYRUS HEWITT, 

Ocmmimaner. 
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OPINION of the Attorney General, in respouse to a reefolutioii: 
of the Senate, relative to the constitntiorjality of submitting, 
at the election in April next, certain proposed limendmenta 
to the Gdnstitatton. 

Lanring, February 24, 1865.) 
Tq the EonorMe, ihfi Senate qf the State qf Michigan: 

I bad the honor to receive from your Secretary^ on the 2^ 
inaiy a certified copy of a preimble and resolution, adopted by 
your honorable body^.on tha^tdi^y^ wjbkb are in language asfoL^ 
lowS| to-wit: 

'^ Whereas, Certain amendments are proposed to be mado to 
the Constitation ol this Statp^ 9Xki. to submit said amendments 
to a vote of the pepple at the spring election, to be held in 
April nex^; 

^' And whereae, Said^bmissioia isol doubtful constitutional^ 
i^; therefore, 

<' Sesolvedj That the Attorney General be, and is hereby re* 
quested to, transmit to the Senate his opinion as to the consti* 
tionahtgi: of .submittuitg.said proposed amandmants at the eleo- 
tkm to be held in April nezt*^ 
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Httving (x>A8idered the question of ^'the constitationalify of 
sabmitting the propoled amendments at the election to be held 
in April next»" I am dearly of the opinion, that the election to 
be held in that month, not being " the next general dection there- 
after/' within the spirit and meaning of section 1\ Art 20, of the 
Oonstitation of this State, thej cannot then be submitted to the 
electors of Michigan, for their ratification and approval, an^I 
have so to advise you. 

The considerations which hare brought me to this condusiony 
are mainly the fdlowing: 

The Constitutioit of 1850 of this State, so called, is not a new 
one, but a revision of that of 1835, the inteniionot the people 
evidentiy being, not the establishment of a new goyemment 
by devising and adopting a new Constitution, but simply the 
improvement of the goyemment they then had, by and through 
a remeion of their Gonstitution of that day. Hence, it is, thai 
the Gonstitution is now substantially the same as in 1835, secur- 
ing to the peeple, as it does, the same form of government. 

Sea 1, Art 20, above referred to, which makes provision for 
the amendment of the Gonstitution, and which must be strictly 
complied witii, asit furnishes the rule, is in langoage^as follows, 
to wit: 

<* Any amendment or amendments to this Gonstitntien may be 
proposed in the Senate or House of Representatives. If the 
same shall be agreed to by two-thirds of the members elected 
to eadi house, such amendment or amendments shall be en- 
tered on their journals respectively, with yeas and nays taken 
thereon; and the same shfill be submitted to the electors at the 
nest general ejection thereafter^ aiid if a majority of the electors 
qualified to vote for members of the Legidatore, voting there- 
on shall ratify and approve such amendment or amendments 
the same shall become part of the Gonstitution." 

Language thus plain and tmambiguous, though it were no 
where else repeated in our statutes or Gonstitution, can admit 
of no question other than the one raised in the above-men- 
tioned preamble and resodution. Bat framed in 1860, as this 
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section of the ConstitTition wad, with, as I think, 9ole r^erenof 
to the well-known meaning of the words, " general election,*' 
they then having long been defined bj statute, and that 
definition at that time being, "the words 'general election,* shall 
he construed to mean the election required by law to he held in the 
month of November,*' it is difficult to perceive, that " the eleo» 
tion to be held in April next," is by any fair and reasonable • 
interpretation, such a " general election " as comes within the 
purview of section 1, above quoted*; or, in other words, that 
any election is referred to, other than tbat to be held bienni- 
ally in the month of November. This definition has been one 
fixed by statute, before, and ever since, the revision of 1838; it 
was the only one known to the laws of the State in 1850, up to 
which year there had been no "general election," so called 
or known, except that held annually in November. Nor 
does our revised Constitution provide for or require any "gen- 
eral election " to "be held, except that to be held in the month 
last named. Though these considerations would, perhaps^ 
necessarily preclude all other elections, 'since {Hx>vided for 
by statute, from being regarded as such as are contemplated by 
the words, "general election," as used in section 1, above 
quoted; still, I offer additional ones. 

It is, I believe, a well settled rule of construction, that when^ 
ever a phrase, or particular words used in an instrument, aro « 
known to have a certain definite meaning, they shall be pre- 
sumed to have the same meaning when used in any other part 
of the same instrument, unless it be made clear by their con- 
text that they were intended to have one meaning in one part 
ol the instrument, and a different one in another. Seeing that 
these words, "general election," as used in section 2, Artide 20, 
clearly refer to "the general election to be held in the year one 
thousand eight hundred and sixty-six, and in each sixteenth 
year thereafte," in which year jione but annual township meet- 
ings for the election of township officers, and the " general dec- 
tion " for the election of officers mentioned in section 25 of the 
Compiled Laws of 1867 of this State, are yet authorized or 
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quired to be held; and applying ttie aboTe mentioned role of 
eonstraotion, we cann6t escape tlie conyiction, as it appears Id 
me» that in section 1, of the same Article, the '' general election ** 
xequired to be held in the month of November, was the only 
one contemplated. Certainly, the words, "general election," 
are the^same in each section; and therefore, as I think, so is 
fiieir meaning. Bnt these words are also used in other parts 
of the Oonstitation, and in ereiy instance when and where 00 
used, they seem to point to one and the same election. Let vm 

See. 1, Art 18, reads as follows, to wit: 
' ^ There shall be elected at Qie general election in the year one 
thonsand eight hundred and fiffcy-two, three members of a State 
Board of Education, one for two years, one for four years, and 
one for six years; and ai each succeeding biennial election, there 
shall be elected one member of such board who shall hold his 
office for six years." ^ 

Sec. 1, Art. 8, provides, that ^ at each general biennial dectiom," 
^ihere shall be elected certain State officers. 

Sec. 34, Art 8, provides, that Senators and Bepresentives to 
the State Legislature, shall be elected on the Taesday[sacceed- 
ing the first Monday of November in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and fifty-two, and on the Tuesday sueceding the 
drst Monday of November of every second year thereafter." 

The Governor and Lieutenant Governor are required, by the 
^Constitution, to " be elected at the same times and places of 
choosing the members of the Legislature." 

Sec. 2, Act 15, provides that, "no banking lawjor law for 
4>an]dng purposes, or amendments thereof, shall have effect 
until the same shall, after its passage, be submitted to a vote of 
the electors of the State, at a general election, and be approved 
by a majority of the votes cast thereon at such election." 

See, also, Sec 16, of the Schedule of the Constitution, which 
requires the Constitution as revi^d in 1850, to " be submitted to 
the people for their adoption or rejection, at the general dectum 
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to be held on the fmst Tuesday of NoTember, one thousand eiffhi 

hundred arid fifly^ &c. 

Members of Congress and county officers, by statutory Re- 
quirement, hare always been elected at the same "general elec- 
tion/' since oui State organization. 

On account of these facts, not aU that might be mentioned^ 
however, the election held in the month of November, has al- 
ways emphatically been a *^ general election.** At no time since 
Uich^an was admitted into the Union, as a State, to the pre- 
sent day, has it been possible to speak of the ''general election/' 
without this, and only this election, held in the month of November, 
suggesting itself to the mind. No better test as to the meaning 
of the words referred to, could be desired. 

To urge, that the election " to be held in April next," is a 
"general election" within the meaning of Sec. 1, Act 20, of the 
Oonstitution, because the electors of the State wiU generally 
participate in it, will, I think, hardly do. This reasoning would 
make the election of a State officer, at any special election, 
were one provided for, and held, a "general election." I think 
the true construction, rather, is, that it should be held to mean, 
tested by this method, 9ome election at which the public officers 
of the people, are generally elected; it being the number and tm- 
portance of the officers voted/or, that give object and character to 
the election, rather than the number of okctors who cast their 
ballots. Viewed in this li^ht, it is clear, that the "general 
biennial election," held in the month of November, is the eleo- 
Hon referred to by Sec. 1, Art^20, of the Constitution of this 
State. 

Agaiu : to amend the Constitution as framed and adopted in 
1835, required a period of about two years, thus affording op- 
portimity for investigation and deliberation, always desirable 
in establishing or changing fundamental law. The Constitu- 
tion, as revised in 1850, according to the view herein expressed, 
requires, for the purposes of amendment, about the same 
length of time. But if the election biennially held in April, 
for the election of judges, be such a "general election" as 
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admits of proposed amendments to the Constitution being 
then voted npon, the work of amendment becomes one of a 
half year, so far as the action of the people and their Legisla- 
ture are conoemed. That such haste, in so important and 
vital a matter, was contemplated, or is consistent with the dig- 
nity and interests of a sovereign State, and the stability which 
should characterize its institutions, is^ as it seems to me, not 
for a moment presumable. 

But light is also shed upon this subject, by the action of the 
Convention of 1850, which revised our Constitution. The Con- 
stitution of 1835, as that Convention found it, left the mode 
and time of voting upon amendments duly proposed, at the 
discretion of the Legislature. As Sees. 1 and 2, Art 20, were 
first reported to the Convention by the committee " on the 
mode of amending and revising the Constitution," the mode 
and time of passing upon proposed amendments, by the quali- 
fied electors, were stUl left at the discretion of the Legislature; 
but the question of " a general revision," was required by Sec 
2, as so reported^ to be submitted to "the electors quali- 
fied to vote for members of the Legislature," and *< at 
the general election to be held in the year eighteen hun- 
dred and sixty-Jive, and each JifteerUh year thereafter, and 
also at such times as the Legislature might by law provide." 
The words " sixty-five " and " fifteenth," were stricken out of 
this section, and "sixty-six" and " sucteenth " substituted in 

their stead, for the reason that these sections were so reported 

« 

at an early day of the Convention, and under the impressum 
ihai a " general eHedion " vxis to be held in each year in the month 
of November; but at the date of this last . mentioned action of 
the Convention, it then having been determined to h61d " gen- 
eral biennial elections," such amendments became important 
and necessary, one honorable member of the Convention re- 
remarking in support of the amendments^ that^ 

"In the year 1865 there will be no election^ for we have set- 
tled in the legislative article that the first election under thig 
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Oonstitatioii fthall be in 1852. Fifteen years from that time 
there "will be no election/ 

Soy too, every word and act of the Convention bearing upon 
this subject, show that the words ''general election/' as always 
understood and employed by the Constitution or its members, 
liad exclusive reference to the " general election ** now» as 
always heretofore by law required to be held in the month of 
November, and at no other time. 

That the electors of the State^ when they voted upon the 
question of the ratification and adoption of the revised Consti- 
tntion in 1850, presumed, as they must be, to have been famil- 
iar witii eveij consideration that controlled the Convention, so 
Toted with like impressions as to the intention and meaning of 
the words, *' general election," oannot, I think, be reasonably 
denied. 

It being true, then, as every consideration thus far noticed 
would seem to indicate, that these words, " general election,'' 
9kh used in section 1, Article 20, had reference only to the 
" general biennial election " required to be held in the month 
of November, *'in 1852," and in every two years thereafter, it 
will not, I presume, be claimed that this intention can be 
enlarged or varied by an act of the Legislature. Certainly, it 
cannot rightfully be so claimed, for that would be to place the 
Constitution upon a level with the statutes of the State, giving 
it no greater importance or solidiiy. This the people cannot 
afford to do. 

If the foregoing views be not correct, it necessarily follows 
that the vote taken npon the adoption of certain proposed 
amendments to the Constitution, at the election in each of the 
years of 1860 and 1862, such submissions to the electors being 
required to be ''at the next general election thereafter," — ^that 
is, next after they are proposed by the Legislature — are illegal 
and void, because in each instance, a judicial election intervened, 
pcurtidpated in by the electors throughout the State. That we, 
as a commonwealth, have made two such grave and mischievoxus. 
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mistakeSy as the j would prore to be» if bo held by the Letgisla- 
tore and Oonrts of the State, I am not prepared to belieya . 

Believing, then, that the framers of the revised Cpnstitntiox^ 
and the electors of the State who adopted it, understood the 
i^ords, "at the next general election thereafter/' as nsed in 
Sea 1, Art 20, to have exclnsiye reference to ** the general bi€(n> 
nlal election " required to " be held on the Tuesday succeeding 
the first Monday of November, in the year one thousand eig^t 
hundred and fifty-two, and on the Tuesday succeeding the firat 
ICbti^y of every second year (here(^ter"Bjf.d knowing that *'Legf- 
islatiye constructioQ," so far, has been in strict accordance with 
this View; I, therefore, have to advise you, as stated at the out- 
set^ that, in my judgment, it would not be Constitutional to 
" submit said proposed amendments at the election to be held 
ii^ April next." 

See Eevised Statutes of 1888, page 3, subdivision 19, and 
page 7, Sec. 1. Also Bevised Statutes, of 1816, page 37, sub- 
division 19, and page 40 ,Sec. 1. Also Compiled Laws of 185^^ 
page 89, subdivision 19, and page 102, Sec. 1. Also Conven- 
tion Debates of 1850, pages 7, 19, 26, 466, 530-1-9, 583, 699, 
884,911. 

I have the honor to be, 

Your most obedient servant, . 

ALBERT WILLIAMS, 

AUomey OeneraL 



\ 
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SEPORT of tbe Committee on State Affairs, in relation to the 
destruction of fish in the waters of this State. 

The committee on State affairs, to whom was referred the 
special message of His Exoellencj the Governor, relating to 
destmction of fish in our waters, by the use of pound or trap 
nets, respectfully report, that after much time spent in gaining 
information upon this subject^ they haye been unable to get 
testimony sufficient to satisfy ihem that the pound or trap net 
is calculated to destroy the stock of fish; but the great pre- 
ponderance of testimony furnished your committee, by men 
supposed to l^e experts, on this subject^ as well as documentary 
testimony, go to show that the pound or trap net is constructed 
with large meshes, thereby allowing all small or part grown 
fish to escape. The^fish, when once in these traps, are not in-^ 
jured, but remain perfectly free to swim within a given space,, 
and are taken out with hand nets, at pleasure, alive and unin- 
jured, thereby seeming to be the most economical manner ol 
catching full grown fish, and not destroying smaller ones by the 
operation, as is the case with sein fishing. Again: it is claimed 

that the white fish, the most valuable by far, of all the numer-- 
1 
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OTUi yarieties, grows rapidly, mainres about the second year, 
and scarcely ever snrviyes the fourth year; hence, catching this 
class freely, considering their prolific production and short ex- 
istence, could make no perceptible deminution in quantity, and 
only serves the purpose of adding so much to the real produc- 
tions of the country, which would otherwise be lost. 

Again, it is claimed that other species of fish, such as stur- 
geon, muskalange, and the like, are the great destroyers of the 

« 

spawn of white and other fish, while in process of incubation. 
By this means more embryo fish are destroyed than it were 
possible for the skill of man to equal, by his appliances, after 
the maturity of tke fish. 

The trap or pound net is well adapted^ to taking sturgeon, 
muskalange, &c., which being long long-lived fish, and not over 
fruitful in reproduction, may be materially diminished by their 
use. On certain fishing grounds in Lake Erie, where pound 
or trap nets were used, and accurate account of thej^atch kept 
for five successive years, the following results are shown, during 
fhe months of April, October, and November: 

In 1860, there were taken per day, about. . . .' 80 tons. 

In 1861, « « « 86 tons. 

In 1862, " « " 40 to 41 tons. 

In 1863, « " " 50 tons. 

In 1864, « « " 50 to 51 tons. 

An invariable law of nature of fish, is to make regular visits 
to its native grounds^ hence if the destruction of the spawn is 
prevented, the stock of fish will increase in any given locality 
as is shown by the above figures, notwithstanding the most ac^ 
tive efforts of the fishermen, when the catch is confined to full- 
grown fish. 

Your committee are of opinion that legislation to prevent the 
use of trap or pound net fishing, would be injurious to the best 
interests of the State, and have directed me to report the message 
back to the Senate, and ask to be discharged from the further 
consideration of the subject 

D. H. JEROME, Chairman. 
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dOMUUNIOATION from the Auditor General, relative to the 
internal improvement lands granted, of the amount of lands 
and cash, warrants drawn, etc. 

Auditor Oenbral's OfhCe, ) 
Lansing^ March 1, 1865. ) 

To Hon. E. 0. Obosyanob, Freaident of the Senate; 

Sir—- In compliance witii a resolution of the Senate, adopted 

February 2tth, and communicated to me by the Secretary of 

that body, I have^the honor to submit a statement of internal 

improvement lands gpranted and appropriated; of the amounts 

of lands and cash, warrants drawn, etc., which statement g^ves 

all the information asked for in said resolution, and shows the 

condition of the internal improvement fund. 

, Very Bespectfully, 

E. ANNEKE, 

Audiior Oeneral. 
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BBFORT of the ^majority of the Select Oommittee, relative to 
the petitiQQs of citissens of Detroit, asking the passage o£ .a 
law to authorize the formation of Mechanics and {iaboring 
Men's Cooperative Associations. 

Beport of the majority of the select committee on the petitiong^ 

of over 1,000 citizens oi Detroit, asking the passage of a law 

> 

to anthorize the formation of Mechanic and Laboring-men'a> 
Cooperative Associations: 

The majority of the select committee to whom was re- 
ferred the petitions of over one thousand respectable citizens^ 
of the city of Detroit, praying this honorable body to take 
from the table 

A bill to authorize the formation of Mechanics and Labor* 
ing-mens Cooperative Associations, 

And pass the same, beg leave to report 

Cooperative Associations are, comparatively speaking, of 
recent origin. But, as this is a living age — an age of pro- 
gress in all the arts and sciences — it will be well for u^ to 
consider'^what is cooperation, its objects and aims, before 
we attempt to condemn the principal. 

90 
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John Staart Mill, in hk principles of Political Economyi 
has tMily said that ^ the aim of improvement ahonld not be 
Bolelj to place humanity in a condition in which tbey will 
be able to instruct one-another, but to enable them to work 
with or for one-another| in relations not involving depend- 
ence.'* ^ 

This is cooperation, and dependence is the key-stone that 
should unite and bind mankind more closely together. The 
employer and the employed should be linked together for 
the welfare and prosperity of each other. Capital should 
not be independent of labor, or labor independent of capital, 
but on the contrary, there should be a complete mutuality 
existing between them. 

Formerly, it was the custom for working-men to believe 
that the protection possessed by labor against the encroach- 
ment of capital, consisted in the trades' union, 6r a strike. 
Kor was this surprising, when we remember how little the 
truths of political economy, or economical science were stud- 
ied, we may truly say, by any class of the community, until 
a comparatively recent date. But this is no longer the case. 
Those who were hitherto strangers to economical science, 
have become adepts and teachers, and apply, with astonish- 
ing alacrity and aptness, these principles to their own advan- 
tage. 

Many persons deem cooperation to be a new form of 
communionism or socialism. Others claim, (and we utter it 
with regret,) that cooperation will encourage strikes among 
the working classes, facilitate their frequency and make them 
occur often — ^place capital at the mercy of. labor and render it 
unsafe; hence the bill under consideration should not be 
pi^ed. 

These propositions we emphatically deny. The bill under 
consideration does not propose to establish such measures, 
or aid in accomplishing such ends. 

The days of strikes are past. Intelligence has taken the 
place of ignorjmce, and the laboring man has learned that 
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it Sei to the economical and wise nse of Mb wages, anti not ta 
the waste and mi^xpenditnre of a strike, that he must look: 
ibr that emancipation from the thraldom which an nnjniA. 
and merciless employer can always inflict on the poor and 
necessitous working man, 

Let us for a moment examine the principle of cooperation 
^ upon its own merits, ayd ascertain if it is entitled to odr 
siipport, upon the broad principles of justice and equality. 

What are railway companies, banking associations, the 
dijfferent insurance companies, mining, manufacturing, 
smelting, and the thousand and one other companies 
created by the laws of this State? They are no^ 
thing more or less than cooperative associations, all based 
on the cooperative principle, only the members are chiefly 
capitalists. Therefore, correctly interpreted and acted upon, 
cooperation signifies the doctrine of self-help. 

1. The law prayed for, if passed, will authorize ten or mdre 
* persons* to unite, as mechanics and laboring men, in any 

cooperative association, for the purpose of purchasing gro- 
^ ceries and provisions, and to sell the same to the stockhold- 
ers add others, at such reasonable price over the cost as will 
enable th6 association to obtain the same. 

2. To authorize the mechanics belonging to the association 
to manufacture their own boots, shoes, clothing, flour, and 
other necessary articles, deposit them in the cooperative 
store, sell the same, and enjoy the iruits of their own labor, 
instead of giving it to the capalist. 

3. Ithe capital stock in no case to be less than $5,000, "not 
more than $500,000, divided into shares of not less than texi 
dollars, 

a The stockholders and directors are jointly and severally 
liable for all debts for labor performed for the corporation, 
besides all debts incurred to the amount of the capital stock' 
igr each subscribed. 

^ l^ese are, ik brief, ihe Uviitig features Of thib bilt Hdik 
capitaUste dread. "' 
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merdiants are to-day insolvent To what principle are 
over two^thirdB of the Senators composing this body, in-^ 
debted for the honorable position they now hold, if not to 
the principle of co-operation, individual if not organized — 
nearly all of these having risen from the very class now 
asking legislation? Oan it be possible that we, who pride our- 
selves npon our wisdom — ^we, who are foremost in all the 
arts and sciences of a free and enlightened country, and 
boast of this as tlfb asylum for the down-trodden and op* 
pressed of all nations — ^we, who claim that our govern- 
ment is the model for the successful, and the refuge for the 
unsuccessful patriot in his struggles for liberty, against the 
tyranny of the old world — will deny our citizens a boon con- 
ferred by regal governments ? We trust not Tour com- 
mittee, therefore, recommend the passage of the bilL 

HUGH McCURDT, 

WHiLlAMJAY. 
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iiing against the tide of Blayerj, oppreendon and tyranny, and 
nobly defending the cauBe of truth, justice and liberty. 

Michigan has not been mucli engaged in war until the last 
four yearSf consequently her military heroes are of late date» 
land those, are nearly all yet in the field, fighting against the ene» 
mies of our government Many of them have won a fame by 
their heroic acts and daring braveiy worthy of commemora- 
tion, and their names are ahready engraven on the hearts of a 
grateful people, who in due time will not fail to honor them as 
they deserve. 

When this dreadful war is over, and the glad song of peaco 
begins to be heard all over this broad land, then will it be a 
fitting time ^to gather the laurels of our military heroes, and to 
erect monuments to their names in honor of their heroic deeda 

Your committee believe that the.^ime has not yet come for 
the selection of the names referred to, and would recommend 
that the proper authorities be requested to set apart a place 
for statues, where, at some future tim^ when Michigan shall 
bave selected those honored na>mes and furnished the statues^ 
jthey may be placed and represent this State in ihe old H^ 
of the House, of Bepresentatives of the United States. 

Your committee ask to be dischaiged from the further con- 

jdderation of the subject 

J. Q. WAIT, eSurirman. 
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SEPOBT of the Finanoe Ooonmiltee, xelfttiTO to tbe memorial 
x>f Allen B. Borr, praying to be released from his liabiiltj to 
the State as one of the saretiea on the official bond of John 
lioKinuey, late State Treasnrer. 

The finance committee, to whom was leCsrred the memorial of 
JUIen R Boir, praying that he may be released from his Uabik 
ity to the State as one of the snretieB on the official bond of 
John McEinney, late State Treasurer^ and to whom was alsa 
referred Honse joint resolution No. 22, entitled 
A joint resolution for the relief of Allen R Burr, 
Hare considered the same and lespectfolly report: 
An official bond is an obligation giTcn for the fidthAd" dfi^ 
duurgeof the dutiesof a pablie officer. The surety ia one who- 
imdertskeSy in case of the failure of the prinetpal^ tomalce the 
lossor damage by reason of the misfeasimiso* good. The oUi* 
gation of the surety is a deliberate aet^ under his hud, and: ieal» 
\>j whidh he Yohmtarily agrees toboTesponsible for the aete oft 
aaolher. These obligations in many instances^ are the onlj 
se c urity that the public have to protect them agaiasfc the epm-^ 
TiisiiiyT^ of frauda and wrffirgii try pifrwf %i tffBfiisl stsliniia 
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It hM oome to be too often the case that parties aasnme allthe 
liability of official bondsmen wiihont careful oonsidenttion* 
and when called npon to make good a defidenoy on the part of 
their principal, they seek to protect themselTes from their en* 
ganfements by an appeal to legialatiojL To heed such applica- 
tions has of late become too common, and tends to make re- 
■ponaibiUties of this kind but mere f^ymalities, *' signifying 
nothing." In the judgment of jour committee, the public in- 
terests should be guarded with the same watchfulness and care 
that a prudent man would ezerdse in the management of a 
priyato interest Every n^an contracting with the State should 
be held " according to his bonds," unless condderatioos of jus- 
tice and equity press with unusual force, and seem to furnish 
extraordinary reasons for a relea^ from the *' guarantee." 

This case should not be an exception; and however mudi we 
may cfympathize with the misfortune of the persons who find 
themsdres and their families likdy to be stripped of property 
to pay a debt for which they have recdved no oondderation or 
benefit^ sudi circumstances afford no proper reason for grant* 
ing the prayer of the petitioner. If we should suffer oursdveB 
to be ruled by sympathy in sndi cases, and should exonerate 
every man upon whom the liability is a hardship, all bonds 
might properly be dedared a form without substance, and the 
familiar term << straw-bail," nught with great propriety, be ap- 
plied to all sudi obligations. 

Thk question then aricres, whether thtoe are good and suffi- 
dent reasons, adds from the' hardships and iiiconv0meiiees re- 
sulting from holding him to fals suiet^dnp for the relee4ieof the 
applicant. 

' Hie petitioner, with Emd^ S. Bingham, Silas U.^ Qobnes» 
'Whitney Sottek and Ohmsplin fibivens, became etUBties on the 
fKmd 6f Johti MoEinn<iy, a former State Xreaffix^^ < ^o- 
Kinney turned out to be a defaulter to the State, in^a large 
iam of money, aud'wto «rrdbted,''oont]cted,2and;8ei|ito the 
l^^lPrison/ioietiketeraifof sente fmra*' hk/i\a vmAiime, 
Bingham, one of the sureties, died. After his ^eath, a suit was 
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bcnotuiitocttd dpon ihd 1>ond, but no proceedings were taken to 
ienake Ills representatives partiiss to the suit; nor was tlieclaiin» 
^ito^iJi^g out of 8aehi>oiid» ever prdsenied, for allowanoe, against 

said estate; but said estate w&s settlidd, without reference to its 
Ability upon this bond. The petitioner claims that the onu»- 

■ 

Isibn, by the Stiite, to proseonte said obdm, and to secure the al- 

^tbwanee thereof against isaid Bmghatn estate/has had the effeok 

'io release one of thb obligors, and is, In fact^ a discharge of alL 

It dbeis seem to yoor dommittee as though the sureties in the 

bond, contracted together, and with reference to a commoa re- 

ispbnsibility, so that in case of loss, any one of them haying 

^%B debt to pay, might Ihaye recourse for contribution upon hie 

cb-^sureties, and that any neglect ot failure upon the part of the 

*Btate by reason of which u remedy is lost against one, legally 

iiffldcts all, andinakeis a recovery on the bond against the others 

questionable and doubtfoL It is said that a surety will be dis- 

icharged by imy act or omission by the holder of the bond, in- 

joricniB to his rights. 

l!b^ bond is joint and several, and each of the obligors is 

liable lor tljie whole amount of tihe default. Kow it can hardly 

be Said to be equitable or just to compel one of the bondsmen 

'to make good the whole amount of the defauU, and yet he be 
hj the ladies of tiie State deprived of a remedy against hiis oo- 

sureties. 

'four committee believe tiiat this daim, by force of circum- 
stance has become but a mere shadow, and that all the expense 
to which the State might be put in the effort to enforce it^ 
would be only money thrown away. The sureties in the bond are 
represented to be worthless, and in the event that the State at 
the end of a suit should obtain judgment, there is no proba- 
bility that the claim or any part thereof, would ever be collected* 
The principal debtor has been relieved from a measure of the 
punishment imposed upon him for his crime, having been par- 
doned out of the State Prison, and to hold the demand simply 
for the purpose of harrassing his bail, would, in the opinion of 
your committee, be imwise, and contrary to good public poliqr 
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It ia an old maxim that ** there aboold )>q an end d eoiti^ 
lest \fhjle men are mortaJ, fheee shonid be immortal^'' and pm^ 
dence and the public welfare dictate that the State, like an in- 
diTidoaly shonid avoid uncertain and uaeleas litigation. 

It is but just that your committee should say that they hate 
been unable to discoyer any good reason for the reflection east 
^ upon the late Attorney General in the memorial of the peti- 
tioner. They haye no cause to belieye that that ofKcer intoa* 
tionally neglected and refused to present this daim to the 
Bingham estate for the purpose of prejudiciag the x^ts 
of the memorialist^ or the other soreties in the bond. So fur 
from this, your committee beliere that the fiulure to preaeiit 
this daim has inured to the benefit of the bar!, and that ttie 
reason why the same was not presented for allowance, was b^ 
cause the said estate was represented to the Attomqr OeniexBl 
as bankrupt, and wholly worthless. 

The committee, impressed with the importance of holdings 
parties to a strict accountability upon their obligations to tiia 
State, and anxious to aToid establishing any precedent for looee 
legislation, haye candidly and carefully considered this snbjeot 
for the purpose of ascertaining the requirements of strict jii0» 
tice and duty, and they haye come to the condusion that there 
are good and substantial reasons for rdeasing the applicant 
from his liability, and reconmiend that ^e joint resolution do . 
pass, and ask to be discharged from the farther oonsideratiim;. 
of the subject - 

T. P. OOIiUEB, GAoirmdM... 
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PROTEST of the Hon. Loren .L. Treat, against the passage 
of the preamble and resolutions ratifying the amendment 
p^posed by Congress, abolishing slavery in the United 
States. 

Believing the passage by the Senate of the preamble and 
resolntions ratifying the amendment of the Federal Constita- 
tion proposed by Congress, abolishing slavery in the United 
States^ to be in contravention of the spirit in which our gov- 
enunent was formed, and tending to the subversion of the 
pijfiGiples on which it was based, the undersigned, availing 
himself of his constitutional rights^ and of the courtesy of the 
Senate in this respect, would dissent from, and respectfuliy 
l^ut earnestly protest against the same, for the following rea* 
sons: ■ ' 

., Without intending any animadversions upon the. opinions 
or action of honorable gentlemen who may have found it con- 
sistent with their duty to act in an opposite direction to my<» 
eel^ yet, I am constrained to say that I can but characterize 
the action of the Senate as hasty and inconsiderate, if not, in- 
deed, premature and illegitimate. We may not thus lightly 
trifle, under the whip and spur of partizan zeal, or of anxious 
desire, with the ^eat principles of free government. The 
formation, or, as in this case, a radical change in the organic 
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law of a great nation, is an act of each deep and solemn im* 
port, of such magnitude, as to demand the exercise of the most 
profound thought, careful deliberation, mature judgment and 
ripe discretion. We should act, and onlj act in this respect, 
whenformally notified of the action of Congress through the 
ordinary channels of official intercourse. 

For one, I cannot consent to change the Constitution which 
our fathers adopted, only after long months of anxious delibe- 
ration, upon the announcement of an unofficial telegram merely, 
which comes to us with the speed of lightning, and asks of me, 
as a Senator, the same instant anc} rapid action. 

The Federal Government is one of hmited powers, and within 
those powers, and in the exercise of those powers, is supreme^ 
and in all things national, dt may act without the concurrence 
or even ia opposition to the will of the States. la. all thingE. 
local, however, and within the powers reserved to the States 
and not delegated to the Federal Oovemment, the States are 
supreme. The founders of the government found slavery ex- 
isting within the States as a domestic institution, entirely 4e-. 
pendent upon separate State action for its existence or extirpa- 
tion. After fully considering the subject, they left it wher» 
fhey found it, with the States, to be regulated and disposed of 
by the States respectively, as to them might seem most promo- 
tive of their interest and welfare. That three-fourths of the 
States may amend the Constitution, that such was the agre^ 
mentin the provisions of the national compact, I admit; but a 
power to amend, gives no power to abrogate; a power to amend 
gives power to perfect the machinery of the government, for 
the more successful performance of its legitimate functions^ 
which are, and were designed to be of a national and not of a 
local character, and as such are clearly of a protective, and not, 
BB in this case, violative of and aggressive upon the rights and 
powers of original and reserved sovereignty in the Statef . 
That the people are the source of all political power, is weD 
recognized. The people of the States, acting in their sphere 
as such, may respectively confer any portion of their origij 
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and reserved powers npon the Fedaral OoTcmmeiit, which ig 
tiie recipient und not the sonice of power. 

Am ^o State can reyoke the powers with which, in her soTei^ 
xeign capacity^ she has invested the federal gOYemment, so thai 
government cannot aggregate or draw to herself the sovereign 
powers of the States. If the Federal Government, or the peo* 
pie of the United States, acting in their national capacity 
merely, may strip the States of any portion of their original 
and reserved sovereignty in this respect^ they may in any other, 
and in all respects, nntil the States are swallowed up in a whirl- 
pool of centralized power — ^an ultimate which the framers of 
the constitution so much feared — against which they sought tq 
provide effectual barriers, by confining the government strictly 
to the enumerated powers. 

Andrew Jackson has admonished us to frown indignantly . 
iQK>n every attempt to iuicrease the powers of the Federal Gov* 
anment at the expense of the reserved sovereignty of the 
States. If tlunie-fourths of the States can abolish slavery in 
all the States against the will, or without the action of the 
other one-fourth, then the like number may in like manner enh 
t^dish it in all the States. If three-fourths of the States, or 
the people in their national character, are sovereign to do the 
oae, ijben they are equally so to do the other. Either is revo* 
lationary in its character, and is the exerdse of a revolutionary 
right merely, and none the less so because it is sought to be 
hypocritically done under the forms of law. Upon the same 
principle, three-fourths of the smaller States can xmsettle the 
eqcdlLbrium of representation to the larger States in the lower 
House of Congress. 

The preamble to th^ resolution assumes the fact that slavery 
is the cause of the war. I dissent from this conclusion, and 
attribute it to an unwarrantable agitation of the question of 
daf?ery,;the iaeyitable tendency of which was calculated and 
deseed to alienate one section of our country from the other, 
regar^ess ol:the prophetic vpices of our great and good states* 
men of all parties, warning us of the inevitable result, and the 
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tmth of wMch the terrible calamities of the war but too dearly 
eetablish. Althcragfh.^ is nrg^d that be the oanise of theerils 
now weighing us down and taxing all our energies, either ria* 
very or the agitaiion of the question, propfer or improper, yet 
we must abolish it to preserve the life of the nation — ^as a ne*- 
oessity — ^for self-preservation. Still I dissent, because it is, in 
&ct, none the less one step in the dangerous direction of con* 
Bolidation — of vesting in the government intended to be on^ 
of limited powers, a despotic power that will most assuredly, 
ultimately eat out the vitals of the States. 

The process of absorption once begun, with the right ao- 
knowledged, and there is an end, sooner or later, of the equal- 
ity, the dignity and the power of the States; their boasted sove- 
reignty, even now scouted, vrill become a mere myth — disinte- 
gration or consolidation is certain to follow. It is the same, in 
its results, if the people of the United States, in their national 
oapacity, attempt the exercise of this assumed power; in either 
case, it destroys that equilibrium of power so wisely adjusted, 
balanced and checked by the framers of the government, ondei? 
the Constitution. I do but quote the words of Andrew Jack- 
son again, in saying: <<Its legitimate authority is abundantly 
flmfficient for all the purposes for which it is created — ^thore oan 
be no justification for claiming anything beyond — and every 
attempt to exercise power beyond these limits e^ould be 
promptly and firmly opposed;" and here in my {^lace I promptly 
and firmly oppose it^— not as a question of feeling or of poliey, 
but as a question of power. It cannot be said with any re* 
spect for logic or consistency, that this is not an exerdlse of 
power, but only proper and lawful action whereby to gain and 
increase power to the Federal Government by this amendmen'^ 
(for so it is misnamed,) to be exercised only after it shall have 
been wrested from unwilling States by an arbitrary ratification 
of three-fourths, for the objection still remains. It divests the 
local sovereign of a portion of his powers, and adds it to the 
federative head, thereby increasing and strengthening the one^ 
and correspondingly weakening tiie other; and is in <*di]?dok 
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opposition to the spirit in which the Union was formed." Our 
government is emphatically & govifocnmexki of ^oomprpmisea 
Oonoede the right' (other than revobitionarj) of detrabdng 
little by little, fromth^ sorereignty of the ^AteSj and aggregar 
ting the same in tha national goTernmeut^ and we ereate-an 
oligarchy out of the ruins of the States. " The oencentratdon.<3f 
power in the same hands," is w^l said, by Mr, Jefferson, to be 
''the true definition of despotic goveiaime^^it;" thai '4ican be 
no satisfaction that it is to be exercised by a plurality of hands/' 
She fact that our mlera are elective is no stleviatioh* r'^^he 
same able statesman tells us that ''an elective despotism was 
liot what we fought for." Because the South has rebelled 
i^jainst the government, it is assumed they have forfeited all 
politicial rights under the government, and deserve to be 
otaipped; as individuals and rebels I admit it> but the State 
lemain, each alike, forming the keystone of the grand aroh of 
lederative government, which must remain unbroken and wt^ 
tize, wdth all the glorious memories of the |>a8t» awakening 
anew our reverence for the deeds of a noble and gaUant anoee^ 
tky— *4n so far as tbis action is prompted in a spirit of revenge^ 
il is unwortlgr, as the acdeinn and deliberate aet of a graai 
tiatifffii 

President linooln has well said, in his message, "that the 
abolishment of slavery, was the destmetion of property." [I 
quote from memory.] 

I Kow, if to preserve ibe government and the safety of the 
whole people, the pn^erfy of the citizens may be taken, «de- 
vtroyed,'' (and I concede it may be,) then the law of compen- 
gation follows, and is demanded by every oonsidertftion of jus- 
iiee, as well M of public law. This change in the organic law, 
wipes out property rights instead of protecting tiiem,*<deertroys 
property," and assumes to apply its destruction to the public 
bttiefit^ without any compensating relief to the injured, perhaps 
impoverished and ruined owner. But, granting the rights I 
yet fail to discover the propriety of exercising it at this time, 
and in this sweeping and unconditional manner. AU expeti- 
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oioe proves tlmt great and sodden ehanges in the industrial 
ecmdition and sooial relations^ like the one contemplated, are 
haeardons in the extreme. It was the opinion of Mr. Jefferson, 
and, nntil reoently, of Mr. Lincoln himself, that abolition in any 
event should be gradoaL The Northern States, in relation to 
their action, reflpeettrely, on this question, haye for themselves 
made the change gradually. But it is not necessary to quote 
opinions or enumerate reasons that are so obvious to alL 
ISmancipaiion,fadden and upon the soil, ** with the deep-seated 
prejudices of the whites, the recollection of wrongs, (fancied or 
real,) by the negro, with new provocations daily occurring, ad- 
ded to the real distinctions which nature has made," the vast 
dissimilarity in social condition, the turning loose of millions of 
comparatively helpless human bongs, in a state of entire des- 
titution, without intelligence, without habits of industry or 
eeonomy, without self*reliance, and in great States desolated 
by the ravages of war, presents to my mind a scene too honi- 
ble to. contemplate, and from it I dissent Jealousies and dis* 
likes win increase and multiply, from sources so fruitful, impels 
ling the races into dasses, " engendering such mortid hatreds 
and antagonisms as will not rest, untQ the one has extirpated 
or expelled the other.'' Shall the government provide relief by 
public charity ? We cannot do it; the people are already over* 
burdened in this direction; debt» inexorable debt» is piling up 
upon us mountain high. Until grave Senators upon this floor, 
against all the better feelings of their natuve, hesitate at in* 
creasing the burden, by giving a few paper dollairs, as bounty 
to the white soldier, who, tearing himself froan home, and from 
the safety and endearments of home, takes his life in his hand, 
and boldly marches to the cannon's mouth, or runs the terrible 
hasard of a lingering death by starvation, in So[utbei*n prison 
pens, should we put them at work on confiscated plantati(»iSt 
under control of a " Freedman's Bureau." This wiU be to them 
but a dbiange of masters, ministering more to North^n cupid- 
ity than to the real wel&re of the blacks. 
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I have not thus far taken into view the great wrong to be 
done to the white population of the slave States, lojal or dis- 
loyal; but I feel to inquire, is this the greeting, fitting and 
meet, that we seod to true and loyal Kentucky in return for 
the gallant deeds of her brave sons, who, in the better days of 
the Bepublic, laid down their lives within the borders of our 
own State, in defense of the very soil on which we stand here 
to-day? But is it cot believed Kentucky would soon have abol- 
ished slavery of her own accord? Let her do it; let her do it; 
and may God speed her in the act. Yes, let her do it, untram- 
meled by unconstitutional test oaths, unawed by power, unin- 
fluenced by outside pressure; by the free voice of her own 
people; and the act shall be as welcome to me << as the flowers 
of May." Practically, slavery is dead. The rebellion has 
given it the flnal blow; "lei the dead bury their dead." I do 
not believe in the administration of punishment after death. 
In my opinion, our Constitution as it is, is amjSly sufficient to 

carry us through all our present troubles, and " needs more to 

♦ 

be obeyed than amended." We shall well have done our duty 
by defending and maintaining the government as it is. When 
the war is over, and pelbe again reigns in all our borders; 
when reason instead of passion and parti^n zeal shall guide 
our councils, and all the States again acting in concert together 
as at the formation of the government, we will then be in bet- 
ter condition to go calmly and dispassionately about the work 
of revision in such respects as time, trial, and the ever-varyio^ 
condition of society shall indicate. 

In no other way can we lay honest claim to the cardinal 
principle, that ** governments derive their just powers from Cha 
consent of the governed." Trusting that the spirits of mj 
fathers may look down approvingly upon me, I have, from the 
honest convictiona of duty alone, been compelled to dissent 
from, and aolemnlj protest against the action of the Senate is. 
fhiaxeapeci 

LOBEN L. TREAT. 
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''TJ'T 

COMMUNIOATION from th^'febdr^ary bf the. Dk^^^ 

Onard, asking the passagt^ bf the liiill 16 am^d liii ' al^^Mi-' 
tied an act for the re-organi2^tiQh;^f tbemilitdry idcdedi* of 
the State of Michigan, apprpve^ Januafpr 1^ AS^^h ::..• ^^ 

The following members of .th6.I>9troit^Lig^'<9^aiA iiive 
J^^eq.fipiiyi^y jepg»g«4;i<k;tll« pailiiifcairjri service of ^fte CkAed 
States, (^ iji.^.mi}i^xy d^pi^piimei3Aj'LQ£!iihkM8date,. dttri^^^ 

AlphensS. Williams, brevet Major General U.Sl "vblAlJ- 
Horace S. Roberts, Ist infentry:) kille4:at Maaiisi»%^ iiT^g. 

SO, 1862. .cr>ii5X:.:"'^/n J»M'; :»: .;• I^-,.-. -■ \ / I^'iliJ ii'i"L 

WiUiam W. Duffield, 9th infaptfcy;. rri / I ^i .7/ /I 
Charles M. Lum, lOjUbcioflmtiiy; , '^ .i .J)/. .' > >I i i )h>ri 
Henry RMiroetir'aj^k-lnjahtcyJ^;.-.! r=-'-' ^'"••^^l r/;-;^.v>4) 
Heber LaFevour, 22d infanteff//, > >A ,! ; ll>^l : .;.' « li r 
Henry L. Ohii)man, 102d;iTjE;/Sy cdR)rkl'>l)H^nttj^^^i^J^^ 

Wm. A. Throop, 1st Infanny. 

Fred. W. Swift, ITfii inff^^^^^^ '"^^''^^^ .^^^ , ^ ^ ^^^^^ 
George Grummond,"i4ti[inmntry.' ' 
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IIAJOBS OF BBGIMBNTS. 

John D. Fairbanks, 5th infantry; mortally wonnded at 
Malvern HiU, Jnly, 1862. i 

Thomas J. Barry, 16th infantry; discharged on account of 
wonnds, but now major in veteran corps. 

Eobert T. Elliot, 16th infantry; killed Jn Grant's Virginia 
campaign. 

Edwin B. Wight, 24th infantry; wounded at Gettysburg^ 
and discharged because of wounds. 

Ernest M. Bement, in Pennsylvania cavalry. 

OAPTAmS IN BEOIMENTS. 

Charles E. Wendell, 1st infantry; killed at Manassas, Aug» 
80, 1862. 

Joseph A. Eagle, 5th infantry. 

John O'Callaghan, 5th infantry. 

J. Edward Marum, 8th infantry. 

Samuel A; Wiggins, 9th infantry. 

H. H. Sibley, 16th infantry. 

John Tyler, 17th infantry, discharged on account of 
wounds, at Knoxville, now captain Yet. Beserve Corps. 

Wm. J. Speed, 24:th, infantry, killed at Gettysburg, July 
Ist, 1868. 

Wm. H. Rexford, 24th infantry, discharged on account of 
wounds received at Gettysburg, July Ist, 1863. j 

Nelson Trucky, 27th infantry. 

John Bhodes, Ist engineers and mechanics. 

F. W. Backus, 1st cavalry. 

Frederick C. Adamson, 3d cavalry. 

George Robinson, Battery C, 1st artillery. 

Thomas Ballard, 1st cavalry. 

Charles H. Safford, 5th cavalry. 

Rufus W. Jackson, 16th infantry, brevet major. 

Robert Wallace, 5th cavalry. /• 

FIBST LIEUTEKANTS. 

Wm. J. Lyster, 19th U. S. infantry. 
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Henry H. HodgBon, 5th Mich, infiuitry. 
Wm. N. Ladue, 6th infantry. 

K. Minor Fratt, 8th infantry, adjutant, killed at James Is- 
land^ S. 0. 

John J. Lemon, 24th infantry. 

H. B. Been, Ist cavalry. 

Alanson Tracey, 3d cavalry, battallion adjutant, died in 

hospital. 
Hobart Miller, 9th cavalry, adjutant. 
Hubbard Smith, provost guard. 

SECOND UEUTENAITTS. 

' Stevens T. Norvell, 13th U. S. infantry. 

Lewis Hartmeyer, sergeant in 1st infantry, and lieutenant 
in Stanton Guard, in TJ. S. service. 

ON STAFF DTJTr.' 

John Robertson, brigadier general. The prepent'able Ad- 
utant General of Michigan. 

James E. Pittman, brigadier general. Inspector General 
of Michigan. 

Jerome Oroul, colonel. Member State Military Board. 

Friend Palmer, lieutenant colonel. Ass't Quartermaster 
Gen., Mich. 

J. Mason Norvell, major. Ass't Adj't Gen., TJ. S. Vols. 

Wm. D. Wilkins, captain. « " " " " ! 

Henry M. Whittelsey, « " " " « « 

Lewis 0. Forsyth, " " Q. M. " " »' 

James T. Baker, engineers, Dept. of Gulf. Rankun« 
known. 

In addition to above, 14 men have served as enlisted men« 
holding positions from sergeant major to private, making 70 
men in all who have gone into the service during the war, 
or engaged in the military departments. The four officers in 
the departments have been exceedingly serviceable in fitting 
out troops and otherwise aiding in carrying on the war, their 
military knowledge enabling them to do this with efficiency. 

JOHN J. SPEED, Jr., 8e(?y. 
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MEMORIAL of ^. L. Wil'iams, A. N. Hart and Geo. 0, Mon- 
roe, relative to the examination into the affairs of the Amboy, 
Lansing, and Traverse Bay Railroad. 

To the Honorable the Senate and Hoitae of B^f>re8entaHveB: 

The undersigned respectfully represent that the joint oom*- 
mittee of the Senate and House^ to whom was referred the me- 
morial of Mead & Bobson and others, alleging grave frauds on 
the part of your memorialists and others, in the management 
x>f the affairs of the Amboy, Lansing and Traverse Bay Bail- 
road Company, having heard the testimony presented by the 
Baid Mead & Bobson and others, in support of their charges, 
at once closed tiieir investigation of the matters referred to 
them, and declined to hear the testimony which your memori- 
alists desired^ to offer, in vindication of their action in the mat- 
ters complained of; while your memorialists understand that 

this determination of the committee was based upon the con- 
viction that the evidence submitted wholly failed to substan- 
tiate the charges, or make any case authorizing or calling for 
legislation, they still feel that the committee has deprived them 
of that fulf and complete justice to which they are entitled, by 

1 
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WBoting Hmoi from tpn^tisD^ upon Hbtb imno raooid witih. 
dmigeB,tbeewi3mieociOiariMablhatj, and of the ma2i- 
m tad intcrcttcd dmnusftor iji the kgialatiTe prooeedio^ 



egaiiuii 



Tour memorudifis therefore n anpec il uny request that ibe 
mid joint committee may I0t be diachaiged from farfher myes- 
tigatum of the said mattera re&rred to than, bnt that thej be 
fdrtheriiiatnicted to renew the ]]iTe8tigati0n, and pennit your 
memorialiata to present the proo& of the falsity and malice of 
the chargea made againat them, Uiat their defense may appear 
in the report of fhe committee, and on the jooznab oontaii^jng 
the chargea. 

And your memorialialiB will ever pray, && 

A. L. WILLIAMS, 
A.K.HABT, 

Lansing, Mardi IS, 1866. ' 
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PETITION of Sylvester Backas and others, adopted citizens of 
Celtic and Saxton descent, and residents of Detroit, asking 
certain cbanges in tax laws. 

To the Honorable the Senate and Hotuse of Eepresentaiives of the 

Stale of Michigan: 

Your petitioners, residents of the connty of Wayne, in said 
State, "would respectfully represnt to your Honorable body, 
that the Supreme Court recently decided in reference to tho 
tax laws of this State, (voL 12, Mich. Bep., page 168,) that the 
whole statute was designed to go together, so that the remedy 
failing, the whole provisions fall with ii 

And your petitioners would further represent^ that notwith- 
standing the plain and decided language of that decision, abova 
quoted, that *' the whole provisions" of the statute for the assess- 
ing property and collecting taxes thereon are void, yet the as- 
sessors in cities, and the supervisors in townships throughout 
the State, contintid to assess property and enforce the coUeo* 
tion of taxes of merchants, farmers and poor residents through- 
out the State, and thereby construe that decision, and claim 
that the court intended td so discriminate between property 



8 SiVATi Doo. No. 4L 

lioldan^ that so mudh of the proTisionB of the statate are in 
foroe and still valid as relates to assessing and collecting taxes 
upon real and personal estate belonging to all residents^ and 
that those provisions only are void which refer to collecting and 
enforcing payment of taxes upon real estate belonging to non- 
xelddents and speculators. 

And in view of the opinion widely entertained, that it has 
hitherto been the policy 9f the Legislature and the courts to 
discriminate in favor of the non-resident property-holders to 
the extent that they may avoid the payment of their taxes, while 
residents are compelled to pay, and that such is the effect of 
fhe statute as interpreted by the officers of the law, your pe* 
titioners would respectfully urge that " the uniform rule of tax- 
ation," mentioned in the Constitution, necessarily implies a uni- 
form rule for collecting those taxes; and would therefore re- 
spectfully pray, that hereafter, while there is no law for the col- 
lection of taxes of non-resident property-holders, that resi- 
dents may be placed upon an equal footing, and that aU the laws 
which discriminate between the two classes of property-holders 
may be repealed. 
And your petitioners, as in duty, &c. 

STLVANUS BACKUS, 
OLNEY COOK, 
PBEDERICK RENDT, 
CHAS. CALVERT, 
PETER ACKERMANN, 
HENRY GASSEN, 
MICHEL THELEN, 
BERNARD LESTER, 
BENOIT TROMBLT, 
HEINRICH VOGT,^ 
JOSEPH VOGT, 
PHILIP ZIMMERMAN, 
JACOB KARST, 
SBLAHDUSHN. 
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MINOBITT BEPOBT of the select committee, to whom was 
referred sundry petitions praying the passage of ^<a bill to 
authorize t^ie formation of mechanics' and laboring men's 
coOperatiye associations." 

The imdersigned, not being able to coincide with tlfb Tiews 
of the majority of the select committee, to whom were referred 
sundry petitions, praying the passage of " a bill to auUiorize 
the formation of mechanics' and laboring men's cooperative 
associations/' begs leave to report that he finds^ with said 
majority^ that one thousand and sbcty citizens of Detroit, have 
petitioned for the passage of said bill; and also agrees with 
said majoriiy that cooperation is a beautiful idea, and rightly 
applied means co-work, abundance and goodwill towards men; 
but he insists that eoOperation is not synonymous with success, 
and that it is barely possible that men may cooperate in such a 
schemp as will yield them a hundred fold of woes instead of a hun- 
dred fold of blessings; and that wise legislation ought not to be 
estopped by a word or an idea, but to ester in behind the cur-* 
tain, and, lighted by the lamp of experience, with the aid of 
the milder but more constant light of history, to discover the 
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probable effects of their propoeed legislatioii; and what they 
disooyer to be tmth to rigidly adhere to, except in those local 
matters which are referred to the judgment of x the whole body 
of the electors who are to be affected thereby. 

The undersigned would be very happy if the petition of the 
thousand and sixly was such that he-conld agree ^th them, 
and was the law proposed only to affect the petitioners them- 
selyes, he would Yote to give them the benefit of experience; 
but as it will affect not only them, but nearly a million of in- 
habitants besides, the petitioners must suffer him to be guided 
by his experience and judgment. And he does not strain the 
truth in saying that he has been acquainted with several coop- 
erative manufacturing and trading associations, similar to those 
proposed to be incorporated l>y the bill in question, (except 
that they were not incorporated,) and every one of them met 
with a signal &ilure, including one which met with the same 
fate, within a few years, in the ciiy of Detroit In these in* 
stances, the ooOperators generally lost nearly all they invested, 
and frequently as much more, although they bore the quasi 
relation of co-partners, and had much more power to protect 
their individual interests than could be maintained by the 
stockholders in the corporations proposed by this bill. 

But in these corporations proposed, the greatest danger is 
not that the corporators will eventually lose their investments 
by &ilure, on fair trial, but it is that men will be in danger of 
becoming mere shuttiecocks in the hands of designing men. 
This bill proposes to allow men to incorporate for the purpose 
of carrying on the business of trade; a business altogether 
beyond the just domain of corporations, about which men 
have never been allowed to incorporate before in this State, 
nor, by general law, it is believed, in the TTnited States; which 
was eschewed by this Senate during this session, in a bill said, 
by the majority of your committee, to have been brought here 
at the iQstance of capital. Yet this bill upon such a subject^ 
has less safeguards for the protection of the corporators than 
the law providing for a gas company; in which there is no ap- 
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proacb io the opporttmities to ooxnmit fraud that there would 
be in a trading corporation. "What can be expected from sach 
corporations but the most stupendous frauds, robbery and 
ruin? 

Therefore^ being unwilling to confess, with the chairman of 
your committee, even for argument's sake, that he has yoted 
for a bill to introduce white cdayery into the State of Michigan, 
at the behest of capital; being unwilling to admit that he be- 
lieyes that Congress has incorporated an emigrant company, 
and that the agents of such company have come here asking 
us to rob honest emigrants of their inalienable rights; desiring 
at all times to maintain and advance the interests and rights of 
labor; making it his especial study to promote the equality of 
his fellow citizens; and hoping that honest industry may always 
assert its dignity in this Eepublic, and may have a niche in the 
temple of honor beside eminent learning and pure religion; 
but belieying the bill whose passage is sought by said petition- 
ers, to be fraught with loss, beggary, and ruin; viewing it as a 
great highway over which villains may ride with a coach-and- 
six, and with impunity rob the unwary laborer whom they shall 
meet in the way; conceiving the bill to be better calculated for 
people living under << regal governments," where guilds and 
castes exist, and where it is expected, and often required, that 
a laboring man should always be a laboring man, than for a 
free people, where labor is exalted and where men have the 
right to choose and change their vocations at pleasure; the 
imdersigned therefore feels compelled to dissent from the prem- 
ises, argument and conclusion of the majority of your com- 
mittee, and earnestly recommends that said bill do not pass. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

H. M. PEKRIN, 
Minority of OommiUee, 
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BIPOBT of the OommiBsioner of Uie Matkegola Kmr Im- 

proyement. 

Skoritabt or Stitb'b Ovuob, ) 
Lansing, March 16, 1866. ) 

Hon. B. O. Obostinob, President of ihe Senate: 

Sn — In compliance with a resolution of the Senate, adopted 
<m the 14th inst, I haye the honor herewith to transmit copies 
of the Beports of the Oommissioner of the Mnske^^on Biyer 
Lnproyement^ for the years 1868 and 1864. 

Very respeotfnllyt 

GEO. H. HOUSE, 
Deputy Secretary of Stote^ 

To iha Eon. Secretary of State of the State cf Michigan: 

The undersigned respectfully submits his annual report as 
commissioner of the Muskegon Biyer improyement, as foUowSr 
yiz: 

The amount of logs passing through said improvement, and 
of tolls collected thereon, as appears by the report of the su- 
perintendent, a]^e stated in detail in said report, a copy whereof 
is hereto annexed, to which reference is hereby made; also, for 
a detailed statement of the expenditures upon said improye- 
1 
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mBaig and of the persons from whom toUs haye boon 0(dlsoled» 
sad fhe amonnt from each. 

This report shows an aggregate of 60,719 fiSl feet of logs ran 
throngh said improyement for the year, upon which has been 
paid $909 64 of tolL To this should be added 6,214,273 fast 
of lumber run b j Newaygo company, apon which has been paid 
a toll of two cents per M, amonnting to $124 28, leading a bal- 
ance due from said improvement to said Newaygo company of 
$18, of which $20 is for services of the undersigned, ten days at 
$2 per day, paid by said company, and which, added to tolls 
paid by others, makes a total of tolls paid, of $1,033 92. 

The superintendent has failed to state in his report the con- 
dition of the improvement, but the undersigned can state, from 
an examination thereof madp late in the season, that consider- 
able addi^onable impairs are needed, for which ^eiie vi wfca 
sufficiency of funds on ha&d nor available. The undersigned 
respectfully rjefemtoiprmer reports for his views relative to 
amendmeBts of said act The sum of fifty dollars is owing 
from said improvement towards a pile driver. 
I All of which is respectfully submitted. 

WILLIAM L COBNWELL, 
Commissioner of Miishegon River Improvem^enL 

Newatoo, January 1, 1864. 

Amount of logs run doujn the Mufkegon River in (he year of our 

Lord 1663, by (he foUotoing persons: 

Ko. of feet. Amount paid. 

Samuel OdeU, 300,000 $ 6 00 

A.;B. Watson, ...:...., 1,000,000. IS 00 

Henry & William Loomis, 2,500,000 30 00 

Andrew Olson, 1,000,000 20 00 

Oalen^ Eastman, , • 3,500,000 

Alexander Blake, 3,000,000 40 00 

Byerson & Morris, 9,169,123 183 38 

Marsh &Foss, 5,326,000 79 89 

— — Mason, 2,143,637 
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$109 43 
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10 70 


29 73, 


8 00 



e. TntesdeU. ...r...... .6,471,165 

HadcI^T^ & Co., • 7,a76,68ft . 

BidlerftBio.,... 4,272,986 

A. Trowbridge, ••.. 8,801,466 

]>^aeox| Smith, 686,969 

Jli B. iBbgetB, 686,00a 

dt N. Wiloox, •••«•• ,•••• *«. ••1,486,000 

Petar 3olmBon, .1,200,000 

ILI^H. Oibs(»^... 800,000 

tt Crane, 812,114 

<8teo. it Boberts; ,..8,869,648 68 «* 

Horton, » 

Bomio, •• •••* 

->-^«^— »Mitehdl»,.».. • 

— ^ — ^Heee...... 8,000,0(W l^OO 

Jtm.p.(kA,.. 160,000 

ttk^inlPtttntttt, 400,000 a 0^' 
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dO,719,68l $909 64 
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lb tke Gommiasioner <f iht ifiut^n. Riwr /nptvwm^nf.- 

The.underaigndd, Sapenntendent of Boid ImproTsmsD^n* 
apeoUoUy reports, that the qiuntitj of logs, lumber and abin^lw 
pusing through said ImproTetneat, subject to " tolls," blether 
ititii tiie several owners thereof, aud the amooai of tolls ocd- 
leotod thereon, ara shown in the foUowiug table: 



ftR BoberU&Ci 

J.ttHKUer,'.. .. 
J.&H.Belaler,..., 
Q.TniMdtll 

O.r. PlilgburjkOi. 



John t. Wood 

Sit Subnt, 
MwTlU 

il)iniu,f«i»r AU)'!- 

A.01m 

S- W. Wilooi, 

aa J-Oricn,.. 
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FOB Toua taxasm^ iu*> on umsi, • k * m. 
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1 Th* undersigned farther reports the ezpoiditnres tphaie 
b«en to the persons, and for the purposes, and in the soms fol- 

ToA. A. Perkins, tor labor,......,.., |3%iW 



" James Byal, 
" Charles Boooo^ 
" Jaoob A. Brown, 
" Jacob Muri^;, 
'* James BaUonr, 
" Andrew Brookv 



UOO 
20 00 
82 00 
. U 00 
43 00 
46 00 
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To N.^.BtaHeTaniii for boards $122 00 

^ Smtth, for labor, 15 OQ 

^ fitted, for boMd, • . • 15 0^ 

•* D.8qtiire»; for board, 20 00 

^ W.BobertB, 66 00 

CbriBtopher BoUmv, for labor, ., 19 00 

J. B. Latemer, blacksmiihiiig, 2a 0» 

*• MartinBon, 16 00 

** J. A. B^okfi,. on pile driyer, 60 00 

** Bois, bladtsmiihing, • 25 

"^ Morria, 7 75 

!fbr wrench, 8 60 

^ plank, 160 

««. blaolosxnithiiig, 6 00 

^ Qikee^ J IS 00 

•* work, ; 2 id 

^* Axea>andlielire% » 6 25 

.^DiflolymitoncbaR^ 5 00 

^Ib Neiviaygo Oo;, for hunb€r, Ibo., .*. 60 09 

» ■ ■ - 

♦68A 68 

fon WOu yJUtiOJDUD Hr loDv. 

SbHenijStontt, HO 00 

'•* TholnaaMi^ard,..*,....' 12 QO 

<<]9|aiiAJar%«^...;,..^,,.*: 17 00 

^'Baniiiol McOiniii •.•..••••••••••«••••••.•.••••• 11 00 

"* MjtanwBmat,..: is w 

$69 a^ 

^ ^4t>]ii tbe foregoing it will 1)6 aeiln that the sum collecl^dd 
{oisjear has been $711 66, andthemim ezpcciided, $7^4 dil, 
wMont including in expenditures anything for my' own com- 
Mndttion, o± that of the commissioner. It will also be seen that 

Dtlt tWo-thirds of the toll fixed bv the commiSrion^r, or one dent 

f' 'J " 
er thoosand on logs and lumber, has been collected, for the 



* 1 1 
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tisa nita h#]»to&>ni.aUosrad of ^%.daU««i peid]iu>iUb»,itoiD»lfe 
due to mf for this year's service and hauling fraigkV itomM^ 
to be collected, the sum of |91 50. There is also. dAe|t« Ne- 
waygo company, Jois luu^er^ wA supplies^ f umished» the sum of 
$37 66* Tbffire hsa bet^ timber . fw tepam had of W. Mason, 
which is unsettled for, but which is suppofl^dl to: bo ab^ulr M!^ 
in value to the amount of his tolls uncollected. The condition 
of the improvement as to repair is considered good. 

(Signed,) S. MOSHB& 

Newaygo county, ss. 

Sherman Mosher being duly sworn, says that the foregoing 
report is true. 

(Signed,) & MOSBER. 

Subscribed and sworn to this 26th day of December, 1864, 
before me. E. L. GRAY, 

[stamp.] Notary PvJblicfor Newaygo County, Mich. 

To THE HoK. J. B. PoBTBB, Secretary of StaJte^ Michigan: 

The undersigned, commissioner of the Muskegon Biver im« 
provement, respectfully reports that on the 23d March, 1864, 
he fixed the following rates of toll for 1864, viz: On timber, 
logs and lumber, 15 mills per M. feet; on shingles and lath, 2| 
mills per M.; dry barrel-staves and heading 2 cents per M; 
fence posts, 2 cents per 100; railroad ties, 6 cents per 100; shin- 
gle bolts and bark, 2 cents per cord; hoops and hoop poles, 2 
cents per M, and poll boats 25 cents each passage through 
said improvement. 

The report of the superintendent, a copy whereof is hereto 
annexed, exhibits the collection for tolls, and expenditures made 
the present year, and the present condition of said improve- 
ment. The undersigned charges for seven days' services as 
commissioner, and five dollars for expenditures, making $19; 
there is due him« balance of |6 76 upon services and expenses 
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'^flMfitMMUiig jMOiySiftkiag |C5 75 taaang to iheimdiv^ 
'iigii^d from Mttd. impiofiiiMiit fniid. As lotruMor Mogg&iHoB^ 
fluids bj ibs eoirniriwignwr httie ben uMnrailiiig io Ikt as k|g^ 
sliliTft aistioii id oonosmsdf it is flsfmmcl of no sfsil to <v^«^y^i r i fr 

Btspeetftdly sobmittsd. 

[JJAH L OOHNWELt? 



Oommittbmer tf MuAegon Siver Aiprt^^ 
Deeamber 26, 1864. 
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REPORT of the Committee on Federal Relations, to whom was 
referred Honse joint resolutions on the state of the Union. 

The rebellion stiQ continues in strength and power, defying 
the rightful authority of the government, and trampling under 
its unhallowed feet the constitution and the laws of the land,' 
which they have sworn to obey. Rebels and traitors are still 
in arms against the goyemment, resisting its authority with a 
vigor and pertinacity worthy of a better cause. They have 
fought with bravery, and suffered privations almost unparal- 
leled in the history of the world; and the motives which have 
induced such an effort, the smallest, and the object to be at- 
tained the most inglorious, viz: the spread and perpetuation of 
slavery. Their madness and folly is without a parallel^ and 
but illustrates the proverti of the ancients, that "whom the 
gods wish to destroy they first make mad." 

Four long years have rolled away since the war commenced, 
and its scenes and incidents have been inscribed u}>on the can- 
vas of time, and the historian has recorded all that has trans^ 
pired, with the causes that have led to such results, to be read 
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find pondered over bj fatture generations that shall come 
after us. 

Notwithstanding the terrible reverses the rebels hare had to 
their arms, and the destruction and desolation that this war 
has brought npon them throughout their whole country, jet 
they still fight, and refuse to yield obedience to the rightful 
authority of the government. They still continue in their mad- 
ness and folly when it would seem that all hope was lost of at- 
taining the object of their ambition. Strong and powerful 
must have been the causes that have produced such terrible 
results. 

When this rebellion commenced, no man understood its mag- 
nitude, or its extent, or the results that would follow, except 
him who, by prophetic vision, like the prophets of old, could 
view the future, and the power and extent of causes that then 
existed, which in their legitimate operation would produce such 
results. The philosopher and the statesman have looked on 
with wonder and astonishment, and have asked themselves 
what should be the end of all these things. The answer came 
not to these; they viewed' not the secret causes that were in 
operation to produce such results. They looked only on the 
external side, and not to interior causes, and therefore have 
not been prepared to meet or to comprehend this rebellion and 
its final results. To the wise and the prudent alone has it 
been given to understand and to know the power, progress and 
final results of this great revolution. 

Effects must always have a cause, and that cause must be 
adequate to produce the results we see. A stream cannot rise 
higher than its fo.untain. It may then be asked, what are the 
causes that have produced such a terrible revolution and 
war? Many are the answers that have been given to this 
question, and as various as the stand-points from which it has 
been viewed. 

Whatever may have been the ■ answers in the past, and at 
the commencement of the rebellion, the logic of events has 
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giyen a definite due to the answer, and there are now but few 
but what can and do understand it. 

The remote cause, is the two great antagonistic principles 
that have existed in human society ever since the world began, 
viz: Liberty and Slavery. They have fought many a battle in 
days of yore, and have always been at eternal variance. The 
principles of liberty are aggressive and revolutionary in their 
nature. But slavery says, let me alone. The inherent nature 
of liberty is progressive and eternal in its onward march, and 
whatever stands in its path must eventually give way, and thus 
the conflict. Slavey, for a time, may rule and govern, but in 

• 

the end must always give way before the all-conquering sway 
of liberty. Its principles are eternal, and must stand. Slavery 
is but an incident — a circumstance in the growth, progress and 
development of society and of nations, and consequently must 
pass away as nations move on to higher states and conditions 
of society, and to grander and noble achievements in civilization. 

The more immediate cause of the rebellion and the war, was 
the immense power and influence of slavery, which had long 
been gathering up her strength to attack republican institu- 
tions, and to crush them out, that slavery might expand her 
area, and strengthen her power against the aggressive tendency 
of liberty, as fostered by republican institutions and govern- 
ments. 

She made the attack, and the conflict soon commenced. The 
principles of slavery, tyranny and o^resgdon have been aggre- 
gating and accumulating for ages, and Anally culminated in 
the stupendous and powerful institution of American slaveiy 
and this huge power, all supported, upheld and sustained xvl 
the sacred name of liberty. She sat as a queen, and thought 
her power and influence supreme and secure; but it often\hap« 
pens that when institutions think themselves secure, they are of- 
ten the weakest. Pride, vanity and self-conceit always go before 
a fall. The measure of iniquity of American slavery was full, and 
the day of retribution had come. The great law of compensation 
must be met. Justice, long trampled under foot, now was cry- 
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ing aloud for her rightful rule and authority in this nation^ and 

if justice ruled, slavery must die. 

The institutions of slavery in the past were mild and tolera- 
ble under the times and circumstances in which they existed^ 
compared with that of the present time. It was then the days 
of ignorance and barbarism. The glorious sun of liberty had 
not shone across the pathway of nations with its dazzling 
splendor, as at the present day. Civilization had not spread 
her arms quite so wide, nor had the eternal laws of justice and 
right been so well known and understood as now; 

Thus the amazing iniquity, and the wonder that this Moloch 
should be set up for men to worship in a land where the rays 
of the sun of Hberty has shone with a brilliancy and gloiy un- 
excelled in any other country or nation on the earth. But it 
seems to have been placed here in the midst of the highest and 
the greatest civilization, that the contrast might be seen, that 
in the end its complete and total destruction might follow and 
be final 

Your committee believe thatHhe end of the rebellion is near 
at hand, and that the day dawns when that <' sum of all vil- 
lainies," American slavery, will be buried from our sight. The 

public sentiment of the whole civilized world is against it. 
The voice of the people of the United States has been heard 
in thunder tones against the monster slavery, and have deter- 
mined that it should die, and die constitutionally. Our gen- 
erals* in the field, have ^id in language unmistakable, that 
the monster should die, as a just punishment for his attempt 
to strike down Liberty and repubUcan institutions, which are 
the hope of the world. 

The boys in blue, as they go forth from one victorious field 
to another^ have said that this conflict shall not end, nor the 
sword be sheathed, until the cause of all our trouble shall be 
removed and placed beyond the reach of doing future harm to 
the growth and prosperity of republican institutions. 

Abraham, the just, who holds in his hands the power to ex- 
ecute the wiU of the people, and in some measure, the destiny 
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of .this most powerful and glorious republic,, has said that sla- 
very has deserved to die, and that it should die that the repub- 
lic might live. His high sense of justice, his moral heroism, his 
stem and indomitable purpose to accomplish those things that 
he has decided to do, as is exhibited in his conduct in the past, 
gives evidence of what we may expect him to do in the future. 
He will carry out the wishes and desires of the people if within 
his power. 

And last, the most unmistakable indications of a providen- 
tial hand, that has been leading and guiding us as a nation, 
often in a mysterious way during this great conflict and war, 
has been clearly seen by the most careless and unthinking. 
That Providence has been leading us in the way of the de- 
struction of this great evil, that his designs in the establish- 
ment of this grand and glorious republic shall be fully accom- 
plished. 

How strange and wondbiful has been the change of public 
sentiment within the last few months. The voice of the peo- 
ple, as uttered forth on the eighth day of November last, has 
seemed like the voice of God, in quelling the disturbing ele- 
ments of strife that existed within our borders, and was se- 
cretly plotting treason against the govemmeni It has seemed 
like the voice of authority, that has said to the turbulent waters 
of strife, as their dark waves rolled across the troubled sea of 
the Republic, " Peace be still," and that voice was obeyed. The 
all victorious arms of the soldiers of the Eepublic, are pushing 
on under the lead of the invincible Grant, Sherman and Sheri- 
dan, until the rebels are driven to the "last ditch," and their 
leaders are seeking a place to hide themselves from the impend- 
ing storm. They cannot long withstand the mighty power 
that is now hurled against them. One more grand and terri- 
ble battle, in which the conspirators will stake their all^ — one 
more bloody struggle, and the rebel army will be destroyed, 
and the Confederacy be no more. 

Your committee believe that when a few more months have 
rolled away — ^when a few more battles have been fought and 



6 Senate Doo. 

won — ^wheli a few more weeks of toil and suffering hare been 
endured by our noble boys in blue, then will peace be restored, 
the authority of the govemment respected and obeyed, and the 
proud old flag of the Union again float in triumph over all of 
this broad land. When all this shall have been accomplished, 

then shall there be chanted one grand choral song of joy and 

« 

thanksgiving, such as earth's listening sons never heaxd before, 

whose echoes will reverberate along the bending sky, and its 

harmonious notes be caught by angel voices, who will join in 

the glad song of the nation saved, and the republic redeemed. 

Your committee would submit the following joint resolutions 

as a substitute for House joint resolutions, and recommend that 

the substitute be adopted, and that the resolutions do pass, 

and ask to be discharged from the further consideration of the 

subject 

J. G. WAIT, Chairman, 

JOINT EESOLUTIONS on the state of the Union. 

1. Besolved by the Senate and Rouse of Bepresentatiws of the 
State of Michigan, That in the name, and in behali of the peo- 
ple of the State of Michigan, we hereby re-affirm the devotion 
of this Commonwealth to the Constitution and govemment of 
the United States, and the earnest determination of its people 
to do everything in their power, to support and sustain the na- 
tional administration, in all measures for the vigorous prosecu- 
tion of the existing war, the utter overthrow of armed rebel- 
lion, and the punishment of traitors, until a permanent peace 
shall be secured, based upon the submission of the rebels, the 
supremacy of the govemment, and the establishment of the 
Federal Union, in all its integrity, one and inseparable, through- 
out the entire land. 

2. Besolved, That as American slavery degrades man, and 
robs him of those sacred rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit 
of happiness, to secure which, governments are instituted 
among nuen; as it has long shown itself an enemy to the pub- 
lic peace, and inspired, caused, and is justly responsible for all 
the blood and tears, the crimes and horrors that cluster about 
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this unholy rebellion, the 'dictates of humanity, the common 
welfare, the safety and perpettdty of the nation, as well as jus<- 
tice and liberty, imperatiyely demand the complete extirpation 
of this great wrong from every foot of the national soil; we 
therefore approve the measures adopted by the administration 
for its destruction, as an effective means for weakening the 
rebellion, and strengthening the power of the Union, and most 
heartily endorse the amendment proposed to the Federal Con- 
stitution, prohibiting the existence of slavery in all of the States 
and Territories of the nation. 

3. Resolvedy That the wisdom, prudence, and faithful devo- 
tion to the preservation of the national life, that have character- 
ized the administration of the general government, by Abra- 
ham Lincoln, and of the State government, by Austin Blair, 
under circumstances of great difficulty and peril, merit our 
most hearty approval; and we fully endorse the measures and 
means adopted in their administration of public affairs^ to put 
down this unholy and unjustifiable rebellion, and to preserve 
the nation against its avowed enemies. 

4. Resolved, That we extend our sincere thanks to the sol- 
diers of Michigan, and of the Union, for their unfaltering faith 
in the justice of our cause, their self-sacrificing patriotism, 
their patient endurance, their heroic fortitude, their tmsur- 
passed valor, and their glorious victories, whereby the honor of 
our fiag has been maintained, the rebellion shorn of its strength 
and greatly contracted in its limits, and the day of our final 
triumph rapidly hastened. 

5. Besolwd, That the inhuman and barbarous treatment of 
our brave and suffering soldiers confined in rebel prisons is 
shocking to humanity, contrary to the usages of modem war- 
fare, and betrays a cruelty and baseness on the part of their 
captors at which the heart sickens, which is in keeping with 
the infamy of the rebellion, and should bring upon its guilty 
authors the execration and abhorrence of the civilized worlds 

6. Resolved, That the thanks of the State are eminently due 
to its patriotic daughters, whose words of encouragement and 
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gentle and Bympathizing deeds of 'kindness and love, joined 
"vnth their generous oontiibntions of labor and means, throngit 
the instnunentalitj of Aid Societies and Sanitary and Ghris- 
tian Oommissions, haye cheered the hearts and contributed 
hugely to the relief and comfort of our sick and wounded sol* 

diers. . . 

7. Beaolved, That the Goyemor be and he hereby is re- 
quested to furnish to the iPresident of the United States, and 
to our Senators and Bepresentatiyes in Congress, a copy of the 
foregoing resolutions. 



